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SUBJECT:  Command  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (ROS  CSGPO-28 
(Rl))  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1966 

a.  The  attack  on  Camp  A  Shau  was  well  planned.  The  KVA  forces 
capitalized  on  the  bad  weather  conditions  that  hindered  tactioal  air  support 
and  reinforcement  and  resupply  attempts  to  relieve  the  defense.  Camp  A  Shau 
is  located  near  the  three  major  infiltration  routes  leading  from  Laos,  east 
into  the  A  ShauWlloui  Valley,  The  camp  and  its  operations  conducted  prior 

to  the  attack  were  continuously  harassed  by  Viet  Cong  elements.  Interrogation 
of  two  KVA  defectors  and  continuous  overflights  detecting  numerous  freshly 
dug  weapons  positions  confirmed  information  received  that  a  large  enemy 
buildup  existed  and  an  attack  was  imminent.  The  Commanding  Officer,  5th  SEGA, 
deployed  a  reaction  (Mike)  force  from  Kha  Trang,  as  the  initial  element  to 
reinforce  Camp  A  Shau  prior  to  the  attack.  The  attack  began  in  the  early 
hours  of  9  March,  The  camp  rooeived  a  heavy  concentration  of  81mm  mortar 
fire  and  a  probe  on  the  southern  portion  of  the  camp  by  an  estimated  force 
of  two  KVA  companies.  The  initial  mortar  barrage  was  very  accurate,  causing 
heavy  damage  and  a  temporary  loss  of  communications.  Due  to  extremely  poor 
weather  conditions  which  prevailed  during  the  two-day  attack,  additional 
reinforcements  from  Hue/Riu  Bai  could  not  be  deployed.  Heavy  bombings, 
aerial  resupply  and  evacuation  aircraft  flow  constantly  under  heavy  ground 
fire  in  support  of  the  oamp.  Upon  the  request  of  the  detachment  commander, 
airstrikes  were  made  on  the  comp  perimeter  which  dispersed  the  enemy  massing 
for  an  assault.  Under  constant  and  intense  fire,  the  defensive  positions 
reduoed  to  rubble  and  ammunition  nearly  exhausted,  tho  defensive  capability 
deteriorated  rapidly.  The  personnel  were  ordered  to  evacuate  tho  camp.  III 
MAE  committed  sixteen  helioopters  to  conduot  tho  evacuation.  Poor  visibil¬ 
ity  and  continuous  enemy  ground  fire  prevented  complete  evacuation.  Remaining 
personnel  began  escape  and  evasion  action.  On  12  March,  the  last  evading 
US  and  CIDG  personnel  of  the  scattered  groups  wore  picked  up  by  rescue  air- 
oraft  and  returned  to  the  Huo/Ehu  Bai  area  (inol  15) • 

b,  A  significant  CIDG  combat  operation  which  demonstrates  the 
sucoess  to  be  achieved  from  rapid  exploitation  of  battlefield  intelligence 
was  exemplified  when  Camp  Buon  Ea  Yang  (A— 233 ) ,  Darlao  Provinoe,  II  CTZ, 
conducted  an  operation  on  18  Maroh  1966,  in  which  a  VC  Company  Commander 

was  KIA  and  several  documents  were  CIA,  Subsequent  analysis  of  the  documents 
indicated  the  location  of  four  VC  Companies  approximately  22  kilometers  ESE 
of  the  Camp  at  BQ200052,  Operation  "ie  Hoi  21"  was  planned  on  the  basis  of 
the  oaptured  information  and  departed  Buon  Ea  Yang  at  1913CO  March.  At 
201000  March  "Operation  Lo  Hai  21"  made  contact  with  a  VC  Battalion  located 
at  tho' coordinates  token  from  tho  document,  Tho  operation  fought  a  delaying 
notion,  calling  in  air  strikes  until  reinforcements  arrived  at  201630, 

On  21  March  artillery  fire  was  adjusted  on  the  VC  positions  and  by  211945 
Maroh  friendly  forces  had  overrun  tho  VC  Battalion.  Results  of  the  action 
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were  180  VO  KIA  (122  KBA).  Friendly  losses  were  1  USASF  KIA,  2  USAS?  WIA, 

9  CIDG  KIA,  1  Interpreter  KIA  and  8  CIDC  WIA  (incl  17). 

c.  Briefings  were  oonductod  for  numerous  visitors  to  include 
Secretary  of  the  Army  Stanley  R.  Resor,  General  Harold  K.  Johnson,  and 
Senator  Stuart  Symington.  These  briefings  contributed  materially  to  the 
overall  understanding  of  the  Speoial  Forces  role  in  tho  counterinsurgency 
environment  (incl  11). 

2.  Intelligence. 

a.  Consistent  with  the  Source  Control  Program  which  was  promul¬ 
gated  by  HQ  USMACV  in  December  1965,  major  effort  is  being  applied  to 
increased  control  o?  intelligence  nets  a nd  to  the  registering  of  all  agents 
and  informants.  The  goal  of  tho  program  is  to  reduce  duplication,  especially 
regarding  the  agent  handlers,  to  eliminate  "paper  mills",  and  to  exercise 
more  control  over  each  net  by  recording  source  background  data  and  officially 
registering  each  agent  or  informant.  However,  throe  particular  problems 
have  been  experienced  which  are  Impending  tho  progress  of  this  program. 

First,  the  ILD’3  supervise  the  agent  handlers  and  have  expressed  firm  reluc¬ 
tance  to  provide  the  necessary  information.  Second,  the  program  places  an 
administrative  burden  on  the  "A"  Detachment  Commander  for  which  he  has  no 
facility.  Third,  the  classification  of  tho  implementing  directive  (SECRET/ 
ITOFORN )  precludes  storage  of  the  &oouncnt  at  the  "A"  Dotachmont  comp  sites. 

In  an  attempt  to  eliminate  these  problems ,  SKIAT  representatives  have  been 
attached  to  each  "C"  Detachment.  Their  mission  13  primarily  to  advise  in 
the  implementation  of  the  3 our a e  Control  Program  and  further,  to  advise 
subordinate  commanders  on  the  establishment  of  intelligence  net3  and  the 
handling  of  agents.  The  efforts  of  the  SMIAT  personnel  have  and  will  be  of 
paramount  importance  in  establishing  on  effective  Source  Control  Program, 

b.  In  Fobruary,  03  Officers  were  assigned  to  each  "C"  Detachment 
and  in  March  to  the  Group  Headquarters.  Their  efforts  have  aided  materially 
in  improving  the  quality  and  quantity  of  intelligence  reporting.  The  Group 
Headquarters  has  Initiated  a  Daily  Intelligence  Summary  to  the  "0"  Detach¬ 
ments  as  a  moans  of  increasing  feedback  and  of  keeping  commanders  informed 
on  other  CTZ  intelligence.  "C"  Detachments  now  forward  weekly  intelligence 
summaries. 


o.  Comprehensive  studies  are  being  made  on  all  coup  sites  for 
forwarding  to  HQ  USMACV  as  a  vehicle  to  assist  in  planning  for  contingency 
operations;  special  emphasis  is  being  placed  on  tho  more  isolated  camps  in 
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I  and  IX  CTZ  duo  to  the  forthcoming  monsoon  season#  Similarly,  studies 
ere  being  prepared  on  War  Zone  "C"  and  "D"  end  other  VO  "inviolate”  areas 
in  preparation  of  future  offensive  operations. 

d.  Considerable  emphasis  was  placet,  pon  administration  and  doc¬ 
ument  security  during  tho  past  quarter.  The  purposes  were  two  fold:  First, 
to  revamp  the  system  and  align  tills  Headquarters  with  implementing  direct¬ 
ives  from  HQ  USARV;  second,  to  prepare  the  Group  for  tho  AGI  which  was 
conducted  cn  19  -  21  March.  The  filing  system  was  overhauled  completely  to 
facilitate  ready  reference  and  a  new,  more  secure,  document  logging  system 
has  been  effected.  The  system  employs  one  document  per  log  sheet.  The  log 
sheet  alao  serves  as  a  destruction  certificate  by  stamping  it  with  proper 
instructions.  Thus,  the  possibility  of  administrative  error  caused  when 
transferring  the  log  entry  from  the  BA  Form  455  to  BA  Form  546  is  eliminated. 
Consistent  with  Tj’SAHV  Regulation  380-5,  a  new  briefing/debriefing  system 
has  been  employed,  which  more  thoroughly  insures  that  each  individual  under¬ 
stands  his  obligation  regarding  the  dissemination  of  classified  information. 

3.  Operations  and  Training. 

a.  CIb'i  Program:  The  CIDG  program  is  continuing  to  prove  its  value 
as  a  stabilizing  force  in  the  complex  war  effort  in  Vietnam.  It  lias  proven 
to  be  a  dollar-saving  economy  of  force  measure  designed  to  establish  GVTT 
control  in  rural  areas  in  addition  to  the  assigned  offensive  missions. 

USASF  Detachments  are  advising  over  75 » 000  CIDG  and  lil'/p?  troops  with  an 
overall  5*th  Special  Forces  Grouj  strength  of  2,292.  Throughout  the  quarter 
the  kill  ratio  of  known  VC  ICIA  to  TJ.S.  1QA  has  bean  71*6:1.  Despite  the 
increased  actions  of  ITVA  forces  the  VC/CIDC-  kill  ratio  has  remained  4*3*1 
for  the  quarter. 

b.  Significant  CIDG  Aotians. 

(1)  The  most  significant  operation  lias  been  .mentioned  prev¬ 
iously;  The  battle  of  A  Shau.  Others  worthy  of  mention  are  the  120nmi 
mortar  attack  on  Camp  pie  Sanh,  I  Corps  and  Operation  ''Goodyear*'  conducted 
in  Tay  Hinh  Frovinoe  in  II  Corps  (inol  22). 

(2)  Other  operations  of  significance  are  the  successful 
operations  conducted  by  Camp  Bale  Pek,  and  Camp  Buon  Sa  Yang  in  II  Corps.  A 
company  size  patrol  moved  south  of  Dak  Fek  to  the  abandoned  CIDG  camp  of 
Dak  Sut,  this  being  the  first  time  that  friendly  forces  had  entered  the 
area  since  the  camp  was  overrun  and  lost  in  August  1965.  A  PRC-10  and  sub- 
* t ant iail quantities  Of  ansunttfron  were  discovered  at  the  old  oamp  site, 
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indicating  that  after  taking  the  camp  the  VC  moved  out  and  did  not  return. 
In  another  successful  operation  a  combat  patrol  attacked  a  rVA/VKC 
bivouac  area  which  resulted  in  4  VC  KIA,  an  undetermined  number  wounded; 

2  81mm  mortars,  2  small  arms,  and  several  documents  wore  captured.  Oper¬ 
ations  conducted  f-’oa  camp  Buon  Ea  Yang  resulted  in  5  contaots  with  the  VC. 
Ambush  and  stay  behind  tactics  resulted  in  16  VC  KIA.  After  translation 
of  a  document  found  on  the  body  of  a  VC  Company  Coranander  indicating  the 
location  of  a  VC  unit,  sn  operation  was  conducted.  Upon  reaching  the 
objective  an  estimated  VC  battalion  was  encountered.  The  CIDG  companies 
maneuvered  into  post',  on  and  brought  fire  on  the  entrenched  VC  unit.  Air 
strikes  were  conducted  against  the  VC  positions  and  upon  arrival  of  rein¬ 
forcements  the  CIDG  continued  the  attack.  Under  this  added  pressure  the 
VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew,  lie  suits  of  this  operation  were  130  VC 
KIA  (confirmed).  As  a  result  of  information  obtained,  subsequent  oper¬ 
ations  resulted  in  39  VC  KIA,  5  VCC  and  large  quantities  of  equipment  and 
document. 3  captured.  Significant  operations  in  IV  Corps  were  the  2  VC 
battalion  size  attacks  on  Camp  Tuyen  i-hon’s  FOB  an  29  Jen,  and  10  April 
(Ind  &  26)  resulting  in  269  VC  KIA  (confirmed),  and  the  surrender  of 
an  VC  platoon  at  Tinh  Bien  on  1  March  (Incl  27). 


c.  Increases  and  Gains. 


(l)  Since  1  January,  8  new  camps  have  been  established, 
end  throe  closed.  A  "B,:  Detachment,  B-24  was  established  at  Kontum,  and 
assumed  central  of  all  operational  "A"  detachments  in  Kontum  Province. 

B-25  v.as  eutcbl  iohed  at  Pleihi  and  assumed  control  of  all  operational  "A" 
detacher*  ts  in  Haiku  Pro  vino  e .  A  "B"  detachment  was  also  established 
at  Qvang  tfgai  in  I  Corps  and  assumed  operational  oontrol  of  all  "A" 
c^fcachireuts  in  Quflng  I;gai  Province.  The  advance  party  of  a  "B"  detachment 
nr.ri.v'ed  at  Kiep  Hoa  in  III  Corps,  and  are  presently  making  an  assessment 
of  Xuc  Jive  District,  and  planning  for  the  movement  of  the  remainder  of  the 
detaciifnon'; .  Hew  conns  were  opened  at  Thuong  Duo,  Quang  ITam  Province; 

.'8a  P4*n,  lay  iTinh  Province j  Go  Da  Ha,  Tay  Hinh  Province;  Ba  Chuo,  Chau 
Dec  Province^  and  Don  Phuc,  Iden  Phong  Province,  An  "A"  detachment  arrived 
a/b  I  Corps  and  is  slated  to  open  the  proposed  camp  at  i.iinh  Long  in  June. 
Three  "A:I  detachments  are  presently  deployed  Y7ith  other  detachments  in  HI 
Corps  in  order  to  ^ain  additional  experience  and  information  prior  to 
deployment  to  proposed  new  camps.  Camps  that  have  been  closed  are  A  Shau 
on  10  March  66  he  Thu  a  Thien  Frovince,  I  Corps.  Eannack,  Binh  Dinh 
Province,  was  closed  on  8  January  66.  3ao  Loo,  Lam  Dong  Frovince,  was 
closed  on  5  January  1966,  and  was  relocated  at  Tan  Rai.  Ch.  15  February 
1'ACV  Subsector  Teem  25  assumed  the  subsector  advisory  mission  for  Hoai 
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IThon  district,  releasing  the  "A"  detachment  at  Bong  Son  from  the  mission. 
With  exception  of  one  "A"  detachment  at  Tien  Pfcuoc  in  I  Corps  all  TT 
detachments  have  been  replaced  with  PCS  detachments.  The  CIDG  program  has 
decreased  in  strength  during  the  last  quarter.  The  total  number  of  companies 
has  increased  from  215  at  the  end  of  last  quarter  to  218  at  present.  This 
represents  a  decrease  in  troop  strength  from  30,400  on  1  January  to  28,694 
at  the  end  of  the  reporting  period.  This  troop  strength  is  spread  over  the 
entire  country  at  87  separate  locations, 

d.  CIDCf  Losses. 


The  most  significant  loss  of  UlDO  forces  occurred  during  the 
attack  on  Camp  A  Shau.  Casualties  reported  from  Camp  A  Shau  resulted  in  191 
CHXJ/lIIKE  FORCE  MIA  of  which  11 5  arc  believed  K1A.  There  have  been  no  other 
significant  losses  during  the  reporting  period. 

o.  Joint  ITL\F/C IRC-  Operations. 

Joint  luIAF/CIbY  operatic  ns  are  continuing  to  prove  their  value. 
Several  successful  .joint  operations  have  been  conducted  in  I,  II,  end  III 
Corps  since  last  reporting*  period. 


(l)  I  Corps  ihCih/CTU'-  joint  operations  included  providing 
FOB's  from  CIDC  camps  for  ''Tlvil'J-ICUl.X)11  projects  and  'OhiC  force  Recon  units. 
BGIiC  helicopters,  from  III  RAF  provided  support  in  evacuating;  friendly  forces 
at  the  battle  of  A  Slim  and  resupplying  into  Camp  Tien  T'hcuc  until  on  air¬ 
strip  vas  established.  CIDOr  personnel  ve.vo  used  as  guides  during  Operations 
Orange  id  Virginia, 


(2)  In  II  Corps  Camp  I  lei  Djereng,  Fleiku  Province,  operating 
north  of  the  camp  with  elements  of  the  lot  Cavalry  .division,  on  14  January, 
encountered  four  hVA  troops  capturing  one,  Vnnh  Canh,  operating  jointly 
with  an  i'-OX  division,  opened  the  road  between  Quin  Mhan  and  Vanh  Canh  on  19 
February.  Other  joint  operations  have  been  conducted  \dth  the  3rd  Brigade, 
25th  Infantry  Division  along  national  Route  19  hi  the  i-tang  Yang  pass  area- 
frith  the  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division  in  the  Pong  Tre-Le  Hoi  area. 


(3)  In  ITT  Corns*  area,  two  companies  from  the  hike  Force  in 
conjunction  with  elements  of  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade,  U.S.  1st  Infantry 
Division,  and  10th  AidlT  Division  participated  in  Operation  Silver  City  in 
War  Zone  "D!I  from  9-21  Larch.  The  two  companies  of  the' hike  Force,  operat¬ 
ing  03  an  independent  task  force,  made  i* 0  first  major  contact  of  the 
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operation  on  13  Inarch.  During  the  area  search  oper  tion  they  discovered  a 
major  political  headquarters  and  fifteen  houses.  While  a  thirty  man  force 
was  destroying  this  installation,  it  made  contact  with  an  estimated  company 
of  VC.  One  printing  press,  10  tans  of  printing  paper,  750  pounds  of  rice, 
and  15  buildings  were  destroyed. 

f.  Co-equal  Seotor/Subsector  Role. 

(1)  There  are  no  significant  changes  in  the  overall  mission, 
which  was  reported  on  in  the  last  Quarterly  Command  Report. 

(2)  Presently  there  are  37  "A:|  detachments  in  the  Subsector 
role,  and  7  "3"  detachments  in  the  Sector  Role,  this  represents  an  increase 
of  2  "A"  detachments  in  the  Subsector  role  and  1  "3"  detachment  in  the  Sector 
role. 

g.  hike  Force. 

(1)  There  i3  no  change  in  the  mission  of  the  Hike  Force  since 
the  last  reporting  period. 

(2)  The  Detachment  C-l  Mike  Force  located  in  Da  Fang  partic¬ 
ipated  in  the  reinforcement  of  Camp  A  Shau,  They  were  also  deployed  to 
reinforce  threatened  CIDG  camps  at  Tra  Bong,  Ba  To,  and  Khe  Sanh  and  to 
provide  initial  camp  security  for  the  newly  established  sites  at  Thoung 
Duo  and  Tien  Phuoc, 

(3)  During  Kerch,  elements  of  the  Detachment  C-2  Hike  Force 
at  Haiku  were  deployed  to  Bong  Son,  Polei  KLeng  and  Buon  Ea  Yang.  On  6 
January,  two  Hike  Force  companies  from  Pleiku  in  11  Corps  arrived  to  rein- 
foroe  an  operation  in  an  effort  to  dear  the  area  between  camp  Dong  Tre  said 
District  headquarters.  The  like  Force  company  deployed  at  Bong  Son  was 
used  primarily  for  internal  security  of  the  camp  due  to  an  inadequate 
strike  force.  An  additional  company  reinforced  CIDG  at  the  new  camp  site 
of  Polei  Kleng.  One  company  was  deployed  at  Buon  Ea  Yang  with  initial 
mission  of  a  reserve  force  for  a  CIDG  operation.  The  company  was  committed 
with  elements  of  comps  An  Lac  and  Lac  Thien  CIDG  force  to  assault  a  VC  base 
area  to  the  east  of  Buon  Ea  Yang.  This  mission  was  accomplished  with  excell¬ 
ent  results. 


(4)  In  February,  A-503  organized  a  like  Force  battalion  at 
ilha  Prong  with  an  authorized  strength  of  594*  The  Hha  Trang  Hike  Force 
company  (149  personnel),  7  USASF  and  6  interpreters  were  deployed  at  A  3hau 
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on  7  March  to  reinforce  i'  CIDG  against  an  impending  1TVA  attack.  The  1TVA 
attack  occurred  on  9  March  and  continued  for  two  days.  The  brunt  of  the 
assault  was  borne  by  the  Hike  Force  and  UoASF  within  the  camp. 

(5)  The  Hike  Force  status  in  III  Corps  remains  unchanged  since 
laat  reporting  period, 

(6)  The  Detachment  C-4  Hike  Force  was  formed  dining  this  re¬ 
porting  period  and  wae  located  at  Don  Pfauc,  Kien  Phong  Province.  The  USSF 
advisors  were  taken  from  17  Corps  assets  instead  of  t*  e  original  plan  of 
utilizing  a  new  PCS  team.  Ch  1  February  the  Mike  Force  advisors  moved 
into  Don  Phuc  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  received  their  first 
recruits.  The  present  strength  of  the  Mike  Force  is  3li$itly  more  than 
200  with  additional  recruits  expected.  All  training  is  being  conducted  by 
the  advisors  at  Don  Phuc.  The  Hike  Force  has  been  deployed  for  short 
periods  of  time  at  Kinh  Quan  II  and  Phu  Quoc  Island. 

h.  Training. 

(1)  LLDB  Class  7 'p6  started  during  the  first  quarter  with  19 
officers  and  89  Eli  attending.  The  EH  Basic  Course  graduated  during  the 
quarter,  with  all  89  Hi  graduating.  The  fit  are  presently  undergoing  spec¬ 
ialist  training  and  will  oomplete  the  course  on  23  May  1966,  The  LLDB 
Officer  course  is  also  scheduled  to  end  on  the  same  date.  Instruction 
presented  ranged  from  good  to  excellent.  The  Demo  Specialist  Course  now 
being  presented  will  increase  the  demolition  capability  of  the  "A"  Detach¬ 
ments.  The  instructors  in  this  committee  are  motivated,  plan  lessons 
oarefully,  and  use  training  aids  to  the  maximum  extent. 

(2)  Two  CIDG  Leadership  Classes  graduated  during  the  period. 
Class  #13  started  with  153  students  of  which  107  graduated  and  45  received 
certificates  of  attendance.  Class  #14  started  with  140  students  attending 
and  140  graduated.  Of  class  #14,  95  students  were  graduated  a3  platoon 
leaders,  and  45  as  squad  leaders.  Class  #14  was  the  first  to  receive  the 
5  week  course.  Class  #1 5  commenced  on  18  April  66  with  121  students 
attending  and  are  now  in  the  second  week  of  training.  USCF  instructors 
taught  all  classes  in  tactics  to  class  #13,  with  LLDB  instructors  observing. 
This  block  of  instruction  in  prior  classes  was  poorly  planned  and  executed. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  tactics  subjects  taught  during  Class  #14  by  the 
LLDB  instructors  has  greatly  improved.  The  technique  of  instruction  pres¬ 
ented  by  the  USSF  dv-?  ng  this  phase  of  instruction  has  been  copied  by  the 
tactics  committee,  whereas,  training  aids  ore  being  used  to  fullest  extent 
and  the  practical  exercise  portion  of  these  classes  has  become  more  realistic. 
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(3)  Two  Combat  Eecon  Platoon  Classes  graduated  during  the 
period.  Class  #11  started  with  68  students  and  6?  graduated.  One  student 
was  dropped  due  to  sickness.  Class  #L2  started  with  139  students  and  139 
graduated.  This  was  the  first  class  that  was  increased  to  four  platoons 
and  increased  from  four  to  five  weeks.  Class  #13  which  began  on  25  April 
66  coast  - :d  of  one  platoon  from  eaoh  Corp  area. 

(4)  A  Basic  Training  Course  for  LLEB  EH  started  an  29  April 
with  79  trainees.  The  course  is  six  weeks  long  and  upon  successful  comp¬ 
letion,  trainees  will  be  airolled  in  the  LLDB  3asic  Course  and  Specialist. 
Course. 


i.  Project  Delta. 

(l)  Due  to  increased  operational  missions,  the  US  personnel 
of  Project  Delta  have  been  increased  from  72  officers  nnd  men  to  100 
officers  and  men.  The'  US  element  now  parallels  the  Vietnamese  Organizational 
Structure . 


(2)  In  the  past  two  operations,  two  different  concepts  of 
employment  were  introduced  into  Project  Delta  operations.  The  first  ooncept 
was  e  infiltration  of  CIDO  (Roadrunner)  Teams  in  enemy  areas  of  control. 
These  teams,  consisting  of  three  to  five  lightly  armed  VII  personnel  in 
civilian  clothing,  walk  ro-ds  and  trails  observing  enemy  activities.  The 
second  concept  was  the  employment  of  the  91st  Airborne  Ranger  Battalion 

in  search  and  destroy  operations  within  the  Tactical  Areas  of  Responsibility 
of  Project  Delta. 

(3)  During  the  month  of  January  Project  Delta  presented  a 

short  training  program  to  members  of  the  US  1st  Inf entry  Division.  A 
similar  type  program  ts  nohednl  ad  nr  the  173rd  Airborne. 

Brigade  jnJJay-.  The  USAF  Ai~  Liaison  Offioer  end  Forward  Air  Controller 

V end" 01E  aircraft)  originally  attached  to  the  Project  on  0.  test  basis  were 
permanently  assigned  in  February  following  operations  in  II  and  III  Corps. 
“The  U&  Amy  171st  Aviation  Airlift  Platoon  (10  1IU1B  Helicopters )  originally 
placed  under  OFCCti  of  Project  Delta  has  been  returned  to  orcOi'I  of  the  5th 
SFG  (Abn).  Helicopters  of  the  unit  are  attached  to  Delta  os  required,  (incl 


j.  FTJLEO. 


There  were  no  FULEO  activities  during  this  reporting  period. 

The  5th  Special  Forces  Croup  Commander  published  a  FULHO  Policy  Letter  which 
is  enclosed  as  Inclosure  8. 
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4.  Civil  Affairs  and  Psychological  Operations. 

a.  During  this  quarter,  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group  has  initiated 
and  completed  actions  in  the  fields  of  civil  affairs  and  psychological  oper¬ 
ations  (CA/PSYOP)  that  will  have  a  far  reaching  impact  on  the  effectiveness 
of  future  Special  Forces  operations  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  (RVll).  The 
training  of  USASF,  Vh'SF,  CIDG  and  civilian  personnel,  the  implementation  of 
new  programs  and  techniques,  providing  practical  CA/PSYOP  guidance,  and  the 
distribution  of  PSYOP  equipment,  gives  Special  Forces  personnel  and  their 
counterparts  a  foundation  and -direction  in  their  CA/PSYOP  programs  that  will 
enable  them  to  significantly  improve  the  overall  effectiveness  of  their 
counterinsurgenoy  operations. 

b.  The  major  contribution  in  the  field  of  oivil  affairs/civic 
action  during  this  period  was  the  completion  of  The  5th  Special  Forces 
Group  Civic  Aotion  Guide  for  Vietnam.  The  vast  amount  of  information  avail¬ 
able  on  oivic  action,  Revolutionary  Development  and  the  organization  of  the 
GVJf  was  screened  and  compiled  in  a  simple  reference  that  provides  Special 
Forces  personnel  with  110  pages  of  detailed,  practical  and  logical  infor¬ 
mation.  This  guide  explains  the  Special  Foroes  approach  to  CA  and  gives 
detachment  personnel  the  necessary  information  to  assist  their  counterparts 
in  planning  and  implementing  highly  effective  CA  programs  at  district, 
village  and  hamlet  levels.  This  guide  meets  a  need  which  has  long  existed 
in  the  field  of  CA. 

0.  During  the  last  quarter,  an  evaluation  was  made  of  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  CIDG  CA/PSYOP  Teams  in  an  effort  to  develop  within  the  CIDG  an 
additional  and  effective  means  of  conducting  civic  action  and  psychological 
operations.  As  a  result  of  the  siiccessful  employment  of  these  units,  the 
5th  Speoial  Forces  Group  and  its  counterpart  Headquarters  developed  a  TO&E 
which  authorizes  one  team  for  each  CIDG  camp  (App.  2  to  Incl  13).  A  Joint 
memorandum  was  published  which  requires  each  CIDG  oomy  to  organize,  train 
and  employ  a  minimum  of  one  CA/PSYOP  Team  (App.  1  to  Incl  13).  Kontagnord 
CIDG  personnel  for  these  teams  attend  a  10  v/eek  course  of  instruction  at  the 
Kontagnerd  Training  Center  in  Pleilcu,  To  date,  140  CIDG  Montagnards  have 
graduated  from  the  course.  In  July,  the  Vietnamese  Political  'warfare  School 
will  present  a  six  week  training  course  fbr  tho  Vietnamese  CIDG  members  of 
these  teams.  This  program  will  give  Special  Forces  over  70  teams  that  huve 
CA/PSYOPS  as  their  primary  mission.  As  these  teams  develop  better  skills, 
techniques  and  methods  of  operation,  thejr  will  have  a  tremendous  impact  on 
tho  Ca/PSYOP  programs  in  detachment  operational  areas. 

d.  A  school  was  conducted  by  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  24  thru 
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28  Jamjars’1  for  42  USASF  Hon-Conanissioned  Officer's  who  were  assigned  to  CA/ 
PSYOP  positions  throughout  the  Group.  The  course  was  designed  to  give  the 
HCO's  a  practical  understanding  of  civic  action  and  PSYOP  activities  at 
the  "A”  Detachment  level  (App,  3  to  Incl  13  )•  Action  has  been  initiated 
through  personnel  requisitioning  channels  to  insure  that  HCO's  assigned 
to  CA/PSYOP  in  the  future  are  selected  and  trained  at  Port  Bragg  before 
arriving  in  the  KVH.  US  personnel  trained  in  CA  and  P3Y0P  can  make  definite 
contributions  to  these  programs  in  the  RV1T,  however,  consistent  and  effect¬ 
ive  CA/PSYOP,  particular  PSYOP,  must  be  developed  and  implemented  in 
conjrxi'  vu  wth  trained  Vietnamese.  Recognizing  this  fact,  coordination  has 
been  made  with  the  Vietnamese  Political  warfare  Sohool  to  conduct  a  six 
week  CA/PSYOP  course  for  VHSF  personnel. 


e.  During  the  four  month  reporting  period  30  April  1966, 

4,261  civic  action  projects  wore  completed  in  Special  Foroes  operational 
areas.  Included  in  this  figure  is  the  construction  end/or  repair  of  47 
schools,  50  dispensaries,  118  wells,  97  bridges,  and  46  roads.  Other 
projects  include  provision  of  relief  supplies  for  over  18,385  refugees 
which  moved  into  detachment  operational  areas,  numerous  medical  patrols 
and  other  projects  designed  to  gain  the  support  of  local  civilians.  USASF 
and' VHSF  11*3 Lcs,  and  Special  Forces  trained  Village  Health  Workers  treated 
230,497  patients  in  cemp  dispensaries  and  on  medical  patrols. 


f.  Special.  Forces  has  token  steps  to  improve  the  agr: -"''-ut  vo  r  e¬ 
duction  of  Nbnta£nard3  who  live  in  detachment  operational  areas.  Realizing 
the  impact  that  improved  methods  and  techniques  of  agriculture  can  have  in 
the  highlands ,  Special  Forces  detachments  encourage  find  assist  the  CIDG 
and  local  people  to  attend  agriculture  training  courses.  In  the  past  four 
months  46  CIDG  Jtr.ntagnards  graduated  from  the  Hon ta guard  Training  Center 
and  SO  civilians  from  "A"  Detachment  operational  areas  graduated  from  the 
Agriculture  Training  Center  at  Pleilcu.  limy  Special  Foroes  Camps  have 
experimental  garden  plots  which  they  use  to  introduce  the  people  to  a 
variety  of  vegetables,  improved  form  techniqu.es  and  new  farm  tools.  As 
an  example,  Comp  Buon  Ea  Yang  d eve]. oped  three  garden  plots  and  assisted 
over  1,000  relocatees  in  clearing  fond  planting  947  hectares  of  land.  To 
provide  the  people  of  the  highlands  with  a  much  needed  source  of  food,  the 
5th  Special  Fore on  Group  organized,  and  is  presently  conducting  a  two  week 
course  of  instmioticn  at  JTha  Trang  in  the  techniques  of  building  fish  ponds 
end  cdfetrg  tfisW.  Forty  CIDG  personnel  and  hamlet  chiefs  from  the  hi  glands 
have  graduated  from  the  oourse  during  this  quarter. 


g.  Tho  5th  Special  Forces  Group  PSYOP  activities  continued  to  in¬ 
crease  in  effectiveness  and  intensity.  During  the  quarter,  23  million 
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leaflets  and  over  185,000  publications  such  as  bulletins,  magazines,  post¬ 
ers  and  newspapers  were  distributed  in  Special  Forces  operational  areas. 

The  Ccjap  Tien  Bien  CA/PSYOP  iTCO  and  his  counterpart  produoed  a  bi-monthly- 
newspaper  designed  specifically  for  the  VC.  It  is  called  "The  Truth". 

In  January  five  VC  returned  to  C-V1T  control  carrying  a  copy  of  the  news¬ 
paper.  Portable  loudspeakers,  tape  recorders  and  mimeograph  machines  are 
being  distributed  to  all  detachments  to  improve  the  capability  of  Special 
Forces  personnel  and  their  counterparts  to  oarry  out  more  timely  and  effect¬ 
ive  propaganda  in  the  local  villages  and  hamlets. 


h.  The  CIDG  Motivation  Team  was  expanded  in  April  from  40  oadre 
to  55  cadre,  thereby  increasing  its  training  capability.  Organized  into 
12  five  manunits,  it  is  now  capable  of  training  680  men  per  month.  Luring 
this  quarter  ?.  total  uf  1,047  CEXJ,  101  PF  soldiers  and  five  local  officials 
reoeived  motivational  training. 


i.  The  Motivation  and  Indoctrination  Program,  employing  highly 
skilled  o&d£e,  is  only  one  approach  used  by  Special  Forces  to  motivate  CIDO 
troops,  r  \  Forces  has  initiated  an  information  program  in  each  CIDO 
camp.  This  program  requires  the  camp  commander  to  present  information 
periods  tvrioe  a  week  to  the  CLDG.  Lesson  plane  for  each  period  are  pre¬ 
pared  by  USA3F  and'VtTSP  headquarters  and  distributed  in  English  and  Vietnam¬ 
ese.  This  program,  in  whioh  the  Camp  Commander  talks  directly  to  the  troops 
convoys  the  commander's  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  CIDO  troops,  improves 
their  loyalty  and  awareness,  and  increases  their  dependability  in  combat. 
Appendix  4  to  Inclosure  13  i.3  the  joint  memorandum  establishing  the  program 
and  Appendix  5  to  Tnolosure  1J  is  on  example  of  one  of  the  lesson  plans . 

j.  Appendix  1  thru  4  of  Inclosure  14  provide  typical  examples 

of  how  Speoinl  Forces  into, -grates  civil  affairs  and  psychological  operations 
during  all  four  phene 3  of  its  operations. 

5.  Personnel  Administrative  Activities. 


c.  Authorized  Personnel  Changes. 

(l)  The  Troop  Unit  Change  Request  (TUCK)  of  6  November  1965, 
requesting  en  in  or  ease  in  strength  of  88  personnel  to  support  the  expansion 
of  the  operational  mission-' of  the  Studies  and  Operations  G-rcup  (30G)  was 
disapproved  in  January  19 66.  A  Modified  Table  of  Organization  and  Equipment 
(MTOE)  vras  submitted  to  Una  USA21V  requesting  en  increase  of  15  officers  and 
72  enlisted  men  to  3QG.>  In  addition  this  M'TOS' requested  authorization  of 
■oil  AiYlioDiie  company  oonsisting  of  15  officers,  15  warrant  officers,  and 
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87  enlisted  men.  Headquarters,  USAI.V ,  forwarded  this  lE'OE  to  COUUSIIACV 
on  2  March  1966  recommending  approval. 


(2)  Thi3  headquarters  is  in  the  process  of  forwarding  to  Hq 
USAHV  on  j-SCOS  reqjxeeth^  on  increase  in  strength  of  149  officers,  3  warrant 
officers,  and  466  enlisted  men.  This  increase  is  in  addition  to  that  cited 
in  subparagraph  5a(l)  above,  and  is  broken  down  as  follows: 


CUHPuS'IT  AUTHORIZATION 

PROPOSED  AUT  EORIZATI  ON 

OFF  wo  m 

OF?  WO  EM 

HQ  CO 

'59 

4 

203 

71 

7 

276 

CO  A 

80 

0 

278 

110 

0 

321 

CO  B 

87 

0 

272 

110 

0 

321 

CO  C 

85 

0 

275 

110 

0 

321 

CO  D 

85 

0 

27  6 

110 

0 

321 

CG  E 

4 

3 

191 

4 

3 

194 

Sp  Op  Unit  1 

23 

0 

146 

Sp  Op  Unit  2 

11 

0 

61 

400 

T 

1495 

549 

10 

19& 

(3)  T!ils  necessary  inorease  has  been  direoted  by  the  Seoretary 
of  Defense  and  approved  by  COilUSIACV. 

b.  Inoloaure  2  shows  the  attrition  rate  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1966.  These  fibres  are  valid}  however,  to  evaluate  the  kill  ratio  of 
USASF  personnel  for  the  first  quarter  of  1966  with  the  like  period  for  1965 
one  must  oansider  the  inoreased  USASF  exposure  rate  in  cognizance  with  the 
recant  escalation  of  oombat  activity.  The  following  fi gores  provide  an 
acourate  comparison  of  the  two  quarters1; 

1  ASSIGNED  STftiTTCTE  USA3F  KXA  %  2E  ASSISMSD  STR  . 

31  liaroh  1965  1333  5  .0045(5 

31  I  torch  1966  2164  22  .007 i» 


c.  On  1  January  1966  we  had  9  "A"  Detachments  TIP;  to  the  Group 
from  the  1st  Special  Forces  Group  in  Okinawa.  Eight  of  these  teams  have 
been  replaced  with.  PCS  teams  from  Fort  Bragg.  The  remaining  TDY  team  will 
be  replaced  with  a  PCS  team  in  liny  1966.  During  the  third  quarter  FY  66 
a  total  of  3  "B"  Detaohments  and  18  "A"  Detaolments  have  been  received  in 
PCS  packets  from  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina. 
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d«  Critical  1333  shortages  have  been  made  up  with  the  exception 
of  j iOS  05C2P  (Radio  Teletype  Operator)  which  continues  In  short  supply* 
Although  this  technical  skill  shortage  has  not  affected  the  operational 
ability  of  the  group  to  date,  it  could  very  well  impede  the  expansion 
plans  of  the  future. 

6.  Logistical  Activities# 


a#  General. 

(1)  Logistical  activities  increased  signifioantly  during 
the  period  1  Jan  thru  30  Ayr  66.  The  Logistical  Support  Center  oontinued 
to  provide  overall  logistical  support  to  the  Speoial  Foroes  operational 
detaohments  and  the  CIDG  spread  out  in  on  ever  increasing  number  of  loca¬ 
tions  throughout  the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  The  Logistioal  Support  Center 
oontinued  to  operate  with  approximate^  75  US  personnel,  40  Phillipino 
maintenance  technicians  and  slightly  more  than  300  indigenous  helpers. 

(2)  During  the  reporting  period  the  flexibility  of  the 
Special  Foroes  supply  system  was  tested  by  a  significant  buildup  in  the 
number  of  Speoial  Forces  detaohments  including  an  additional  C  detaohment. 
The  tonnage  of  supplies  and  equipment  distributed  by  air  to  the  operational 
detachments  in  the  field  increased  30^. 

(3)  Plans  continued  for.  decentralizing  the  supply  system 
down  to  the  C  detachment  level  for  support  of the  operational  detachments 
in  each  Corps  area.  A  15  day  level  of  seleoted  fast  moving  items  will  be 
provided’ to  each  C  detaohment  with  first  priority  .going  to  Detaohment  C-4 
in  Can  Tho  as  soon  as  additional  warehouse  facilities  are  completed. 

Stookage  levels  at  the  Logistioal  Support  Center  are  being  raised  50^ 

in  anticipation  of  this  decentralization. 

(4)  Decause  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  obtaining 
replenishment  of  Class  V  due  to  a  shortage  of  LST  support,  plans  were  eff¬ 
ected  for  moving  the  CIDG  ammunition  stocks  to  Cam  Hahn  Bay  from  Okinawa 
with  a  target  date  of  1  July. 

b.  Air  liovement. 

(l)  The  total  tonnage  hauled  by  Air  movements  during  the  first 
quarter  1966  was  slightly  more  than  23  million  pounds  or  an  inorease  of 
75/;.  A  new  reoord  in  the  amount  of  oar  go  moved  in  one  month  by  LSC  was  set 
in  larch  -  9*5  million  pounds. 
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(2)  During  ^-e  reporting  period  a  total  of  6  emergency  re¬ 
supply  missions  were  effected  By  aerial  delivery  of  emergency  supplies  to 
detachment  in  the  field  within  5  hours  after  receipt  of  the  request, 

(3)  CV-2B  Caribou  aircraft  were  provided  to  the  C  detachments 
in  order  to  provide  them  with  the  increased  capability  of  shuttling  supplies 
from  their  locations.  A  commensurate  increase  in  the  use  of  C-lJO's  with 
their  larger  hauling  oapacity  was  utilized  in  hauling  cargo  to  the  J  detach¬ 
ments.  Approximately  20^a  of  the  total  cargo  hauled  was  airdropped  or 
lolexed  and  the  balance  airlanded,  with  first  priority  going  to  newly 
established  camps. 

(4)  Testing  of  the  CV-7  Buffalo  which  assisted  the  Air  Move¬ 
ments  Section  in  hauling  supplies  was  completed  during  the  reporting  period. 
The  CV-7  was  considered  a  valuable  asset  for  Special  Forces  logistical 
support  opera ti  0113. 

c.  Supply.  The  supply  branch  of  the  Logistical  Support  Center 
continued  to  improve  its  operating  capability  in  order  to  meet  the  in¬ 
creased  demands  placed  upon  its  staff  in  conjunction  with  the  buildup. 

The  physical  plant  of  the  stool:  records  section  was  expanded,  Lew  offices 
were  built  for  the  Supply  Officer^  the  Food  Service  Officer  and  the  hand 
receipt  section.  A  customer  service  area  was  added  iu  order  to  provide 
a  working  area  to  personnel  with  supply  problems.  Security  of  the  supply 
storage  area  was  improved  by  the  completion  of  a  fence  around  the  entire 
area,  the  Initiation  of.  a  pass  system  for  individuals  desiring  to  enter 
tho  area,  .and  the  addition  of  sentry  dogs  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 


d.  Maintenance • 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period  41*  nunbor-  of  Philipp  in  o 
maintenance  technicians  was  increased  from  70  to  1J2  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of  the  programmed  expansion.  These  additional  personnel  will 
provide  up;  to  a  Jrd  echelon  capability  to  the  B  detachment  to  which  they 

are  assigned  and  will  provide  the  B  detac limen t  and  the  attached  A  detachments 
the  maintenance  support  required  for  continuous  operations. 

(2)  In  conjunction  with  the  additional  maintenance  technicians, 
repair  parts  are  being  provided  to  the  C  and  3  detachments  in  order  to  keep 
the  various*  makes  and  models  of  equipment  utilized  in  the  CIDG  program 
operational,  These  j;erts  are  now  on  order  and  a  separate  warehouse  is  going 
to  bo  constructed  at  the  Logistical  Support  Center  for  stock age. 
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(3)  The  weapons  repair  facility  was  expanded  providing  a 
depot  maintenance  capability  for  the  weapons  used  in  the  CIDG  program. 

(4)  During  the  period  a  total  of  658  minor  and  107  major 
repairs  were  accomplished  by  the  maintenance  section  at  the  Logistical 
Support  Center.  Due  to  the  increasing  number  of  items  to  be  maintained, 
work  has  begun  to  enlarge  the  shop  facilities. 

e.  Construction:  Construction  activities  also  expended  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  buildup.  13  construction  projects  were  completed  and 
another  8  initiated  at  the  Croup  Headquarters  in  Rha  Trang  alone  while  all 
C  Detachments  have  also  been  increasing  their  physical  facilities.  An 
additional  12  A  detachments  and  4  3  detachments  were  provided  with  the 
necessarvi  oanstruotion  materials  for  their  new  installatims^tturing  the"*1" 
"opening  of  Aom  Cat  in  Vfer  iuone  D,  approximately  350^'00(5'  poinds  of  supplies 
consisting  of  mostly  construction  materials  were  delivered  by  air  in  the 
first  week. 

f.  Pood  Service*. 

(1)  A  menu  printed  in  Vietnamese  was  provided  to  the  oper¬ 
ational  detachments  as  a  guide  for  requesting  indigenous  "A"  type  rations. 
The  menu  was  based  on  a  daily  diet  of  2,800  to  3*000  calories  a  day  for 
indigenous  personnel. 

(2)  Electric  freezers  are  being  issued  to  operational  det¬ 
achments  in  remote  locations  for  storage  of  frozen  foods  beoause  freezer 
compartments  of  rofrgerators  are  too  small  for  bulk  storage  of  frozen 
provisions  for  US  Personnel.  A  $00  cubic  foot  freezer  has  been  placed  at 
Gamp  Goodman  in  Saigon  for  storage  of  frozen  commissary  items  that  are 
purchased  by  detachment  personnel  and  are  awaiting  shipment  to  the  field, 

A  2y-  ton  refrigerator  truck  has  been  placed  on  request  for  Camp  Goodman . 
This  truck  will  be  utilized  to  transport  frozen  items  to  the  aircraft  and 
will  reduce  spoilage  in  the  event  a  flight  is  cancelled.  Additional  150 
cu  ft  refrigerators  have  been  placed  on  request  and  will  be  distributed 
to  "3"  and  "C:'  team  level  for  the  storage  of  frozen  foods  in  support  of 
the  "A"  detachments. 

(3)  A  total  of  125  kerosene  three  burner  stoves  at  :,14,50 
oach  have  been  ordered  to  replace  butane  gas  stoves  now  used  by  all  "A" 
detachments  because  of  the  short  supply  of  butane  gas.  All  butane  gas 
stoves  will  be  redistributed  to  and  “C"  detachments  in  order  to  reduce 
the  shuttling  of  butane  bottles  back  and  forth  by  aircraft. 
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(4)  A  ranch  type  corral  has  been  completed  near  Uien  Khanh 
(Det  A-302)  in  order  to  graze  cattle  for  feeding  the  CIDS.  Cattle  are 
being  procured  from  the  Province  Chief,  Tuy  Hoa,  Phu  Yen. 

(5)  Pood  Service  has  found  that  under  the  present  TOE 
there  is  a  shortage  of  mess  personnel.  A  new  TD  has  been  requested  to 
add  eight  additional  mess  personnel  to  the  eight  Group  presently  has  in 
their  TOE.  Also  a  request  has  been  added  for  two  (553  LQ3)  Ration  Break¬ 
down  ITCO's  for  the  Class  I  warehouse. 

(6)  At  present  Pood  Service  has  a  canned  type  meat  under 
test  at  A-502.  This  meat  will,  if  approved,  be  kept  on  hand  at  each  ,:A'*‘ 
team.  It  will  be  issued  and  consumed  only  during  emergencies  and  can  be 
consumed  hot  or  cold. 

7.  Aircraft  Support. 

a.  General,  fho  aircraft  supporting  the  5th  Special  Forces 
0-roup  are  three  classes:  Command  and  Control,  Cargo  and  Special  Mission, 
The  increase  in  new  camps  end  personnel  has  led  to  a  greater  requirement 
for  all  classes  of  aircraft.  During  the  reporting  period  there  have  been 
marked  improvements  in  the  aircraft  support  received  by  the  group ,  but 
there  is  still  a  greater  need  for  all  three  classes  of  support  as  outlined 
below. 


(l)  Command  and  Control  Aircraft.  During  this  period  the 
group  has  continued  to  receive  5  U1A  (Otter)  aircraft  for  Command  and  Control 
purposes.  Two  of  these  are  provided  at  ITha  'Prang  and  one  is  provided  to 
the  LUG  in  Saigon.  These  aircraft  also  provide  a  small  logistical  capabil¬ 
ity  for  the  transportation  of  sensitive  or  security  items  such  as  communic¬ 
ation  equipment  which  is  usually  transported  to  the  camps  in  conjunction 
with  command  visits.  In  addition  to  the  Otters,  some  of  tho  Command  require¬ 
ments,  expecially  at  the  "C:'  Detachment  level,  has  been  satisfied  by  the 
addition  of  the  171st  Aviation  Company.  This  company,  which  resulted  from 
n  combination  of  the  145th  Aviation  Pit  end  the  171st  Aviation  Pit,  was 
placed  under  the  operational  control  of  the  group  in  larch  1 966.  It  provides 
20  H01J  Helicopters  for  command  purposes  as  well  as  for  speoial  missions. 

At  the  present  time  4  DUlBs,  one  per  Corps  area,  axe  provided  to  the  i!C,: 
Detachment  commanders j  3  LUlBs  are  allocated  to  the  C-5  Detachment,  and  the 
remainder  are  utilized  for  the  special  mission  of  supporting  the  Delta  Project 
operations.  While  the  allocation  of  4  helicopters  to  the  "C"  Detachments 
provides  some  relief  for  that  level  of  cournand,  there  still  exists  a  definite 
need  for  more  helioopter  support  to  the  Corps  areas.  Subsequent  helicopter 
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additions  to  the  171st  Aviation  Company  should  help  to  remedy  the  situation, 
since  it  in  projected  that  2  VUlLs  will  be  allocated  to  each  Corps  area 
under  the  operational  control  of  the-  i:Cil  Eetachmer.t  coasicaider. 

(2)  Car. vo  Aircraft. 

(a)  Ov-23  -and  C-123  Aircraft 1  Despite  continuous  requests 

for  addition;’,!  CY-2E  and  C-123  aircraft  support  based  on  rhe  projected  build-up, 
the  5th  3!v  rscoivos  on  average  of  3  CV-2B3  and  4  C-123o  on  a  daily  basis, 
'■'ormallv  each  aircraft  averages  3  tripe  daily,  the  CY-2B  carries  a  pa  lor. d 
of  5 1 000  lbs  and  the  0-123  carries  a  payload  of  10,000  lbs,  which  ives  the 
Air  ova. ion to  lection  a  daily  capability  of  moving  165,000  lbB  utilizing  these 
direct  support  aircraf  Based  on  current  convnittmcnts  and  projections  the 
daily  capability  must  :  :.ch  a  300,000  lbs  figure,  ihis  capability  could  be 
reached  with  the  ad  itio:...  of  3  ';~12b  aid  1  OV-23  aircraft  on  a  daily  basis, 
or  by  tV.o  cccmu  !’tr  ent  of  1  C-130  aircraft  ir.  direct  supp  orb  of  the  yroup. 

'this  latter  capability  would  allow  the  L3C  to  establish  a  mare  decentralized 
nuy-  ly  system  by  giving  it  the  opportunity  to  ship  in.  bull:  to  w-1  at  Dsnan.  , 

0-3  at  Lien  ho  a  •  re-  C-4  at  Can  :ho.  arch  of  the  C-4  sections  of  those 
detachments  is  presently  experiencing'  cod  local  aircraft  support  at  irroir 
locations.  .  hilo  the  major  it-  of  tha  support  missions  flow’.  b1  the  OW-ZTis 
arid  C-l?3s  are  airland  missions,  the  '  otll  maintain  their  .airdrop  capability 


tha  report  in.;’ 
below: 

period  the  util is a cion 

'  rater,  in  pounds 

JA— AAd 

C7-2B  (AAA  r  In  cl ; 

C-123 

Airland 

6,369,306 

7,335,264 

Airdrop 

2 ST, 533 

2,063,737 

Lolex 

12j6o:; 

0 

Total 

6, 6 '-9,639 

9,919,071 

(b)  C-I30  Aircraft;  As  mentioned  above,  utilization  of 

the  O-13G  aircraft  is  the  kev  to  a  .more  fluid  logistical  37a ten  within  the 
5th  Gd;‘  and  to  rusting;  a  d-ril**  roquirer-eut  of  3^0,000  lbs  of  cnjjo  daily  from 
the  AfC  to  the  camps  throughout  Vietnam.  At  the  present  time  there  are  approx¬ 
imately  1 6  S.A  locations  with  C-130  ai;  field  capabilities,  and  several  others 
that  are  in  the  process  cf  being  a;  proved  for  this  capability.  It  is  the 
plan  of  the  . fyyineer  Teams  organic  to  this  pro1  ip,  to .  extend,  ns  mr.r.v  H-123 
strips  to  r.  C-130  capability  tin  opportunity  affords' itself .  All  new  con¬ 
struction  of  camp  ai:.  strips  by  these  1-h  ireer  teems  is  projected  for  a  C-130 
capability  whore  possible.  lie  utilisation,  figures  listed  below  should 
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indicate  the  exceptional  overall  capability  of  this  aircraft  vith  its 
allowable  oargo  load  of  25,000-10,000  lbe.  These  figures  ere  baaed  on  C-130 
aircraft  utliisatlon  for  specific  mission  requirements  which  averaged  leas 
than  one  per  day  during  the  reporting  period*  It  is  conceivable  that  with 
a  C-130  aircraft  in  direct  support  of  the  group*  a  normal  monthly  utilisation 
figure  of  over  6,000,000  lbs  could  be  easily  achieved.  This  aircraft  also 
has  an  outstanding  airdrop  capability,  end  tan  ha  utilised  to  drop  using  the 
standard  modular  platfeom  heavy  drop  system,  the  container  delivery  system 
(12  A-22  containers;  18,000-25,000  lbs  payload,  using  either  0-13  or  0-12 
Parachutes)  or  special  s,  stems  such  as  the  Parachute  Lew  Altitude  Delivery- 
System  (PLADd)  and  the  Lew  Altitude  Parachute  Extraction  System  (LAPES). 

This  airdrop  capability  would  be  greatly. advantageous  during  the  build-up 
phase  of  new  camps,  since  we  could  airdrop  large  vehicles  and  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  supplies  to  the  new  camp  during  the  most  critical  phase  (as  exper¬ 
ienced  at  m  Cat) , 


C«0.;0  Utilisation  Figures: 

JAtf-HA#  Airlands  5,693,436 

Airdrop:  31,488 

8,  Radical, 

a.  Outline  of  Medical  Activities: 

(1)  Medical  Training  Teams:  Four  (4),  three  (3)  nan  training 

'  Crorr  the  1st  .SPG,  Okinawa,  were  deployed  one  to  each  "C"  Detachment, 
ns  have  conducted  5  day  refresher  courses  far  USASF  medics  at  the 
,!3n  Detachment  level.  At  present  they  are  conducting  a  2  week  basic 
MedlclA  course  for  CIDC-  medics  at  the  "A"  and  "P"  Detachment  level.  Upon 
population  of  this  phase  of  their  mission  they  will  conduct  a  6  week  course 
of  instruction  for  Hamlet  Health  Markers  (Vietnamese  Civilian  Sub-prof ea oional 
?eren®E»l)  fraa  a  standardized  PCI  prepared  by  the  Group  Surgeon’s 
Office  ?.f  this  final  phase  of  training  is  successful,  similar  courses  will 
be  prodsucedc!  two  or  three  tiaes  a  year  by  USASF  medics  in  areas  needing 
Hamlet  la  1th  Workers  where  CVTJ  is  unable  to  provide  training.  Plans  are 
belngtoa^e  to  request  four  more  training  teams  from  the  1st  SFG  for  6  months 
j  wltbi  the  5th  SFG  to  carry'  out  a  mission  similar  to  that  described  above. 

(2)  Hed-ital  cpe~  .cions  Section  has  prepared  necessary  PCI’s 
audtessom  p.ians  to  cover  ail  aspects  of  the  5th  3PC  medical  program.  Copies 
:f  tthise^tar®  been  made  available  to  all  "C"  Detachment  Surgeons  and  a  central 
1'fbrury  ls>  being  maintained  in  the  Group  Surgeon's  operations  section.  These 
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will  be  periodically  revised  and  current  indexes  made  available  to  all  Detach¬ 
ments  sc  that  medics  can  requisition  this  material  as  needed. 

(b)  Training  aids  applicable  tc  medical  subjects  available 
through  all  lilitarj  and  civilian  channels  in  country  have  been  procured  and 
samples  distributed  to  all  '*C n  Detachments  with  information  on  requisitioning 
additional  'r^terials.  In  this  way  it  is  hoped  all  Detachments  can  be  kept 
current  on  aids  available  to  them  ano  procurement  procedures, 

b.  Preventive  Medicine  Activities: 

(1)  The  Preventive  Medicine  Cfficer  has  coordinated  with  and 
assisted  civilian  authorities  in  the  investigation  and  management  of  several 

plague  epide’oics.  Of  greatest  i  iportance  in  this  regard  is  the  rapid  diss¬ 
emination  of  ti.nely  spot  reports  frem  lidASF  medics  in  the  field  to  appropriate 
loAiD  and  CwF  Health  Officials. 

(2)  In  the  local  area,  the  Preventive  Medicine  section  responded 
to  a  Cholera  outbreak  in  Ilha  Trang  with  an  immunization  program  for  indigenous 
personnel  in  the  Croup  Headquarters  and  nearby  Special  Forces  Detachments. 

(3)  The  Veterinary  Cfficer,  IDT  from  the  1st  SFG,  responded 
to  three  reports  of  animal  epidemics  in  the  vicinity  of  C1DG  camps  in  I,  11, 
and  IV  Corps,  providing  information  to  GVI!  Animal  Husbandry  Authorities  and 
assisting  in  treatment. 

c.  Current  Activities: 

(1)  Medical  Cross  Training  Program:  To  maintain  a  high  level 
of  First  Aid  Training  and  proficiency  for  all  5th  SPG  personnel,  A  Pci 
for  refresher  First  Aid  Training  of  non-medical  personnel  was  distributed 
from  the  Office  of  the  Surgeon,  The  course  is  14  hours  in  length  and  is 
to  be  repeated  at  6  month  intervals  by  "A"  and  "B"  Detachment  medics  for 
all  assigned  personnel.  Emphasis  on  this  program  was  directed  by  the 
Group  Commander  at  the  "C"  Detachment  Germanders'  Conference. 

(.2)  CIDC  Dispensary  and  Convalescent  Ward:  The  large  number 
of  C1DG  personnel  inffha  Trang  and  the  increase  in  medical  evacuation 
of  C1DG  personnel  from  camps  in  southern  II  Corps  to  fcha  Trang  raised  the 
requirement  for  a  CIDG  convalescent  ward  such  as  exists  at  the  "C"  Detach¬ 
ments.  Approval  has  been  given  for  a  pre-fabric at ed  building  to  house  this 
30  bed  facility.  Final  plans  are  presently  being  made  with  the  FLD3  Surgeon 


20 


c:ySf'i9£vr//n 


CONf-lDB/^r/AL. 

AVSF  10  May  1966 

SUBJECT:  Canmand  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (RCS  CSGPC-28 
(Rl))  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1966 

to  locate  this  facility  in  the  1LDB  compound  in  Nha  Trang  and  to  staff  it 
jointly  with  LLDB  and  5th  SPG  medics  and  physicians.  Advanced  training  for 
CIDG  medics  will  also  be  conducted  here. 


(3)  LLDB  Medical  Re-organization: 


(a)  The  Group  Surgeon  has  rendered  assistance  to  the  LLDB 
Surgeon  in  the  areas  of: 

1.  Plans  for  improving  the  training  of  LLDB  medics. 

2.  More  efficient  utilization  of  LLDB  medical  resources 
2.  Definition  of  goals  the  LLDB  medical  program  seeks 

to  achieve. 


4.  Request  for  additional  personnel  and  equipment 

to  achieve  the  above. 

(b)  Efforts  have  been  made  to  conform  closely  to  USASF 
policies  while  taking  cognizance  of  the  LLDB  limitations  and  to  find  a 
workable  compromise  between  the  two. 


d.  Medical  Suppl; ':  A  list  of  critical  items  has  been  formulated, 
the  amounts  of  which  will  be  reported  monthly  fron  the  "C"  Detachments  to 
insure  that  adequate  levels  do  exict  in  country.  This  will  serve  as  a  basis 
for  initiating  emergency  requests  out-of -country  for  medical  supplies. 

9.  Signal . 

a.  Total  traffic  c^unt  continued  to  increase  during  the  reporting 
period,  however  the  increase  per  month  1  ~.s  been  gradual  in  comparison 

to  the  sharp  rise  experienced  during  November  and  December  of  the  preceding 
quarter,  A  total  of  3>423  messages  were  handled  by  the  SFCD  Corn-Center, 
where  as  the  Ccra-Centers  at  subordinate  headquarters  handled  a  total  of 
2,155  messages.  A  continuing  increase  is  expected  with  the  increase  of 
A  and  B  Detachments,  increased  number  of  Forward  Operation  Bases,  and 
the  improved  communications  capability  provided  by  radio  sets  AII/FRC-64 
and  AM/PItC-74 . 

b.  The  AN/PRC -64  radio  set  has  provided  highly  reliable  ccraraunic- 
ations  in  support  of  the  saturation  patrolling  concept.  This  lightweight, 
dry  cell  battery  operated  set  is  providing  CW  communications  over  distances 
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fran  20  to  200  kilometers .  The  voice  capability  of  the  set  has  been 
very  unreliable  over  distances  from  0-50  kilometers.  The  only  disadvant¬ 
age  noted  to  date,  is  the  antenna  system.  Elements  of  the  command  are 
experimenting  with  a  whip  type  antenna,  which  if  acceptable  will  greatly 
reduce  the  time  required  to  install  the  long  wire  type  antenna  presently 
utilised.  It  was  assumed  that  the  set  would  satisfy  the  Delta  Project 
requirement  for  reliable  short  distance  voice,  and  long  distance  CW 
communications,  however  this  has  proven  otherwise,  due  to  the  inherent 
skip  tendencies  of  the  set  and  the  time  required  to  place  in  operation 
(15-20  minutes). 

c.  Sufficient  AN/PRC-25  radio  sets  are  now  on  hand  to  issue  these 
to  each  operational  detachment.  This  set  has  greatly  improved  the  over 
all  FI1  communications  capability  in  support  of  air  to  ground  and  ground 

to  ground  operations.  It  has  enabled  the  operational  detachments  to  extend 
patrol  actions  over  distances  which  could  not  be  realized  due  to  the  limited 
range  of  radio  sets  AN/PRC-10  and  HT-1A.  Plans  have  been  formulated  which 
will  eventually  eliminate  all  AN/PKC-10  radios  from  the  group  inventory 
and  replaced  by  the  PKC-25. 

d.  The  requirement  far  radio  set  AN/PRC-74  becomes  mare  critical 
with  the  increase  of  Project  Delta  operations,  increased  number  of  Forward 
Operation  Bases  and  the  shortage  and  maintenance  problems  experienced  with 
the  present  single  side  band  equipment  (AN/FRC-93) .  Project  Delta  doe3  not 
have  the  capability  to  establish  reliable  communications  between  the  Forward 
Operations  Base  and  Deployed  Recon  Teams.  At  present  F'i  is  utilized  through 
an  airborne  relay  station.  The  AN/PRC-74  will  provide  direct  voice  and  C;.’ 
communications  between  the  two  locations  ever  short  (0-20  I;,s)  distances. 

The  requirement  to  establish  FCB's  to  control  and  extend  operational  areas 
has  materially  increased  the  need  for  a  side  band  set  which  does  not  require 
a  generator  power  source.  The  AN/PRC-74  will  satisfy  the  requirement.  Fur¬ 
ther,  the  constant  maintenance  problems  inherent  with  the  c anmerically 
manufactured  AF/FRC-93*  and  its  requirement  for  generator  power,  has  reduced 
the  set's  capability  of  providing  reliable  communications.  This  is  partic¬ 
ularly  true  when  a  camp  is  under  attack.  The  radio  requires  a  doublet  or1 
long  wire  antenna  which  are  vulnerable  to  ground  and  mortar  fire  and  will 

if  destroyed,  render  the  set  inoperative.  If  each  operational  detachment 
is  issued  one  AN/PRC-74,  it  can  be  utilized  for  long  range  communications 
with  the  base  camp  and  a  float  side  band  set  for  the  AN/PRC-93. 

e.  A  Crypto  Material  Distribution  Agency  (PI3TEA)  was  established 
by  this  headquarters  effective  15  April  1966.  This  Distribution  Agency  will 
provide  the  advantages  listed: 
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(1)  A  more  efficient  method  of  distribution  will  be  effected. 
Prior  to  15  April  all  Crypto  Custodians  were  compelled  to  travel  to 
Saigon  each  month  to  receipt  for  crypto  material  to  support  operations 

for  the  following  month.  This  was  time  consuming.  Crvriors  assigned 
to  the  DI3TRA  will  deliver  all  material  to  the  C  and  B  Detachments  which 
will  eliminate  time  and  afford  greater  security  and  control. 

(2)  In  that  this  headquarters  has  one  account  and  a  number  ox 
sub  account s,  the  number  of  crypto  devices  authorized  will  be  increased. 

This  will  provide  a  realistic  maintenance  float  which  enhances  the  over 
all  maintenance  capability.  In  the  past  the  5FCB  and  each  C  Detachment 
maintained  separate  accounts,  which  reduces  the  number  of  floats  authorized 
to  each  Crypto  Facility. 

(3)  The  DISTRA  at  this  headquarters  eliminates  the  numerous 
reports  which  each  C  Detachment  crypto  custodian  was  reouired  to  submit . 

All  reports,  except  feeder  reports,  will  be  accomplished  by  the  DI3TBA, 

(4)  The  procedure  of  establishing  one  account  with  sub 
accounts  (B  and  C  Detachments)  places  the  responsibility  for  the  material 
directly  on  the  user,  thus  improving  security  and  control  measures. 

10.  C1DG  Finance. 

a.  At  the  start  of  the  third  quarter  1966,  the  5th  Special  Farces 
Group  had  received  confirmation  from  Department  of  the  Array  that  its  expan¬ 
sion  program  (and  the  funds  tc  support  the  expansion)  was  approved.  The 
expansion  vus  begun  in  the  latter  weeks  of  the  second  quarter  and  its  effects 
were  beginning  to  be  felt  in  the  financial  field.  The  approval  of  the 
additional  ^21  million  eased  the  situation  in  the  in-country  portion  of  the 
budget  especially.  Along  with  the  expansion  of  Special  Forces  was  also  the 
continuing  buildup  of  United  States  and  Free  ’world  forces  in  general.  3t 
became  more  apparent  each  day  of  the  third  quarter  that  costs  generally  were 
spiraling  upward  as  the  demand  for  food,  supplies,  equipment,  construction 
materials,  and  services  increased  with  the  addition  of  each  US  and  Free  '.'arid 
unit.  The  cost  of  living  index  in  one  month  alone  rose  during  the  third 
quarter.  Examples  of  the  inflationary  trends  were  felt  mostly  in  food  and 
construction  materials  with  primary  interest  on  meat  and  lumber,  both  of  which 
have  nearly  tripled  in  cost  since  May  1965. 

b.  Too,  the  civilian  work  forces  were  dealing,  so  to  speak,  with 
United  States  units.  United  States  civilian  business  concerns  were  obtaining 
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the  mare  qualified  and  skilled  workers  to  their  employ  with  better  wage 
rates  they  were  able  to  offer.  As  a  result  a  study  was  conducted  during 
March  and  a  small  pay  increase  of  $6  per  month  was  recommended  for  all 
employees  in  an  attempt  to  retain  long  standing  employees  and  to  attempt 
to  compete  in  the  ln’oar  market. 

c.  k’ith  regard  to  the  rising  cost  of  supplies  and  materials, 
money-saving  methods  were  employed  in  an  attempt  to  achieve  as  much  dollar 
value  as  possible  for  each  dollar  spent.  Supply  personnel  began  searching 
in  various  areas  of  the  country  for  soirees  of  lumber  at  more  reasonable 
prices.  Cattle  in  herds  are  being  purchased  at  a  tremendous  savings  in 
meat  costs  rather  than  buying  heads  as  needed.  Although  the  initial  outlay 
of  funds  is  substantial  by  such  a  purchase,  the  cost  per  head  of  cattle  is 
1/3  of  the  cost  previously  experienced.  Buyers  traveled  to  the  Delta 
region  to  purchase  rice  ©  $3  less  a  bag  than  local  purchase  prices.  These 
are  but  a  few  of  numerous  instances  in  which  cost-consciousness  was  applied 
in  an  effort  to  stem  inflation.  In  each  cace  ho; ever,  costs  were  found  to 
be  still  rising  ever  the  May  1965  level. 

d.  The  recruiting  of  CIDG  Strike  Force  personnel  continued  at 
an  increasing  pace  but  was  falling  short  of  the  150  man  per  company  goal. 

It  wis  decided  to  reduce  the  goal  to  132  men  companies  and  in  so  doing 
would  serve  a  two-fold  purpose,  namely,  (l)  cone  in  line  with  recruiting 
potentialities,  and  (2)  align  the  CIDG  company  structure  with  that  of  the 
Regional  Forco/Popular  Force  structure.  This  latte.-  purpose  would  also 
provide  for  a  amoother  conversion  of  troops  from  CIDG  to  RF/?F  wh~n  the 
situation  presented  itself.  As  a  result  of  the  reduction  of  IS  men  per 
company  it  necessarily  followed  that  a  corresponding  decrease  in  funds 
were  needed  for  pay  and  allowances  and  subsistence  in  thn  ir-c oun” ry  portion 
and  less  weapons,  etc.,  were  being  issued  from  cut -of -country  furJs,  A 
study  was  conducted  on  this  matter  during  March  which  resulted  in  a  message 
to  Department  of  Army  to  withhold  %  million  from  the  fourth  quarter  auth¬ 
orization  of  funds. 

e.  a  Department  of  the  Army  team  visited  the  Group  during  January 
1966  v/ith  tho  express  purpose  of  determining  how  switchback  funds  were  being 
expended,  were  any  savings  being  made,  and  what  procedures  were  being  utilized 
to  correctly  monitor  the  budget.  Upon  inspection  of  tho  procedures,  the 

team  learned  that:  (l)  adequate  controls  were  established  and  utilised,  (2) 
limitations  were  being  placed  on  expenditure  authorizations  and  were  being 
memterai  to  insure  adherance  to  limitations,  and  (3)  excess  of  nearly  $1.5 
million  was  expected  from  the  in-country  portion  of  the  budget  as  a  result 
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c£  savings  made.  Permission  was  granted  by  the  team  to  defer  any  c anmittmenc 
on  excess  funds  until  1  April  66. 

f.  It  is  anticipated  that  costs  will  not  reduce  during  the  forth 
quarter  and  may  continue  to  rise  during  the  remainder  of  the  calendar  year. 
Continued  use  of  management  tods  and  an  air  of  cost -consciousness  will  be 
applied  to  produce  effective  dollar  expenditures  in  the  CIDG  program, 

11 .  Future  Plans. 

a.  Conversion  to  Regional  Force:  It  is  proposed  to  convert 
three  camps  on  \  July.  Two  <4  these  camps  are  in  II  CTZ,  Plei  Do  Lim  and 
a  camp  to  be  announced  at  a  later  date,  The  third  camp  being  An  Phu  in 
17  CTZ . 


r.  The  5th  Special  Forces  Group  is  currently  submitting  an  JfR£ 

T  hi.ii  when  approved  will  be  considered  adequate.  There  are  nc  plans  for 
further  erpanoion  of  the  CIDG  program, 

o.  It  is  planned  to  request  an  increase  from  249  CIDG  colonics 
authorized  by  the  end  of  this  fiscal  year  to  300  CIDG  companies.  This  Is 
to  provide  four  companies  per  CIDG  camp. 

d.  As  large  conventional  units  move  into  an  area,  the  CIDG 
c&<*y>s  will  be  phased  out  or  relocated  to  areas  where  the  population  has 
net  te«A  pacified  or  have  not  been  in  contact  with  GVN. 

€>.  It  is  planned  to  request  the  Airmobile  canpany  and  the  1’ngiiwutr 
Aoginertt&ii on  units  be  organic  to  the  5th  Special  Forces  Croup  on  cm  about 
1  June. 


x.  Project  relta  will  be  employed  30-45  days  ahead  of  a  planned, 
t-om  am  an  intelligence  gathering  element.  They  vlll  also  bo  employ  aj 
as  a  1 1 mg  range  patrol  for  large  conventional  units.  They  vlll  net  oper^e* 
».n  close  proximity  to  large  conventional  units  as  a  screening  force. 


.  ■  l  )/' *1 C  " 

Inol. ;  :  ILLlAli  k,  MC hi- AN  1 

a/s  Colonel,  Ini’  ant  ly 

Commanding 
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TO:  See  .Distribution 


1;  It  has  boon  brought  to  the  attention  of  tills  command  that  the  . 
standards  of  personal  appearance  are  not  being  upheld  by  many  personnel 
stationed  in  Vietnam,  2ji  a  letter' dated  28  Jan  66,  General  Westmoreland 
has  indicated  that  he  is  disturbed,  lest  the  overall  mission  undermine 
the  basio  soldierly  qualities  of  physical  fitness  and  military  appearanoe, 

2.  I  know  that  the  Speoial  Forces  trooper  adheres  to  the  highest 
standards  of  physical  fitness,  personal  appearance,  and  military  conduot, 
Chly  in  exceptional  and  isolated  instances,  have  I  seen  anything  to  the 
oontrary. 

3.  It  is  a  oommand  responsibility  to  initiate  immediate  corrective 
measures  concerning  any  personnel  found  deficient  in  his  soldierly  bear¬ 
ing  or  physical  fitness.  I  am  oonfident  our  standards  will  remain  high 
as  we  oontinue  to  fulfill  our  mission. 


s/William  A,  McKean 
t/  iiiij.ua.Aiii’  A.  ItoKEAH 
Colonel,  Infantry 
Commanding 
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TO;  See  Distribution 


1.  'TO&E  1-66,  CIDG  Guerrilla  Company  (Light)  this  headquarters,  dated 
1  Jan  66,  is  hereby  superseded. 

2.  This  new  TO&E  is  effective  upon  reoeipt. 

3.  Commanders  concerned  will  begin  immediate  conversion  to  this  new 
organization. 

4*  Requests  for  changes  or  exceptions  to  this  new  TO&E  will  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  this  headquarters,  ATTN*  S-3,  with  supporting  information  and  will 
not  be  implemented  without  prior  approval. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER; 


a/William  I.  Parks,  Jr. 
2  Inol;  t/WILLlAM  I.  PARKS,  JR. 

1,  Summary  of  Changes  Captain,  Infantry 

2.  TO&E  1-66  (Revised)  Assistant  Adjutant 
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Sianmry  of  Changes 

1.  MLaasailag;  jaaSai&jdare< 

a.  The  organizational  change  vd.ll  be  initiated  upon  reoeipt  of 
this  TQ&E. 

b.  The  equipment  changes  will  occur'  only  upon  notification  that 
a  canp  has  been  seleoted  for  conversion  to  RF;  but  not  prior  to  90  days 
proceeding  the  conversion  date*  At  that  time,  equipment  excess  to  TOAE 
2-66  will  be  turned  in,  and  additional  equipment  authorized  by  that  TOME 
may  then  be  requisitioned.* 

*The  following  items  may  be  requisitioned  at  any  timet 

(1)  132  Canteens  w/oover  (to  provide  two  per  man). 

(2)  132  Harness,  Load  Bearing. 

(3)  68  Entrenching  tools  (to  provide  one  per  man)* 

*  * 

2.  ffiRPOSp*  The  logistioal  changeover,  by  camp,  is  designed  to 
aocompliah  the  following! 

a.  Authorize  camps  to  keep  their  presentlizepower  until  nec¬ 
essary  to  convert. 

b.  To  minimize  and  "even-out"  the  logistioal  inpaot  on  the  L.S.C. 

3.  RECAPITULATION  OF  CHANGES! 

a.  PERSONNEL! 

(1)  Take  wpns  sqds  from  the  3  rifle  platoons,  combine  them 
to  form  a  Weapons  Platoon. 

(2)  Take  two  personnel  from  the  27  now  in  the  new  Weapons 
Platoon,  transfer  them  to  Co  Hqs. 


Strength  should 

now  be  i 

Co  Sqs 

11 

3  Rifle  Pit  Hqs 

15 

9  Rifle  Squads 

81 

Weapons  Pit 

21 

132  Total 

Inol  #  1 


o 


o 


(4)  Individual  Position/Title  Changes 

(a)  Company  Headquarters 

1  delete  aidman 

2  add  one  cook 

£  add  one  company  clerk 
£  add  one  driver 

(b)  5  Rifle  Platoon  Headquarters 

1,  convert  3  riflomen/neseengers  to  M-79  Gunners 


JL  delete  9  AR  men,  make  then  Asst  Sqd  Ldrs 

2  delete  9  Aset  AH  men,  make  then  "Rifle  Team  Chiefs" 
** 

(d)  Weapons  Platoon  Organization 


1  at  His 
Title 

£  Hat  ldr 
£  Plat  Sgt 
£  Radio  Oper 

2  Mortar  Section 
Title 

£  Seotion  ldr 


A  Sample 


1  of  3  Fpns  «jd  ldrs 
3rd  of  3  mortar  gunners 
1st  of  6  mortar  ammo  bearers 


A  Sample 


2nd  of  3  wpas  aid  ldrs 


jj,  Squad  leader  (2)  2nd  end  3rd  of  .the  3  nort  gunners 

£  Mortar  gunner  (2)  2  of  3  wst  nort  gunners 

£  Asst  mort  gunner  (2)  1  old  asst  nort  gunner 

2nd  of  6  mort  ammo  bearers 

£  Ammo  Bearer  (4)  bast  4  of  6  mortar  ammo  bearers 


Inol  #  1 


2 


Q  Q 


Moohlne  Bun  Seotion 

Title 

A  Sample 

a  Seotion  ldr 

3rd  of  3  wpns  sqd  ldrs 

b  Squad  ldr  (2) 

2  old  oaohine  gunners 

£  Machine  gunner  (2) 

3rd  of  3  assigned 

1  of  3  host  machine  gunners 

£  Asst  machine  gunner(2)  2  of  3  assigned 

£  Amo  bearer  (4) 

4  of  5  assigned 

notes  The  last  two  n.g.  anno  bearers  are  to  be  transferred  to  Co  Bis* 

4*  BauiESaiT  CIMffflBS  (upon  notification  of  conversion  but  not  prior 


to  90  days  proceeding ). 
a*  Delete 

0  •  • 

Tost,  carrying,  magazine,  COO  23 

LUO  1 

BAR  9 

0 

Mortar,  60bd  1 

Carbine,  M-l  31 

sue  23 

Magazine,  SMB  161 

0  0 

Pouch,  magazine,  SUB  45 

0  0 

Bag,  anno,  60on  mortar  2 

Binooulors  5 

Cookpot.  11 

0 

Magazine,  BAR  12 

0  • 

Magazine,  oar  bine,  15  rd  98 

0 

Pouch,  nagozlne  oarblne  42 


Inol  #  1 


3 


b,  Add 

Lounoher,  Grenade  2.1-79 
# 

Carbine,  M-2 

0  0 

Pistol,  Cal  ,4> 

'  # 

Rifle,  11-1 

Lounobor,  Grenade  M-7 
Bayonet,  U-5 
Bayonet,  Carbine,  ii-4 
Canteen  w/oover* 

Machete  v/sheath 

ir,  # 

Magazine  Pistol,  Cal  *49 

#  « 

Pouch,  Magazine,  pistol 

•  # 

Shovel,  entrenching,  u/ocnoelea* 

# 

Harness,  load  bearing* 

*Msy  be  requisitioned  at  any  tine* 


3 

37 

4 

38 
11 
38 

6 

132 

2 

33 

11 

88 

132 
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CIDO  GUERRILLA  COMPANY  (LIGHT) 

Designations  CIDO  Guerrilla  Cor^xuiy _ (Light) 

Seotiom  I.  General : 

-  t. 

Organization  -  --  --  --  -  ------- 

Equipment  -  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -- 

II*  Organisation  (Personnel)} 

Distribution  -  --  --  --  --  --  --  -- 
Recapitulation  -  --  --  --  --  --  --  - 
Reoarke-  -  --  --  --  -  -  --  --  -  --- 

III.  Oxulpoantt 

Distribution  --------------- 

Recapitulation  -  -  —  -  —  - 

Renarke-  -  —  ------ _ ------ 

SECTION  I 

GENERAL 

ORGANIZATION 

1.  MISSION  i 

a*  Conduct  bares snsnt  and  interception  along,  border  oorridors 
against  Viet  Cong  infiltrators  fron  Loon.  Canbodia  and  North  of  the  17th 
Parallel  into  the  Republlo  of  Vietnam* 

b*  Harass  and  conduct  raids  against  Viet  Cong  seoret  a  ones  and  bases* 

o*  Harrass  and  intercept  the  Viet  Gong  on  their  inland  ooono-liaison 
routes  oanneoting  one  sane  to  another* 

d*  Collect  intelligence  information  on  the  areas  mentioned  in  a 
and  b  shove* 

e*  Participate  in  spoolal  operations  prescribed  by  the  Joint  General 

Staff* 

2.  ASSIGNMENT}  Based  on  geographical  areas  as  direoted  by  Headquarters  ' 

Vietnamese  Special  Faroes  High  Command  in  oonjunotion  with  Hft.  5th  SF  OP  (Ain), 
let  SF,  f 


April  1$6€ 
TOE  1-66 


Page 

1 

2 


3 

4 

5 


5 

8 

9 


X 


V  :  O  ■  , 

3  CAPABILITIES:  o.  At  full  etrengthy  this  unit  has  the 
oapofcilitiea  * 

*  » 

(1)  Conduct  raids  t  ambushes,  and  combat  and  intelligence  petrols* 

(2)  Search  and  seizure  operations  on  a  limited  scale* 

(3)  Shall  socle  conventional  oonbat  operations* 

(4)  Canduot  of  basio  psychological  operations}  i.e. ,  distri¬ 
bution  of  leaflets y  face-to-face  meetings t  assistance  in  all  types  of  oivio 
action  programs ,  etc. 

(3)  Production  of  intelligence  for  its  own  use  and  in  response 
to  the  oammanders  Ed. 

b*  As  noted  in  the  remarks  seotion,  additional  equipment  provides 
this  unit  Tilth  the  capability  of  establishing  reoonaaieeanoe  and  euxveillaaoe 
screens  (ODG  Border  Surveillance  Mission). 

o*  The  unit  is  oapable  of  defending  itself  and  its  installations* 

4.  MOBILITY.  Mobility  of  this  unit  is  dependent  upon  outside  sources 
as  no  vehiole8  are  organio. 

3.  APPLICABILITY.  This  TOE  will  be  utilised  by  all  detaohmente  under  ‘ 
the  operational  oantrol  of  Headquarters,  3th  Speoirl  Ibroes  Group  (Airborne) , 
let  SF,  in  organising  units  under  the  CIDG  Program.  Units  will  be  ooomanded 
by  Vietnamese  Special  Foroes. 

Ml 

1.  This  table  is  the  authority  to  requisition  and  issue  in  aooordanoe 
with  procedures  direoted  by  Headquarters ,  3th  Special  Foroes  Group  (Airborne)* 

2.  individual  elloM^eft  oJ.l  apr^,  **»*•*  fit  swarqrn.uh  of- 

Seeticn  III*  * 
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INDEX 


01  Headquarters 

01  Company  CO 
02  Conpany  10 
03  let  8gt 
04  Supply  Clerk 
09  Axnorer 
06  Cook 

07  CW  Radio  Operator 
06  SWB  Operator 
09  Oo  Clerk 
10  Driver 

02  Rifle  Platoon  (3) 

01  Platoon  Leader 

02  Platoon  Sgt 

03  Platoon  Aldman 

04  Radio  Operator 

09  M-79  Gunner 

03  Rifle  Squads  (9) 

01  Squad  Leader 

02  Asat  Squad  Leader 

03  BAR  Gunner 
04  Aeot  TAIL  Gunner 


SIR  Iff  133010  MSG  CPL1C  CPL  P TO  NOSE 
11 

1  1  03/01 

11  03 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

15 

9 

3 

3 

3 

3 

61 


1  02 

1  04 

1  02 

1  1  02 
1  02 

1  02 

1  04 

3  03 

3  03 

3  02 

1  2  02 

3  08 


9 

9 

9 

9 


9  03 

9  02 

9  05 

9  04 


9 

3* 


05  Rifleman  lei® 
06  Riflenan 


04  Weapon  Platoon 

01  Platoon  Leader 

02  Platoon  Sgt 

05  Badio  Operator  - 

05  Mortar  Seotion 

01  Seotion  Leader 

Ot  Squad  Leader 

05  Mortar  Gunner 

0#  Asst  Gunner 


06  Machine  Gun  Seotion 

mi 

01  Seotion  Leader 
02  Squad  Leader 
09  Machine  Gunner 
04  Aeet  Gunner 
09  Amo  Bearer 
Beoapituletlcn 

VOSB81 

01  Pietol, . Qai  #45 
02  Carbine,  1M 

09  Carbine#  Li-2 
04  Rifle,  M~1 
05  BAR 


1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

2 

2 

2 


4 

11 

1 

2 

2 

2 


4 

132 


9 

36 


03 


03 

04 

09 


1  03 

1  03 

1  02 

1  02 

2  02 

2  01 

2  07 

4  02 


J  '  02 

2  02 

2  01 

2  05 

4  02 

5  21  32  72 


06  Light J  aohlne  Gun 
07  60pi  Mortar 
08  24*79  Grenade  Launcher 
09  M-7  Grenade  Launcher 


Bag,  ammo, , 60am  Mortar 
Binooulera,  6X30 
Carbine,  Cal.  30  I/M 
Carbine,  Cal.  30  M-2 
Compass,  Lansatio 
Ooofcpot,  W/opver  8" 

Kit,  medioal,  Company  size 
Kit,  medical,  flatoon  size 
Knife,  Bayonet,  Carbine 
Khlfe,  Bayonet,  Rifle 
Launcher,  Grandade,  M-7 
Launcher,  Grenade,  M-79 
Machete,  w/eheath 
Machine  Gun,  Cal.  30,  light 
Magazine,  Barf  Cal  *30 
Magazine,  Carbine,  15*d 
Magazine,  pistol,  Cal  .45 
Mortar,  60m 

Panels,  Air/ Ground  Recognition  set 
Pistol,  Cal  .4 5,  w/holater 
Pouch,  magazine,  pistol,  Oal  .43 
Pouch,  magazine,  o*rbine 
Radio,  HP-1 
Radio,  m-20 

Rifle,  Automatic,  Browning 
Rifle,  1M,  Cal  .30 


2 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

9 

2 

2 

3 

63 

5 

2 

1 

1 

27 

1 

1 


4  4 


2 

15  15  37 

33  2  37 

3  3  8 

12  4  18 

1 

3  3 

60  25  94 

36  38 

9  11 

3  3 

24  20  47 

2  2 

144  144 

336  119  518 

12  15 

2  2 

2 

4  5 

4  5 

144  51  222 

6  3  10 

1 

9  9 

36  3« 
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HrK|  tf  &f&U  v  ^ s>; . ;;  i  i 

i  '  ■■ 

Belt,  Pistol 

0 

132# 

Blanket,  wool 

4  t 

132#* 

Boots,  bata,  pr 

*  4 

264 

Bowl,  metal,  individual 

132 

Canteen  with  cup  &  cover 

4 

264 

Cap,  camouflage 

132 

Hammock 

*  , 

132 

Signless,  \ oaA  bearing 

15? 

Jacket '  camouflage 

132 

Jacket*  fatigue 

132 

Jacket,  Field 

4  i 

132### 

Bucket,  first  aid,  individual 

132 

Ponobo 

« 

132 

Bueksaok,  local  purchase 

•4  - 

132 

Suit,  blaok  (coat  &  trousers) 

• 

132 

Sweater,  wool  OD 

4 

132*** 

Trousers,  camouflage 

4 

132 

Trousers,  fatigue 

132 

*  Substitute  "9  belts,  ammo,  AR,  for  personnel  aimed  with 

**  Double  allowance  authorised  in  Regions  where  olimatio  conditions 
warrant  issue, 

•  i-  .  !  *  I  ' 

***AllofWanoe  .author  only  in  region  where  oliittld^  eondltione 
warrant  issue. 


Beg,  anano,  60m  mortar 

■  # 

Belt,  Pistol 

#  - 

Binoculars,  6X50 

* 

Blanket,  wool 

4  0 

Boot 8,  beta,  pair 

4  * 

Bowl,  metal,  individual 
Canteen,  w/oup  and  oover 

4 

Cap,  camouflage 

4 

Carbine,  oal  *30  M-1 
Carbine,  oal  .30  1U2 
Compass,  Lensatio 

4 

Cookpot,  local  pure base 
Baomook 

4 

Harness,  Load  bearing 

4 

Jacket,  fatigue 

Kit,  nedioal,  .  oompony  sine 

4 

Kit,  nedioal,  platoon  size 

*  * 

Knife,  bayonet,  carbine 

•  * 

Knife,  bayonet,  M-1  rifle 
Launoher,  Grenade ,  IW] 

4 

Launoher,  Grenade,  14-79 

4 

LUG,  Chi.  30 

4 

Maohete,  w/sheath 

4 

Uagasine,  AR 

4 

Magazine,  oarbine  Cal.  £0  15  rd 


Magasine,  pistol 

'  0 

Mortar |  60mm 

0 

Packet,  first  aid  individual 

0 

Panels,  air/ground  recognition  set 

4 

Fie toly  Cal  .45  w/holater 
Poncho 

0  $ 

Pouch,  magazine,  carbine 


pouch,  magazine,  pistol 

4 

Radio,  HT-1 

I 

Radio,  TR-20 

0  i 

Rifle,  auto,  oal  .30 

0 

Rucksack,  local  purchase 
Shovel  entrenching  w/oarrier 
Suit  blaok  (coat  and  trousers) 

4 

Sweater,  wool  QD 

Trousers,  camouflage 

* 

Trousers,  fatigue 


*  9  H 


*■ 


o 


0 
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SEOTIOiT  r  •  •  •  '• 


.  GENERAL —  - 

ORGANIZATION 

1,  MISSION :  The  NUNC  CIDG  "MIKE  FORCE"  is  a  multi-purpose  reaotion 
force  v/hioh  vd.ll  be  looated  in  each  oi’  the  four  Corps  areas,  and  an 
additional  unit  will  be  located  at  llha  Trang.  The  missions  of  these 
forces  are: 

a.  Constitute  a  "C"  Team  reserve, 

b.  Conduct  raids,  ambushes  and  combat  patrols, 

c.  Be  prepared  to  reinforce  CIDG  oamps  under  attack, 

d.  Seoroh  and  seizure  operations.  ,, 

e.  Conduct  small  soalc  conventional  conbr.t  operations, 

2.  ASSlGHMEiiT:  Based  upon  geographical  areaE  as  directed  by 
Headquarters  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Airborne),  1st  Speoial  Forces, 

It  is  anticipated  that  eaoh  force  v/ill  operate  in  its  own  respective 
corps  area,  however,  CO,  5th  SEGA  is  authorized  to  employ  each  unit 
anywhere  in  the  Republic  of  South  Vietnam  according  to  the  taotical 
situation,  provided  necessary  coordination  with  LLDB  High  Command  and 
MACV  Headquarters  oan  be  made.  Normally,  each  "C"  detachment  oommander 
will  employ  this  reaotion  force  as  a  reserve  in  It’s  Corps  Area,  CO, 

5th  SFG  has  capability  to  reinforce  any  Corps  Area  when  the  situation 
threatens. 

INCLOSURE  5  TO  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (RCS  CSGPO-28 
(Rl))  30  April  19 66 
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SECI101T  I,  TO'i  2-55 


(Cont'd) 


EQUIKSIS 


1.  This  table  is  the  minority  requisition  and  issue  in  accordance 
with  procedure:;  directed  \y  headquarters ,  3th  Special  S'ox’ces  Group 
(Airborne). 

2.  Individual  allowances  for  all  .trades  are  listed,  in  paragraph.  09 
of  Section  III. 


3,  Allowances  of  equipment  authorised  herein  may  be  decreased  or 
omitted  at  the  discretion' ’of  the  JSSi  Detachment  Command er#  Equipment 
in  excess  to  the  authorised  allowanc e  will  not  be  requisitioned  without 
approval  of  this  Headquarters, 

ssctio,:  ix  .  oitGAiriZATio:: 

TABLE;  OP  ORGA^IZA'IIOf  Aid)  SQUIBEUT 


P»R A 

Llilfi 

DESIGHAIIOK 

SIR 

LI 

MSG 

SGI 

CPL 

01 

Co  Headquarters 

01 

Company  Cmdr 

1 

1 

zz  ■ 

Exec  Otfioer 

1 

1 

05 

Radio  Opr 

2 

2 

04 

Rifle  Grenadier 

1 

05 

Company  Medio 

1 

1 

02 

3  Rifle  Plat  Hqs 

01 

Plat  Leader 

3 

3 

02 

Plat  Sgt 

3 

3 

03 

hadio  Opr 

3. 

3 

04 

Plat  Medio 

3 

3 

01 


....  ,  '  ”  •  Y  •  V -  v  . 

: '  ... 

■  " 

•  V. 

-My' .  : 

1  SECTION  II. 

TOE  2-66(Cont*  d) 

wl 

USE 

BESIGtfATIOK 

STR  LT ' 

MSG  SGT 

CPL 

PPC*  PVT  to 

05 

01 

9  Rifle  Squads 
Squad  Leader 

9 

9 

•  •  . 

02 

Asst  Sqd  Ldr 

9- 

9 

03 

05 

AR  Gunner 

18 

18 

02  , 

04 

Rifleman 

63 

18 

18  27 

04 

3  \Jpna  Sqd  (Rifle 

Plat) 

01 

Squad  Leader 

3  .* 

3 

■-  • 

02 

Gunner  Li-G 

6 

6 

04 

05 

Asst  Gunner 

6 

6 

• 

04 

Ammo  Bearer 

12 

12 

05 

Grenadier 

3 

3  05 

05 

01 

Hqs  Wpns  Plat 

Plat  Loader 

1  1 

02 

Radio  Opr 

1 

1 

03 

Plat  liedio 

1 

1 

04 

Gunner  3.5 

1 

1  06 

05 

Asst  Gunner 

1 

1 

06 

01 

3  Weapons  Squads 
Sqd  Ldr  (Gunner) 

3 

3 

.  -  ■' 

02 

Asst  Gunner  (6Cun)  5 

3 

• 

05 

Ammo  Preparer 

3 

3 

04 

Anmo  Bearer 

18 

18 

_ .  07 

1  Reoon  Platoon 

01 

Plat  Loader 

1  1 

02 

Squad  Ldr 

3 

3 

03 

Chief  So out 

3 

3 

04 

So  outs 

9 

9 

05 

Riflemen 

3 

> 

3 

— ^ . 

3 

\ 

*  * 

* 

1 1  ■*'" 

•  • 


08  RECAPITULATION 


;•  •I  '-'v  . 

Company  C<*dla»der 

STR 

1 

L£ 

1 

23L 

3GT  CjPflr 

FFO  PVT  .  -  '  '  ' 

.  "  :■■■  :  w  -v;-  •<  :.-; 

Executive  Officer 

1 

1 

* 

•  •  ■ 

•  :  -  ’  l;', 

Medic 

5 

1 

4 

■  *;•  '  '  !  • 

Radio  Opr 

6 

6 

Rifle  Grenadier 

1 

•1  ’■■■:  V. 

Rifle  Plat  Ldr 

3 

3 

Rifle  Plat  Set 

3 

$ 

. 

' 

Rifle  Sqd  Ldr 

*9 

9 

last  Rifle  Sqd  Ldr 

9 

9 

1R  Gunner 

18 

16 

Riflemen 

63 

18 

18  27 

Wpne  Sqd  Ldr  Rifle  Pit 

3 

3 

xan 

6 

6 

’ 

Aset  LMG 

6 

6 

• 

Anno  Bearer 

12 

12 

Grenadier 

3 

3 

Wpne  Plat  Ldr 

1 

1 

Mortar  Sqd  Ldr  (Gunner) 

3 

3 

last  Mortar  Gunner 

3 

3 

Ammo  Preparer 

3 

3 

• 

Anno  Bearer 

18 

18 

Gunner  3*5 

1 

1 

last  Gunner  3*3 

1 

1 

Reoon  Plat  Ldr 

1 

1 

Sqd  Ldr 

3 

3 

Chief  Scout 

3 

3 

Soouta 

9 

9 

Rifleman 

3 

3 

TOTALS 

196 

7 

3 

34 

74 

53  27  3  drivers 

authorised 
■  t  Ihe-Tran* 

4 


* 


RHKAJUB  r  •;.•■  ,  , 

ill  personnel  armed  with  oarbine  t  Cal  JO  unless  otheiSi'ss 


CO  Armed  with  oarbine,  oe3L  JO  and  .45  oal  pistol 
01  Armed  with  *45  oal  Pistol 
02  Armed  with  BAR 

OJ  Armed  with  Launcher,  Grenade,  Carbine 
04  Armed  with  X13G 
05  Armed  with  M-79  , 


-:-sr 


06  Armed  with  3.5 


sm  msamm 

01  Company  Headquarters 

.  ,* 

Binoculars,  6  X  JO 
Camera,  35mm,  half,  fleams 
Carbine,  caliber  .JO 
Compass,  Lensatio 
Cookpot  with  cover,  8” 
Plashlight 

Kit,  medical,  oompany  else 
Knife,  bayonet,  oarbine 
Launcher,  grenade,  carbine 
Maohette  with  sheath 


;  x  ..  . 


AT.TflWAffinq  RBa.tARKS 

•  .OV  ‘V 


6;  / 


1  per  ea  6  meh 


f  V--  . 


Hsgasire,  oarbine,  15  round 
btgasine,  pistol,  oaliber  .45  3 

Panels,  air/ground  recognition  set  1 

Pistol,  oal  .45  ssmi-automatio  w/hoUter  1 


Pouoh,  universal 
Radio,  PRC-10 
Radio,  IET-1 

3  Rifle  Platoon  Headquarters 
Binoculars,  6  X  30 
Carbine,  caliber  .30 
Compass,  Lensatic 
Cookpot  w/cover  0” 

Flashlight 

Kit,  medical,  platoon  lit? 
Knife,  b<vonet  carbine 
Maohette  w/sheath 
Magazine,  carbine  13  rd 
Pouoh,  viniversal 
Radio,  HT-1 

9  Rifle  Squads,  Rifle  Platoon 
Carbine,  Cal  .30 
Cookpot  v/oover  8'1 
Flashlight 

Knife,  bayonet,  otrbtr.e 
Launoher,  grenade,  oarbine 
Maohette  xi/ sheath 
Magazine  AR 

Magazine,  carbine,  13rd 
Pouoh,  universal 
Rifle,,  autooatio,  oaliber  .50 
Belt,  rifle,  automatic 


ALimmoi 

12 


1  per  ea  6 

3 

3 


1  per  ea  6 

9 


6 


SBGncriII  TOE  2-66  (Cont»d), 


04 


05 


Weapons  Squad,  per  Rifle  Platoon(e) 

BinooUlars ,  6  X  30 

Carbine,  oal  .JO 

CompasS>  Lensatic 

Cookpot  w/cover  8"  ,  ri 

Flashlight 


LiaG ,  oal .  .  30 


Launoh.br,  grenade  11-79 
Magazine,  carbine,  ljrd 
Pouch,  universal  - 
Weapons  Platoon  Headquarters 
Binoculars,  6  X  30 
Carbine,  cal.  ,30 
Compass ,  lensatio 
Flashlight 

Kit,  Medical,  platoon  size 
Launcher  rooket ,3*5 
Magazine,  carbine,  ljrd 


Pouch,  universal 
Radio j  HP-1 

06  Weapons  Squad,  weapons  Platoon 

Carbine ,Cal  ,50. 

Cookpot  w/eover  6M 
Compass,  Lensatio 
Flashlight 

Knife,  Bayonet  carbine 


sacrxotr  III  iQB  2-$6  (Cant'd). 


06 


07 


08 


Maohette  w/sheath 
Magazine,  carbine,  15rd 
Mortar,  60  ram 
Pouch,  universal 

Reoonnai 0 sane e  Platoon  Headquarters 

Binocular? ,  6  X  JO 

Carbine ,  caliber  .JO 

Magazine,  Carbine,  15rd 

Pouoh,  universal 

Radio,  HT-1 

J  Reoonnaissanoe  Squads  . 
Binoculara,  6  X  JO  ^ 

Compass ,  Lensatic 

Cookpot  w/oover  8"  ,  :J 

Carbine,  Caliber  30 
Maohette  w/sheath  .  .. 

Magazine,  oarbine,  15rd  V 

Pouch,  universal  (..r ... 

Radio  HT-1 


:  V  \  }  .V ;  V  t  s'.  f  V  ' f J  'J  ’  ^  ;  f; ; f 

HatIBKS,  j 

.7.7 . i-r;  7  '  7 

.  189  . 

,.3, 

;  34  , 

1 

1  ■}  . 

.  .  7  . 

2  . 

2 

..,‘  7  3 

1  per  ea  6  men 
18  ,  . 

. -186  . 

,  56  ...  . 


NOTE: 


I.  1  Cookpot  w/oover  8"  authorised  per  each  6  men. 

2  •  60mm  Mortar  ammo  bearers ,  authorised  mortar  parrying  jackets . 

J,  1  entrenching  tool  authorized. per  gaoh  J,  men,. 

„  ,  4.  Heoon  Platoon  authorized  Stefl  helmets,  r  , 

5f  Eaoh  MIKE  Poroe  authorized  6  ton  truoka. 

OQ  RyAPITULATICN  -  COMPAKY  SIZE  UNIT 

Deaoriptloa  .  WPWm  BfiBilKfl. 

Belt,  Black  w/buokle  198 


SBCT3C0B  III  TOE  2-66  (Cont'd) 

..., . v. 

Belt,  Pistol 
Belt,  automatic  rifle 
Binoculars,  6  X  JO 
Blanket,  Indigenous 
Boot,  Bata 

Bowl,  metal,  individual 
Camera,  JJiam  half  frame 
Canteen  w/cuP  and  .  cover 
Hat,  camouflage 
Carbine,  oal.  ,30 
Compass,  lensatic 
Cookpot  w/cover  8” 

Flashlight 
Hammock ,  Indigenous 
Harness,  field 
Jacket,  camouflage 
Kit,  medioal,  company  size 
Kit,  medioal,  platoon  size 
Knife,  bayonet,  carbine 
Launoher,  grenade,  carbine 
Launoher,  grenade,  M-79 
LUO.  Cal.  .30 
Maohette  w/aheath 
Magazine,  AR 
Magazine,  carbine,  ljrd 
Magazine,  Pistol,  cal.  .45 
Mortar,  60mm 

Packet,  first  aid,  individual 


.  -100.  .  •  ■ 


198 

170 

14 

32  per  oompany 


1183 

3 

3 

198 
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Panels,  Air  Ground  recognition  set 

Pistol,  cal  .45 

Pouch,  universal 

Radio,  HT-1 

Radio  PRC-10 

Rifle  BAR  .30  cal 

Ruolcsaok,  Indigenous 

Trousers,  camouflage 

Trousers ,  Fatigue 


&lggang&  SMBtisa 
1 

5 

298 

13 

1 

18 

198 

396 

198 
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TABLE  OP  ORGANIZATION) 

At©  EtiUIEtdEtTT  ) 

HR.  3-66  ) 

CIDG  COMSAT  EEC OICAISSAHCE  PLATOON  (APACHE) 


Page 

Section  I.,  _Gene.rai  «*•  -  _  1 ... 

Section  II.  Organization.  (Personnel)  ~  2 

Section  III,  Equipment  —  -  -  -  _  -  —  ________  3 


2  Jan  66 
TOE  3-66 


SECTION  I 
GENERAL 


I,  MISSION! 

a,  Perform  reconnaissance  and  psychological  operations  in  the 
villages  and  hamlets  within  the  operational  area  of  each  CIDG  camp, 

h.  Perform  reconnaissance  missions  within  Viet  Cong  dominated 

areas* 

c.  Provide  direction  for  artillery  and  air  strikes  on  the 
Viet  Cong  positions, 

d,  Aot  as  guides  for  other  friendly  forces, 

e.  Mark  and  secure  Landing  Zone  and  Drop  Zone  and  staging 

areas,  .  ....  ... 

f,  Conduct  limited  TARGET/bomb  assessments. 

i 

I  g.  Employ  stay  -  behind  patrol. 

i  2*  ASSIGNMENT*  Che  Combat  Reconnaissance  Platoon  to  each  CIDG 

|  oamp. 

|  3.  EQUIPMENT  i 

a*  This  table  is  the  authority  to  requisition  and  issue  in 
accordance  with  procedures  direoted  by  Headquarters,  5th  Special  Forces 
Group,  1st  Special  Forces,  Vietnam. 

I  b.  Individual  allowances  for  all  grades  are  listed  In  section 

j  III, 

|  <j.  Allowances  of  equipment  authorized  herein  may  be  decreased 

|  or  omitted  at  the'  discretion  of  the  United  States  Army  Special  Forces 

\  Detachment' Commander,  Equlpneht  excess  to  the'  authorized  allowance 

I  will  net^lde?  tequisitldiiea  without  -approval  of  Heeidquaiftersi  ^tH- Special 

Forces  Group,  1st  Special  Forces* 'Vietnam;  *5?ei-v  "  '  •' • *  • 

HTCLOSURE  6  TO  SECTION  II  tp  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (RCS  CS- 
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TABLE  *,F  ORGANIZATION  AND  EQ,!JIH>©TT 
SECTION  II  -  ORGAEZATIOi" 


index 

PARA.  LEE  DESIGNATION 
Headquarters 


01 


02 


01  Pl±  Ldr  ... 

02  Asst  Pit  Ldr 

Recon  Sqds  (4) 
01  ,  Sqd  Mr, 

02  Asst  Sqd  tidr' 

03  Senior  Rifleman 
04  Rifleman 
RECAPITULATION 


ci. 


Pit  Leader 
Asst  Pit  Ldr 
Squad  Ldr 
Asst  Sqd  Ldr 
Senior  Riflemen 
Riflemain  o'::  *•■■■ 


SIR  LT  MSG-1  MSG-  CPL-1  ■  CPL  PVT^L  RMK-  •> 

.2.  .......  ■  ;■  :■*-■  •  ....  .  : 

.  .1  .1,  .  •.  ...  •  •:  oo v*  .  ■■v-" 

1  ’  •  1*- 

32 

4_-  A  ■  •••'*•  ‘  :*• 

. .  .  ,  .  1  ,i  v  s  ■**  •  :  ‘  • 

■  4""; ,  '^4.. 

8  8  01 

16  "  16  ■  02 


str  id!  Msb-i  usdr  QPui  cff  ptt-i 


1  1  \ 

•  ....I.,.,.. 
1  4  1 

,  :  .  .<*  :■  :  ‘,r 

4 

.  ...  ..4 

'  '  '' 

v:i:.l8.  o 


t  *.  •:•<• .. 


■  •;  J*; :  ; 

•  V  \  ■ 


e 


NOTBs 


TOTALS 

All'.'^eirs 


,.^o.  V*54;ntA--4.-  'v4 


8 


16 

i/E.,unieea 


\ 


. .  oCwww  .indi’cftt^i,*  (2)  :  ^poas  .^tlwiiss^ticr.  «io.y.  he.  altered  -r[rit 

'"‘“‘"to  meet'  the'  f^uireofcnts  of  the:  Apeoifio  damp. ■>*<?■<. 

REMARK  ' 

..  01.  Araed  lrith  rifle,  oalibe®  30»’  HLD7'(soope)*  1 

02  Two  men  in  eaoh  squad  armed  with  Browning  Automatic  Rifle. 


4 


o 


o 


SECOM  III  -  EmUXJriiiTi? 


PARA.  BESICflATIQEf 

01  Platoon  Headquarters 
Binoculars,  6Xp 0 
Carbine,  cal  30,  M2 
Compass,  Lensatio  , 

Cookpot,  with  cover,  S'* 

Plashli^it  '  vr:::.'  :-:  ' 

Knife, ;  ^iyoiiet ,  carbine 
Launoher 4  -grenade ,  carbine 
Magazine*  carbine,  ij^.rd 

Panels-*  !ii^/grcund  recognition5  set 

,  v 

02  Pour  (4)-  'Combat  Recoil  Sq’iads 

Carbine,' ‘-ialiber  30»i'M2  - 

"%• _ 

Compass,  lensatio  ■> 

PLashlight  {; 

Kbifo,  bayonet,  oarbine  | 

Launcher,  grenade,  oarbine  |.t.  ■ 

Magazine,  BAR  | 

Magazine,  oarbine,  15  rd  , 

Radio,  HT-1  1 

4 

Rifle,  Browning  automatio  >■ 

&‘ile,  e^t>er>  [IIP . j‘  % 

Bayonet,  'ijjLfle,  11-1  j  | 

03  34  IndividjjcO,  nwmbeui. . ^  i 

Belt,  pistpl  V  ;  | 

Blanket,-  \$>ol  | 

.  Boots,  bata,  par  •  i  ~ 


ALLOWANCE 


2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

14 

1 


•■;i  - 


*4 

tv 

*  r 

<  t 
‘.h 

•'  i 

"  X 


16 


8 


96  f 

112  i 

..fliS 


8 

8 

8 


34  * 
54  ** 
68 


4 


SECTION  III  -  EQUIPMENT  (ContM) 


PARA  DESIGNATION  ALLOWANCE 

03  Bowl,  metal,  individual  .  34 

Canteen,  W/oup  and  cover  34 

Cap,  camouflage  34 

Hammock  #  34 

Jacket,  camoflage  34 

Jacket ,  fatigue  34 

Jacket,  Field  34  *#* 

Packet,  first  aid,  individual  34 

PoncHo  34 

Rucksack,  local  purchase  34 

Suit,  black  (jacket  &  trousers)  34 

Sweater,  wool  od  34  *## 

Trousers,  camouflage  34 

Trousers,  fatigue  34 


'*  Substitute  eight  (8)  belts,  ammo,  AR  for  personnel  armed  with 
rifle,  auto,  oaliber  30* 

**  Double  allowance  authorized  in  regions  where  climatic  condi¬ 
tions  warrant  issue. 

***  Allowance  authorized  only  in  regions  where  climatia  renditions 
warrant  issue. 


_n£A})QULiVZJri3 

5'ir...  SPECIAL  ATiCES  OJ.iC.-P  (AlnLCd  E),  1ST  SPECIAL  ECHOES 
APG  US  Force;:  95240 


AVSF-C 


S  UavDOT  •  .a  4‘  *  lo  ■ 


TACJ..TC 


3oncc.pt  of  Engineer  Advisory  foams  (ElrOR  Li>10) 


I. 


.  iiVU. 


During  the  M0;.-.t.\  of  December  19? 5  t-ie  5th  Special  Forces  G-roup  (Abn) 
was  notified  tint  Navy  STAT  Te/oas  previously  supporting  the  Group’s  construction 
requirements  would  have  to  be  -./i  ti-dr 
groring  Special 

considered  ea.-santial  that  engineer  support  be  obtained. 


c.'.-.Ti,  To  adequjately  support  a  rapidly 
o  continue  with'  eisisting  plans  it  v/as 


?oroer  program  and 

During  a  5  th  Special 
forces  Group  briefing- for  the  Chief  of  Staff  of ■ the  Aimy  -in  late  December 
tliis  problem  of  engineer  support  wan  discussed.  Previous  queries  to  USARV 
and  USAdEAC  indicated  that  engineer  teems  and  equipment  oomparable  to  Navy 
STAT  teems  were  not  available  within  existing  resources  in  South  Vietnam. 

The  Chief  of  Staff  immediately  recognized  the  need  for  engineer  support  and 
indicated  it  would  be  made  available  to  the  Croup.  Engineer  assets  within 
USAuPAC  were  again  re~exejnined  and  evaluated  and  the  539th  Engineer  Detachment, 
1st  Special  Forces  Group  (Abn),  1st  Special  Forces,  located  on  Okinawa  was 
selected -to  provide' the  necessary  ••  personnel  for  the  engineer  support  required. 
(XMJS'.fACV  directed  US  Artay  Vietnam  to  provide  the  necessary  construction  equip¬ 
ment  for. these  teams.  ' 


!  •  In  January  1966  the  Corananding  Officers-  of  the  1st.  Special  Forces 

Group  and  the  539th  Engineer  Detachment  visited  llha,  Trang 'end  '  steps  were 
taken  to  request  one  Engineer  NA  Team  (Control)  and  four  Engineer  KB  Teams 
(Advisory)-  consisting  of  a  total  of  'twenty-five  people.1.  Final  arrangements 
were  made  at  this  tine  and  the  request  was '  forwarded  to  USAEiPAC .  •  The  KA  Team 
arrived  ,  in  country  on -15  February  end  the  103  Teams  arrived  approximately  two 
weeks  later  on  the  27  February  lyod  for  a:lbO  day  period.  If  tluls '  engineer 
team  concept 'proves  successful  USAUPAC  left  the  way  clear  for  a  modified  " 
engineer  detaohment  with  exi  organio  -engineer  equipment  capability  to  be 
assigned  to  the  ; 5th  Special' Forces  Group  (Abn)  on  a  permanent  basis,- 

2.  CONCEPT  OF  OPEIlATIOiS:  : 


•  •  •  The  engineer-  control  and  advisory  teams ‘attached  to  the  5th  Special 

Forces  for  general  support  are  organized  in  the  following  manner. 
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Staff  En-'infeer 

7010 

04 

Public  Works  d  utilities 

7020 

03 

Cow  'ruction  Irxrp enter 

EC 

Construction  jdorotvon 

31/1 

E7 

Engineer  '.ainte-  ance 

77 

'our  KB  Te  rf" 

Civil  Enlnoor 

7  :-00 

03 

,  Construction  ‘for .enau  .  ' 

51K 

E7- 

Engineer  bimLiv  nance 

523 

357. 

Cons  true  tljOh  Eorer/ui 

53d 

35 

Engineer  Ildintenance 

(?'<U 

E5. 

Aggregate 
Six  Officers 


Nineteen  Enlisted  Ken 

The  operational  concept  is  to  have  the  KA  teem  opcx*atin£  out  of  the 
SrOB  located  in  Itua  Tran.:;.  It's  mission  will  be  to  provide  engineer  staff  support 
.to  the  Group  when  it  is  needed,  to  provide  the  control  element  necessary  to 
support  the  activities  of  the  1C3  teams  and  to  supplement  then  with  personnel 
and  equipment  as  required.  The  KA  team  will  work  under  the  Group  S-2  Section 
on  a  mission  type  assignment  to  the  various  Corps  areas.  Missions  will  be 
based  on  priorities  which  originated  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
various  0  Detachments.  Once  reoeived  by  Group  these  priorities  are  staffed 
with  the  oountry  rd.de  pro^sm  to  determine  a  program  priority. !  It  is  this 
program  priority  that  the  KB  team’s  acsiihoonts  arc  based.  Control  of  the 
K3  teams  is  maintained  at  the  Si'OB  for  several  reasons.  The  meet  important 
of  which  is  to  properly  support  i.  .country  -.Ide  construction  program  with 
limited  personnel  and  equipment  resources  required  oontral  control. 

The  program  got  underway  in  early  March  with  one  K3  tesn  being  deployed  to 
I  Corps,  two. teams  operating  in  II  Corps  erf.  another  teen,  operating  in  IV 
Corps  Area.  Equipment  procurement  remains  the  bij  problem  area*  However, 
action  has  been  initiated  at  all  command  levels  to  expedite  delivery  of 
requisitioned  equipment.  In  addition  a  program  to  recover  end  relooate 
equipment  already  under  Spooiai  Eoroes  control  lias  ..boon  .started  and  should 
provide  a  working  nucleus  until  the  pro.r ca^d  equipment  arrives* 
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awsrvri 


maaggasssstfr 


E£ffiB!L£n 


i/UTiC  POLICY  LETTER 


RMARKS  MALE  BY  COlffiuuTDING  OFFICER,  5TR  SPjDCIAL  FORCES  GROUP,  TO  ALL  INCOMING 
PERSONNEL 


We  of  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group  have  been  assigned  the  task  of  advising 
and  supporting  the  troop3  of  the  Civilian  Irregular  Defense  Group  (CID&)  Program* 
These  troops,  who  are  commanded  by  our  Vietnamese  Special  Forces  counterparts,  ore 
a  very  important  part  of  the  total  military  forces  which  are  struggling  to  rid 
South  Vietnam  of  the  Viet  Cong  and  North  Vietnamese  Army  aggros  sore  from  the  North, 
and  to  create  security  and  stability  so  tint  South  Vietnam  can  aohieve  its  freedom. 

The  CIDG  troops  ere  a  paramilitary  organization  and  are  usually  recruited 
from  their  local  area,  where  they  have  personal  reasons  for  wanting  to  live  in 
peace* 

In  the  highlands  many  of  the  CIDG  soldiers  are  Montagnard  tribesmen.  For 
many  years  these  primitive  people  did  not  have  the  advantages  which  ethnic  Viet¬ 
namese  enjoyed.  The  dissatisfaction  and  frustrations,  both  real  and  imaginary, 
borne  by  the  Montagnard  people  approximate  those  of  minority  groups  in  many 
countries. 

The  Government  of  Vietnam  fully  realizes  its  responsibilities  toward  these 
citizens,  and  is  endeavoring  to  meet  the  legitimate  demands  presented  by  Montagnard 
spokesmen  at  Kontum  and  Pleiku  in  late  1964,  after  an  abortive  rebellion  by  certain 
dissident  Montagnard  elements.  The  Republic  of  Vietnam  rejects  the  demands  of  the 
illegal,  sepciratist  organization  FULRO  (United  Front  for  the  Liberation  of  the 
Oppressed  Race),  which  advocates  the  political  separation  of  the  highlands  from 
the  rest  of  Vietnam. 

The  position  of  the  United  States  Government  is  to  support  fully  the  war 
effort  of  our  Vietnamese  allies.  Providing  equality  for  its  Montagnard  citizens 
is  a  stated  policy  of  the  RVN,  and  the  United  States  will  do  everything  possible 
to  lend  assistance  to  this  effort 

Every  single  .member  of  the  5th  Speoial  Forces  Group  must  be  aware  of  the 
position  of  our  government  and  impress  this  position  upon  those  Montagnard  unite 
which  he  advises.  In  the  words  of  Genoral  Westmoreland,  "The  N.S.  flatly  opposes 
the  FUI£0  independence  movement  and  will  be  in  no  why  associated  with  its  members.  • 
The  U.S.  has  not,  does  not  and  will  not  provide  support,  material  or  psychological, 
to  FULRO  or  its  representatives.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  fully  supports 
the  Government  of  Vietnam  and  not  any  individual  or  group  within  it.  Our  interest 
in  the  Montagnard  is  the  same  as  our  interest  in  every  other  citizen  of  Vietnam  — 
to  assist  in  winning  the  war  so  that  all  citizens  of  Vietnam  can  have  peace  and 
freedom. 
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"Furthermore  the  Montagnards  should  be  urged  to  recognize  that  much  progress 
has  already  been  made  toward  meeting  their  goals, 

"In  conclusion  the  Montagnards  should  be  told  that  any  attempt  at  revolt  could 
not  succeed  in  face  of  the  strength  and  capability  of  RVN  Anaed  Forces  and  that  any 
Montagnard  loader  who  recommends  sup1  -  a  revolt  is  not  only  foolhardy,  but  a  traitor 
to  his  own  people.  The  only  element  which  would  gain  from  such  a  revolt  would  be 
the  V.<V' 

In  amplification  of  General  V/estmoreland's  guidance,  your  actions  will  be 
strictly  governed  by  the  following  instructions: 

1*  U.S.  personnel  will  not  deal  directly  or  indirectly  with  representatives 
of  FUMO  or  any  other  Montagnard  organization  which  claims  to  speak  for  the  political 
interests  of  the  Montagnard  people. 

2.  U*S.  personnel  who  are  approach ed  by  representatives  of  FUUtQ  or  other 
organizations  will  immediately  contact  their  Vietnamese  counterparts  or  the  nearest 
GVN  official. 


3*  U.S.  personnol  should  avoid  whenever  possible  interposing  themselves 
in  issues  between  Montagnards  and  Vietnamese  which  constitute  internal  affairs  of 
the  C-VN* 


s/William  A.  McKean 
t/WIIiT.IAM  A.  MCKEAN 

Colonel,  Infantry 
Commanding 


2 

INCLOSUHi;  8  10  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Report  on  Iieesons  Learned  (RCS  CSGPO-28 
(rtl))  30  April  1966 


‘<J  I 

Cx  i 


S  g 


CO  M 

M  E-i 

f=>  ^ 


&  &  &  i  So 

1*  I  1*  &  g?  s  i  a  a  s  a  a  gsk  a  mu  si 

}9;i!i>rmslimHltim 


Isa 


Iff ff fill I- 

Kealaaaalal 


OHO 


H>HB>hHHh«h>hHShH 


t~-  **•  o  '«p  n  ir>  m  m 

m  o\  vo  6  to  O'W'CM 
c—  vp  ij-g  iA^iAi- 


^  ^  ^ 

VfOVO.  u"NO  ><t  VO  lf|  in  N 

I»i:r®s1j9s 

95;sss5«9» 


*£  K\ 

•«r  co 
^  o 


h  B  a  0 « 


^  <«>  *"N  *~S  I 

>t  in  w  S  5  e>\*» 

{2  -5>  |  |  f? 


H  §  ?  9  8  I  S 


a  asSiaag^gsg 


H^g 


B  §  5  i  I  i 
s  s  a  s  §  g 


III 


a 

a  <a 
8  s  ta£ 

1 1  fc 

illS 


«  o  d 

n  *rj  O 

s  a  s 


3  S  1 1 

§  i.i  2 


I  alii  I  IS 


s  3 

;3  w 


§  § 


K\&,|  CO 


tj  El  I 

■I • a  I  fiaSfiBBjjieieSfcKagfiBfiBggfiggB 


^t*3  w 

-  «  CO 

•is 


*  •  -  3  ft 


!  i  ? '1  ?  S  f  ?  ?  ?  &  s  §  s  a 

*K«i444444444444 


c^csicvicyogcycvioj 

44444444 


^  ^  *+  ^  ^  ^  *4 

'£*>83'MbN‘M"M>3*  iS* 


8  r-, 

Is  § 

/->2  M 

II T.  83 

|H«  a 


S'  53 

8  S 


83 

M  ^  .83 

8  U  4 


3  83 


S 

31  ^  31 

if  mi  ■ 

I  I  83  I  I  I  I  8  ■& 


8  H  8 
g  B  § 


.B.liggg  jlf  Sg8l181g8M 

timmuthaumui 

Sffiitftflllti iii||||f  I 


I  §  B 
111 


v,- 

mj  a- 

O  8 


^8 

o8 


H  h  B 


S^hdhh 


£  Jf  j;  S-t>if>!OS:vovo  ONir\ONC0  cm  cm 

rrojS'cM^Tt-u^iriifxoS  ST  &  v8  »-  § 

11  B  B  ft  k  ;V  t  •  S  :■<  S  &  f?  S  in  £  S' 


s  § 

if 


i  §  § 

all 

K  H  g 


5  5 

3  of 


SI*® 

§&§g 


«  nJ 

fiQ; 

Q 

fl«$ 

"  o 

<U 


||  a 


"51  g 

^0  Ei 

@1  ® 
^•9  w 


isa 


giS@|l|IelllI|| 

1 1 1  3  a I  a  m  II I  a  I 


K  fi  .  § 

O  O  *0  H 


i  s  i 

w  j  6a 
f  8  ^ 


oa 

I  a 


sssSgssssSsssssfssggggg  g 


cS444d4f4  4  44  4  44  44444444f4 


NA  T- 

“V  «A 

ss  s 


A*\ 


<<<<<<<<< 


<<<<<<*£.<<<  a* 


KSKSKSSi&KSSgggg.ggg 


?? 


•^4  .... 

(8  JS't^^'feteWfcSqSSSo'fcw  *J>?>J*St'wi'tH 


-A  4  t 

im 


iae-aaae 


C9  ©  C9 


ffffSti  i if 

miiiiiii 


88 
si*  - 

ait 


o  a  w  es 
£8=818 
gapBf? 


mm 

W  _  W  _  _ 


i  ww 

4- 

r  e 

K  a 

5 . |  - 

•A--| . ‘ 

£  i  g 

^  1 1 

o  | 

-u~~-&f] 


ra^aSftS«4SS«BS  hskbs 


_vpvoir»a>0'^Qcainpvof^»- 


2tteJ 


gilsl 

q  fi  a  &t  or 


g-RwsaMBa 


mi 

(0  o  o 


iHIJ. 


Illllll^ll 


too  5\f  t~*CO 
r-  r  lf\lf\T- 
UMT\ 
r  ON  K>  t—  T- 
•«■  »^\  p  «rs 

KbowS 
o  MwM  O 


B  g  S  5  S  g 

gaili"!  §• 

£|  §4  HOB  p 

lillls  t 


0008 


J ; 


||i|i. 

I#sl! 


!* 

ib 

a 


VO 

Vj — | 


g  rig 

o  £> 


B|6 

S>  w  I 


(till 


*3  o  onto 


!3 ■*§!§§  g 

,4  p  >-  a  o  o  sa 


S@  2 

i  & 

§E 

'♦a  w 


S§§  0 

a  «  p  p 


WMwwtowwwncowwu 

KSS-KSSgSSSSSS 

m  «  g  « p 


4444. 


b  ia  b  n  n  m 


8 

t-  W  IA  M 


4  44  444  S 


•  *  BEHKIO-'-iRKBtSmaf 
SPECIAL  FORCES  STRIKE  FORCE  CAMPS 


LET  . 

QaiilANDER 

LOCATION 

ET&NIC  GfcQOP  (S)  " 

•Lt  ool'  Fabey 

Danahg 

.  )  • 

■  '"A— 113  ■  ■ 

Capt  Fazekas 

.  ft  . . 

Danang 

Nung 

A-101 

Capt  Jfoffitt 

Khe  Sanh 

VN,  Bru 

'  A-102 

Capt  Blair 

Tien  Phuoo 

VN 

A-103 

Capt;  Sp^nper 

Gia  Vue 

Hrol 

%1Q4  . 

,Capt,  C^flipi.on 

•  :  B6i  Thaith. 

VN,  Cua 

A-105r  ‘ 

-  Capt  Kibitz. 

Kham  Due 

•  vif 

A-106 

Capt  .Gaffney 

Ba  To  ' 

A-107 

Gapt  Gregory, 

Tfa  Bong 

VN,  Cua 

4-108 

Capt  0 ‘Conner 

Tien-  Pibuoc 

'  VN.: 

A-109 

Capt  Herver 

Thuan  g  Due 

VN,  6ba 

w  !'• 

A-110 

Capt  Perry 

14Lnh  Long 

VN‘,  Hroi  '  ' 

B-ll 

Lt  Col  Lind 

Quahg  Nga 

VN,  Cua 

, j,  .*  •  L  /, 

C-2 

Lt  Col  Patch 

iPleiku 

Ntrngj  Shade*  VN,  Jarai 

A-219 

Capt  Dodds 

Fleiku 

Nung,  Rhade,  Jarai. 

B-22 

Maj  George  •> 

An  Tub : 

Jarai,  Bahnar,  Ere,  VN 

A-221 

Capt  Hempec 

Cung  Son 

VN  . 

iM222  ■ 

Capt  Patera.;  • 

DongTfe 

BEroii  VN 

A-R23 

Capt  %»iek. 

Van  Canh 

VN 

Ar224 

Capt  Setemaft. 

Phu  Tub 

Jarai,  Bahnar 

..,4^26,  • 

Capt 

Mai  Libh 

Jarai  " 

M22f- 

.Capt  LaBeau  < 

Bong  Son 

VN  '  v-  • 

A- 228 

Capt  'Tinseth 

Vinh  Thanh 

VN  ,  ...  • 

B-23"4 

Maj  Bihsiy 

Ban  Me  Thuot 

RNade,  VN 

A-23J2 

Oapt'Howiey 

Tan  Rai 

Koho,  ..  . 

A-233 

CaptMize 

Buon  Ea  fang 

Rhade,  •  Ifcwng, :  Jarai 

A-234 

Capt  Le&bh 

.  \ ,  it  • 1  .. 

An  Lao  , 

Koho^Ma,  ..Qhio,  VN  ...^ 

A-235 

Capt - Ridhie 

Nhon  Co 

Rtaong,  VN  .A.jcxr.,;; 

A-236 

Capt  Jaoksoh 

Lao  Thiep 

Rhade,  lfaong,M Jarai,.  VN 

A-237 

Capt  Affourtit 

-.V  \  i' • 

Luong  Son 

Cham,  VN 

B-24 

Lt  Col  Dallas 

Kontum 

Sedang;,  Bahnar,  Rongao, 

J«hy  VN 


INCLOSURE  XO  TO  SECTION  H  -bo  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (RCS 
CSOPO-28  (Rl))  30  April  1966 


PET 

COMMANDER 

LOCATION 

ETHNIC  GROUP  (s) 

i~241 

Capt  Monroe 

Polei  K1  eng 

Sedang, 

Ap-242 

Capt  Sanford 

Dak.  Pek 

Sedang,  Mong»  Jeh,  VN 

A-24r 

^6aji  Mr 

Plateau  Cl 

Sedang,  Bahnar,  Mnong,  .  VN 

A-244 

Capt  Weinfurter 

Dak  To 

Sedang,  Bahnar,.  Rongao, 
Jeh 

A-245 

Lt  Lynn, 

KonTiim 

(None  -  Staging  f of  Dak 

Seahg) 

B.25 

Maj  Bum$  . 

Pleiku 

Hung; . Bhade,  yN 

A-251 

Capt  Kai 

Plei  Djereng 

Jakai,  Bahnar,  Huong,  VN 

A-252 

Capt  Buttermor© 

Plei  Strong 

Jarai,  Bahnar,  VN 

A-253 

Capt  CKmningham 

Duo  Co 

Jarai,  VN 

A-254 

Capt  Word 

Pl  ei  l)o  Idm 

Jarai,  Bahnar,  VN 

A-255 

Capt  Willoughby 

v  Plei,  Me 

Jarai;  Bahnar,  Rhade,  VN 

B-51 

Maj  Gruane 

.  Pong  Ba  Thin 

VN.,  . 

B-52 

Lt  Col  Warren 

Nha  Trang 

VN 

A-501 

Capt  Earlyeine 

Nha  Trang 

vn  -  ;■> 

A-502 

Capt  Johnson 

Trung  Dung 

VN 

A-503 

Capt  Carter 

Nha  fcrang 

Nung  ,  .  . 

c-3 

•  .  ‘  ft  •■■■,  ■*'  • . 

Lt  Col  Pijrst 

Bien  Boa 

None 

A-501 

Capt  Elliot  , 

Trang  .Sup 

VN,  Cambodian  ■> 

A-302 

Capt  P^isoQ 

Bien  Goa 

Chineee,  Cambodian,  -VN 

A-303 

Capt  Kenny  . 

Xom  .Cat 

Cambodian ,  Bhade,  VN 

B-31 

Uaj  David 

Xuan  Loe 

Caabodian* 

A-311 

Capt  Triokett 

Tsuah  Linh 

VN,  Thong,  Cham,  Cambodian 

B-32 

Maj  Ochs 

Tay  Ninh 

VN,  Cambodian,  Chinese, 
Montagnard  ,, 

A-321 

Capt  Potter 

Ben  Sol 

Cao  Dai,  Cambodian 

A-322 

Capt  Flores 

Suoi  Da 

VN,  Change,  Canbodian 

A-323 

Capt  Shelton' 

Trang  Sup 

VN,  Cambodian  .  . 

A-324B 

■■  Lt  Hsuoh^  u 

Bui  Ba  Den 

Cambodian . 

A-325 

VOapt  Posey 

Minh  Thang 

Cambodian,  VN,  Mont 

A^333A 

Capt  sinitli 

Chon  Tlianh 

None 

B-54 

LtCol  R<# 

Song  Be  ' 

None 

PET 

COMMANDER 

LOCATION 

ETHNIC  GROUP  fS) 

A- 341 

Capt  Stanage 

Bu  Dop 

Cambodian*  .VN,  Montagard 

A- 342 

Capt  Stianmetz 

Dong  Xoai 

Montagnard,  Cambodian 

A-343 

Capt  Andrew 

Due  IhC'.ig 

Stiengf  Camb,  VN 

B-35 

Maj  Radosevioh 

Hiep  Hoa 

None 

*A-35i 

Capt  Eiland 

Trang  Sup 

None 

*A-352 

Capt  Phillips 

Due  Phong 

None 

**A-J53 

l/Lt  Waldman 

Bien  Hba 

None 

**A-354 

l/Lt  Atanasoff 

Bien  Hoa 

None 

C-4 

Lt  Col  Tuttle 

Can  The 

VN 

B-41 

Maj  YantiS 

Moo  Boa 

None 

A-411 

dapt  Anderson 

B&i  Yen 

Chinese 

A-412 

Capt  Cincctti 

Cai  Cal 

Hoa. Bao  , 

A-413 

Capt  Jones 

Binh  Thanh  Then 

Boa*  Hao,  Cambodian 

A-414 

Capt  Bridgewater 

Moo  Hoa 

Hoa  Hao 

A-415 

Capt  Vay 

Tuyen  Khan 

Boa  Hao 

A- 416 

Capt  Smith 

Kinh  Quan  II 

Hoa  Hao 

B-42 

Lt  Col  Neller 

Chau  Doo 

None 

A-421 

Capt  Poe 

~Ha  Tien 

VN*  Cambodian 

A-422 

Capt  Neilaon 

Vinh  Gia 

VN*  Cambodian 

A^423 

Capt  Blesse 

Tinh  Bien. 

Hba  Hao*  VN*  Cambodian 

A-424 

Capt  Marvin 

An  Phu 

Hoa  Hao. 

A-425 

Capt  IfoCoy 

An  Long 

Hoa  Bao,  VN 

A-426 

Capt  Thacker 

Tri  Ton 

None 

A-427 

Capt  Fenlon 

Phu  Quoo 

VN 

A-428 

Capt  Collett 

Tan  Chau 

Hoa  Bao 

A-429 

Capt  Collins 

Ba  Chuo 

Cambodian 

A-430 

Capt  Topp 

Don  Phuo 

Chinese*  Cambodian 

NOTE*  *To  be  deployed  la  Duo  Hue  Distriot  In  Hau  Nghia  Province  In  CIDG  mis¬ 
sion  when  area  assessment  is  complete* 

**To  be  deployed  In  Don#  An  Province  In  CIDG  mission  as  soon  as  area 
assessment  is  complete* , 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


DATE 

PARTY 

&SYPE  VISIT  '  ‘  ' 

2  Jan  66  . 

:  Sen  SjTnin^ton  ■ 

45  min  Opn  Briefing  and 
'■''visit  B.E.  Yang' 

3  Jan  66 

,  SeOyoi  Amy  Resor 
B/G  Ware 
■  Gol  -Blanchard 

Col  Oomph 
;  Lt ;  Col.  -Hut  dies  on 

■:45%in  Opn'  Briefing 

5  Jan  66 

Sen  Mondale 

45  Kin  Opn  Briefing 

10  Jan  66 

Gen  Lesson 

Gen  Dickens 

45  min  Opn  Briefing 

12  Jan  66 

*-  ‘  ..i  f  .. 

B/G  Kelsey  :.r' 

60  min  Opn  Briefing 

15  Jan  66 

16  Jan  66 

BA  Team 

60  min  Opn  Briefing 

Visit  Camps  in  II  CTZ 

17  Jan  66 

Gen  Abrams 

d/g : of  S..0  ;*.?• 

60  min  Opn  Briefing 

18  Jan  66 

B/G  Jones  USMC 

45  min  Opn  Briefing 

18  Jan  66 

M/G. :  Chawang ,  Thailand  45  min  Opn  &  GA  Briefing 
Young  Haroen,  Thailand 

13  Doctors 

21  Jan  66 

Sen  Miller 

60  mjn  Opn  Briefing 

26  Jan  66 

B/G  Pearson 

ADC  101st  Abn 

45  min  Opn  Briefing 

28  Jan  66 

Col  Terry 

60  min  Opn  &  Sig  Briefing 

30  Jan  66 

B/G  Seith  60  min  Opn  Briefing 

Cmdt  of  Cadets  USAFA 

31  Jan  66  . 

Lt  Gen  HJngler’ 

45  min  Opn  Briefing 

5  Feb  66 

B/G  Deane 

60  min  Opn  Briefing 

9  Feb  66 

Editor,  Tiiiie  Magazine  60  mAh'  O^n  Briefing 

15  Feb  66 

Maj  Gen  York 

60  min  Opn  briefing 

INCLOSURE  li  TO  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (RCS  CSGPO-28 
(Rl))  30  April  19 66 


DATE 

PARTY 

TYPE  VISIT 

21  Feb  66 

Mr  John  Spore 

Editor,  Army  Mag. 

60  Min  Opn  &  CA  Briefing 

26  Feb  66 

B/G  Donald  II  McGovern 

45  Hin  Opn  Briefing 

26  Feb  66 

B/G  Simpson 

30  Min  Opn  Briefing 

2  Mar  66 

Hr  Hayden  Williams 

6b  Asst*  Pres  sAsia 
Foundation 

Col  Gerald  H  Ragsdale 
USARV-SGS  . 

30  Mn  Opn  Briefing 

4  Mar  66 

Mr  Graham 

Mr  Katss ... 

Rand  Corporation 

45  Min  Opn  Briefing  and 

60  Min  Discussion 

6  Mar  66 

B/G  Zais  , 

Dep  CG  FFV 

60  Min  Opm  Briefing 

8  Mar  66 

Col  Towson' 

G3,  CQUARC  & 

Party  .  . 

60  Min  Opn  Briefing 

11  Mar  66 

L/G  Cusado  USAF 
m/G  Meyers  USAF 

Col  Jones  USAF 

Col  McLaughlin  USAF 

45  Min  Opn  Briefing 

12  Mar  66 

10}  F.A'.  Hansen 

US  Army.  limit  ion 

CMD  and  Official 

Party 

45  Min  Opn  Briefing 

13  Mar  66 

Gen  John  K  Waters 
CINCUSARPAC.  • 

and  Official  Party 

30  Min  Opn  Briefing 

16  Mar  66 

M/Gen  Steger  .. 

USARFAC  Surgeon 

60  Min  Opn  &  Med  Briefing 

19  Mar  66 

B/Gen ‘Patterson  ’* 

Chief.  Mil  ..History,  DA 

30  Min  Opn  Briefing 

28  Mar  66 

M/G  Harry;  Critz 

Dep  CG,  Arty  School 

45  Min  Opn  Briefing 

31  Mar  66  3/(2-  Frank  3  Hiller  45  I'Jin  Opn  Briefing 

D/C  of  S,  Plans  & 

Opns,  USARV 

.  5  Apr  66  B/Gon  By.-ra  30  Min  Opn  Briefing 

and  Staff,  4th 
Inf  Div 

6  Apr  66  Dr  T.P.  Cheatham  120  Min  Opn  and  R&D  Briefing 

Dcp.  Dir  TAC  War 
Program  Officer  of  Sec 
of  Defense 

7  Apr  66  B/Gen  Davidson  60  T.fjn  Or>n  Briefing 

AC  of  S  J-2 
USARPAC 

19  Apr  66  B/Gen  James  L.  Collins ,  Jr  3 0  Miw  Intel  Briefing 

Spec  Asst  CCtflO'SMACV 
Ch  Rural  Construction  Div 
J-5 

19  Apr  66  B/Gen  Friedman  60  Min  Opn  Briefing 

CG,  USASC,  ma  Trang 

21  Apr  66  Gen  Harold  K*  Johnson  45  Min  Opn  Briefing 

C  of  S 

21  Apr  66  B/Gen  Alvin  E«  Covan  120  Mjn  Opn  Briefing 

New  Dir  of  JBA‘IA 

27  Apr  66  Col  M.W#  Lunalli.ua  30  Ihn  Opns  &  PO 

7th  PSYOP  Group 

28  Apr  66  Col  J.R.  Maedler  30  Min  Opn  Briefing 

OSD  LNO  to  C0MUSI.1ACV 


28  Apr  66 


Eric  Severe id 
CBS  News 


45  Min  Opn  Briefing 


SU141ARX  OP  DELTA  OPERATIONS 
1,  Significant  Unit  Activities: 


v  a.,  General. 

(l)  During  the  reporting  period  Project  Delta  worked  as  follows: 

(a)  Operational  days  -  59* 

(b)  Trcd.nir.ig  days  -  35 » 

(c)  Troop  movement  days  -  17. 

b.  Personnel, 

(1)  During  the;  quarter,  there  was  a  100$  turnover  in  the  Delta 
Reconnaissance  Section,  Principle  causes  being  combat  casualties,  sickness, 
and  rotation  of  personnel. 

(2)  By 'direction  of  CQ.,  5th.,.SFG,<  a  TUCR  has. been  submitted  to 
■meet,  expanding  requirements,  of  Project  Delta,;; .  Implementation  of  this  TUCR  will 
...allow  the  US  portion  of  Project  .Delta  to .  parallel  the  current  Vietnamese 
organization, 

|  (3)  The  -2nd  , Plat,  ,171st  Aviation  Company,  originally  placed  under 
operational  control  of  ..Project  Delta  was  recalled  by  the  5  th  SPG  and  plaoed  under 
their  OPCON  with  Delta  drawing  support  as  required* 

(4 )  The  USAI;,  VdLO/PAC  team  originally  attached  to  tile  project  has 
Continued  to  operate  successfully.  The.  USAP  01E  aircraft  is  now  tentatively 

available  to  Pro  jeot.'.pei' ta  on  . mission  request  basis  ,  only,. 

*  1  ■ 

c.  ,jf Training,;.  The  following-,  programs  were  conducted: 

(1)  Refresher  training  for  Vietnamese  Recon  Teams  and  the  four. , 
Airborne  Ranger  Companies.  This  training  ended  with  local  operations  in  the 
Hha  Trang  area, 

(2)  Newly  assigned  American  personnel  attended  a  10  day  training 
program  designed  to  prepare  them  for  assignment  with  the  Recon  Section,  The 
course  further  served  to  eliminate  those  not  having  the  mental  or  physical 
stamina  .needed  to.  perform  the  Delta  mission,  ; 
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(3)  Triiixiing"-vfas  •  conducted  for  GIDG  personnel  selected  to 
operate  as  Rocon  Team  members.  Subjects  stressed  wore  combat  movement , 
reaction  firing  and  field  craft. 

(4)  Training  for  newly  assigned  Vietnamese  Delta  Recon  Personnel* 

(5)  Training  for" GIDG  personnel  already  assigned  to  the  project 
to  operate  under  the  concept  of  patrols  made  up  entirely  of  CIDG  personnel. 
Subjects  stressed  were  navigation,  ’  information  collecting,  and  principles  of 
evasion  and  escape. 

G.  Movements  -  All  mover.onts  during  the  .reporting  period  were 
conducted  by  tactical  aircraft." 

e.  Combat  Operations. 

V  •  (1)  Two  new  concepts  have  been  developed  to  .enhande..  the  Delta. 

Reconnaissance  effort. 

* . 

(a)  Employment  of  CIDG  (Roadruunqr)  Teams  into  areas  of 
population  and  heavy  trail  nets.  These'  teams  are  outfitted  as  local  Viet  Cong, 
infiltrated  first  light  and  exfiltrated  last  light.  '...  Debriefings,  are' conducted 
immediately  after  exfiltration  and  spot  reports  submitted  to  "appropriate  head¬ 
quarters. 

(b)  Employment '  of  the  attached  reaction  force  (91st  Air¬ 
borne  Ranger  Bn)  in  search  and  destroy  and  reconnaissance  in  force  ■' typo,  operations 
within  Delta's  assigned  TAQR, 

(2)  Five  reconnaissance  operations '.were  conducted,  Reoonnaissajice 
teams  were  committed  to  find,  targets,  verify  intelligence  and  conduct  air  "strikes 
on,  or  guide  reaction  forces  to,  targets  discovered*'  Recon  operations  were: 


OPERATION 

DATE  ' 

CORPS  'AREA 

TEAM'  COBTROL  * 

1-66 

7  Jan  -  17  Jan 

'  ’''.'ill  " 

us  Team 

2-66  ' 

''  26  Jan  -  '  1  Feb 

'  II 

US  Team 

3-66 

6  Mar  -  11  Mar 

II 

VN  Team  *  " 

4-66 

.  13  Mar..,-  31  Mar 

.1 

VN.  Team 

5-66 

13  Apr  -  30  Apr 

I ""  ' 

VN  Team 

'  (3)  ■  The  USAD  ALO/PAC  Team  flew’  294 "hours,  conducted'  24  air 

strikes,  comprising  174  sorties  in‘  direct  support  of  Delta  operations^, 

f.  Research  and  Development.  There  is  a  definite  need  for  the 
development  of  the  following  items: 


2 


(l)  Beacon,  An  electronic  system  to  marl:  a  target  or  a  team’s 
location.  Compact,  weight  loss  than  2  pounds ,  range  greater  than  5  kilometers, 
to  give  a  location  accurate  to  25  meters.  The  beacon  system  should  not  require 
special  aircraft  or  highly  qualified  technicians  to  operate  it.  The  U3AJ?  Red 
Chief  Beacon  System  tested  in  Vietnam  in  the  summer  of  1965  does  not  meet  this 
criteria. 


use  in  Sou  the: 
to  escape  and 


(2)  Uniform.  A  light  'eight,  camouflage  pattern  uniform  for 
not  Asia.  Unifora  material  should  be  porous,  allowing  body  heat 
air  to  circulate. 


(5)  Balloon.  A  light  wei 
balloon  marking  IdLt  for  vise  in  x-rvrldLnq  ■ 
Ideally,  the  kit  would  contain  tliroo  to 


;ht  (one  find'' onb  half  to  two  pounds) 
barrets  end’  locations  in  the  jungle, 
four  balloons  end  a  unit  to  inflate 


the 


balloons. 


(4)  Rifle  w/3ilencor.  A  small  light  weight  rifle  with  silencer* 
Range  need  be  no  greater  than  50-100  meters  and  can  safely  be  employed  behind 
enemy  lines  by  small  Recon  units.  Present  y/eapons  of  this  type  have  proven 
far  from  adequate,  making  too  much  noise  and  being  inaccurate. 

2.  Commanders  Recommendations, 
a,  Conceptional  employment  of  Project  Delta. 

(1)  In  the  past  Delta  has  often  been  given  the  mission  of 'sup¬ 
porting  Division  operations.  This  has  often  developed  into  Delta’s  being  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  flank  security  oleraent  or  being  assigned  a  screening  mission.  The 
result  has  been  that  Delta's  efforts  were  largely  dissipated  and  did  little  to 
reflect  the  overall  value  that  can  be  garnered  from  the  employment  of  Delta, 

(2)  Recommend  that  Delta  be  assigned  mission  no  lov/4r  than  Corps 
level,  assigned  TAOR’s  by  Corps  and  have  Corps  assets  available, 

3,  Problem  Areas  and  Recommendations. 

a.  Delta  Rocon  Section  lias  had  a  100 fo  turnover  of  personnel  in  the 
past  three  months.  Principle  causes  being  combat  casualties,  sickness  and 
rotation  of  personnel. 

b.  Recommend  that  the  Delta  Recon  Section  be  authorized  a  20fo  over¬ 
head.  This  will  enable  the  Rccon  Section  to  have  enough  personnel  available 
to  meet  mission  requirements  and  train  new  personnel*, 


headquarters 

52K  SPECIAL  FORCES  GROUP  (AXRBORRE)  ,  1ST  SPECIAL  PQRGES 

.  APO  US  Forces  96240  ' ' '  ' •  • 

AVSP  30  April  1966 

SUBJECT:  CA  Success  Stories 


Attached  as  Appendix  1  through  5  arc  Civil  Action  Success  Stories 
which  cover  the  reporting;  period*  .  , 


5  Appendicies 
as 
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HEADQUARTERS  :  - - • 

5TH  SPECIAL  FORCES  GROUP  (AIRBORNE) ,  1ST  SPECIAL  FORCES 

APO  US  Force  a  96240  .  . 7  vV.!  ' 


AVSF 

24  March  1966 

SUBJECT s 

CIDG  CA/?SfOP  Team 

TO: 

SEE  DISTRIBUTION 

- 

1.  PURPOSE. 


This  memorandum  prescribes  policy  concerning  the  organization, 
training  and  employment  of  a  CIDG  Civic  Action/Psychological  Operations 
Team  in  each  CIDG  camp.  This  unit  is  designed  to  give  the  CIDG  an 
additional  capability  to  conduct  civic  action,  propaganda  and  intelli¬ 
gence  activities. 

2.  GENERAL.  .  Pv'V.  . 

.An  examination  of  the  existing CIDG • organization  at  the  "A" 
Detachment  level  has  revealed  a  need  for  a  CIDG  organization  to  imple¬ 
ment  civip  action,  psychological  operations,  and  collect ; information 
designed  to  extend  GVN  influence  and  control.  Previously,  except  in 
isolated  cases,  there  has  not  been  a. CIDG  organization  with  these 
capabilities. 

5.  MISSION. 

a*  Conduct  propaganda  activities  within  the  operational  area 
to  gain  civilian  support  and  reduce. .  the  effectiveness  of  the  VC. 

b.  Implement  actions  within  the  operational  area  to  improve 
the  conditions  of  the  populace  and  win  their  support. 

o.  Collect  information  concerning  VC.  activities,  conditions 
existing  in  hamlets,  and  the  attitude  of  the  population. 

’  '  4.  APPLICATION.  '' 


Each  CIDG  camp  will  organize*  train,  and  employ  a,  minimum  of 
one  (l)  CIDG  CA/PSYOP  Team.  •  • 
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SUBJECT!  CIDG  CA/PSIOP  Team  .  ;  ;v"" 

5.  ORGAI  I2ATION. 

Vn  The  situation  and  requirements  in  each  "A51  Detachment  operational 
area  are  different!  therefore,  modifications  to  the  suggested  organization 
may  be  necessary .  As  a  guide  the  unit  should  consist,  of  the  fpllowing 
CIDG  personnel : 


Team  Leader 

1  per 

b. 

Asst  Team  Leader 

1  per 

c. 

Medical  Specialists 

2  per 

d. 

Civic  Action  Specialists 

2  per 

e. 

Propaganda  Specialists . 

2  per 

£,■ 

'  Survey  Specialists 

1  2  per' 

«• 

Intelligence  Specialists 

2  per 

PERSOMBL 

'■  Because  of  the  importance  of  their  duties  and  their  daily  con¬ 
tact  with  civilians,  CIDG  personnel  selected. for  this  unit  should  be  of 
the  highest : possible  caliber,  and’ meet  the  follov/ing  requirements: 

"i  •  '  '  '  ■"  "  ■;  .  .  -  . 

a.  Have  a  desire  to .participate  in  the  program.  ;;n. 

b«  Be  indiginous  to  the  area, 

0.  Be  literate,  if  possible. 

d.  Have  leadership  qualities. 

■  ■  e.  A  personality  that  enables  him  to ‘get  along  with  people,  , 
outgoing  and  friendly.'' 

f.  A  good  speaker.  .  "*  '  ■  *. 

g.  CA  personnel  should  have  skills  that  can  be  used,  in  the  area. 
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AVSF  24  March  1966 

SUBJECT i  CIDG  CA/PSTOP  Team 

7.  TRAINING. 

a.  CIDG  Team  members  will  be  trained  by  V1ISF  and  USASF  in  each 

camp* 

b.  Additional  instruction  './ill  be  made  available  to  CIDG 
personnel  at  the  Moatagnard.  Training  Center,  Pleiku  and  the  Rural  Con¬ 
struction  Cadre  Training  Center,  Vung  Tau. 

c.  In  each  province  tiiere  are  Vietnamese  agencies  and  personnel 
that  are  capable  of  providing  various  instruction  to  CIDG 3 

(1)  Vietnamese  Information  Service  (VIS)  -  propaganda  in¬ 
struction, 

(2)  Province  Agriculture  and  Animal  Husbandry  Schools  - 
latest  agriculture  methods  and  animal  husbandry. 

d.  The  5th  SFGA  and  LLDB  Headquarters  will  provide  additional 
information  to  subordinate  detaciiments  concerning  training  and  employ¬ 
ment. 


s/William  A.  McKean 
t/mLLIAl'I  A.  McKEAli 
Colonel,  Infantry 
Commanding 


DISTRIBUTION  s 

00,  Det  C-l,  ATTN 3 
CO,  Det  C-2,  ATTN: 
CO,  Det  C-3,  ATTN: 
00,  Det  C-4,  ATTN: 


CA/PSTOF  Officer 
CA/PSfOP  Officer 
CA/PS70P  Officer 
CA/PSYOP  Officer 
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27  Mar  66 
TOE  3-66 


TABLE  OP  ORGANIZATION 
AND  EQUIPMENT 
NR.  3-66 

CllXr  CIVIC  ACTION'/ psigp  team 

Section  I.  General  .  .  .  .  . . .  i  •  .  1 

Section  II.  Organization  (Personnel)  *  ,  .  .  ,.  i  .  *  »  .  *2 
Section  III.  Equipment.  ......••••••.•••••3 

SECTION  I  GENERAL 

1.  IECSSIOH.  .  .  ,  , 

a.  Conduct  propaganda  activities  within  the  operational  .area 
designed  to  gain  civilian  support  and  reduce  the  effectiveness  of  the  VC. 

h.  Implement  actions  within  the  operational  area  to  improve 
conditions  of  the  people  and  win  their  support,  • 

c.  Collect  information  concerning  VC  activities,  population 
attitudes,,  desires^  and  conditions  in  on  effort  to  identify*  the  VC  infrar* 
structure,  assist  in  establishing  friendly  infrastructure  and  extend  GVN 
influence  and  control. 

2.  ASSIGNMENT.  One  Civic  Action/PSfOP  Team  for  each  COG  camp. 

3.  EQUIPMENT.  " 

a.  This  table  is  the  authority  to  requisition  and  issue  in 
accordance  with  procedures  directed  by  Headquarters,  5th  Special  Forces 
Group  (Airborne),  1st  Speoial  Forces,  Vietnam. 

b.  Individual  allowances  for  all  grades  are  listed  in  Section 

III. 

I 

o.  Equipment  excess  toe-  the  authorized  allowance  mil  not  be 
requisitioned  without  approval  of  Headquarters,  5th  Special  Forces  Group 
(Airborne),  1st  Special.  Forces ,  Vietnam.. 
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SECTION  II  " 

table  op  organization  and  equipment 

DESIGNATION  •  .SIR  LT  USG-1  i,lSG  CPL-1  CPL  PVT-1  Tfa'tK 
Team  Ldr  -  '  -  *  ■  *1  *  ■  ‘  ’i 

Asst  Team  'Ldr  •  •  *  *  ‘  1 


PINE 

DESIGNATION  • 

STR 

01 

!  Team  Ldr  -  -  - 

*  ■  1  * 

02 

Asst  G?oau  Ldr  • 

*  '  1* 

03 

•Medic  *  •  » 

‘  •  2 

04 

Civic  Action 

2 

05 

PSYOP 

2 

06 

•Intel 

■  2  ' 

07 

Survey 

2 

RECAPITULATION 

.  •  .  .  •• 

DESIGNATION 

'  S 

Team  Ldr- 

1- 

Asi  Team  Ldr 

1  : 

Medic 

2 

Civic  Action 

c  • 

2 

PSYOP 

"  2 

Intel 

2 

Survey 

2 

TOTALS 

12 

STR  LT-  MSG-1  MBCT  0PL>1  CPL  PVT-1  ;HMK 
1  1 


NOGJE :  All  personnel  armed  with  carbines,  caliber  JO,  and 
unless  otherwise  indicated. 


0 

rlstol. 
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SECTION  III  -  EQUIPMENT 


PARA  DESIGNATION 
01  Tcan 

Binocular,  6X3 0 
Carbine,  Cal  30,  M2 
Pistol,  Cal  45 
Compass ,  lensatic 
Flasl^Light  | 

..  T  . 

...  Knife j  bayonet,  carbine 

i  r  • 

Launcher,  grenade, carbine 

•  t  •  •  * 

loudspeaker,  portable,  non-standard 

1  !  t 

i 

Magazine,  carbine,  15  rd 

j  I 

02  12  Individual  1  members 

Belt,  pistol 
Blanket,  wool 
Boots',  Bata,  pr 
Bowl,  metal,  individual 
Canteen,  W/cup  and  cover 
Cap,  camouflage 
Hammock 

Jacket,  camouflage 
Jacket,  fatigue .. 

Jacket,  field 

Packet,  first  aid,  individual 


ALLOWANCE 

1 

12 

12 

2 

2 

12 

4 

1 

84 

12 

12 

24 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 
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CIDG  GA/PSTOP  TEAM  TOE 


SECTION  IE  -  EQUIPMENT 


DESIGNATION 

ALLOWANCE 

Poncho 

12 

Rucksack,  local  purchase 

12 

Suit,  black  (jacket  and  trousers) 

12 

Trousers,  camouflage 

12 

Trousers,  fatigue 

12 
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DATE 


25  Jail 


5TH  SPECIAL  FORCES  GROUP  (AIRBORNE) ,  1ST  SPECIAL  FORCES 
CIVIL  AFFAIRS/PSfCHOLOGICAL  OPERATIONS  SCHOOL 


26  Jan 


27  Jan 


28  Jan 


Tri-IE 

0800-0815 

0815-0830 

0330-0925 

0930-0950 

1000-1050 

IIOO-II5O 

1400-1450 

1500-1700 

0800-0850 

0900-0950 

1000-1050 

1100-1150 

1400-1450 

1500-1550 

1600-1650 

0800-0850 

0900-0950 

1010-1100 

1110-1200 

1400-1450 

1500-1550 

1600-1650 

0800-0850 

0900-0950 

1010-1100 

1110-1200 

1400-1450 

1500-1700 


SUBJECT 


INSTRUCTOR 


Opening  Remarks  Col  McKean 

Outline  of  Course  1  Patton. 

Introduction  to  CA  St':'; 

Introduction  into  GVN  Organizations  Lt  Snetzer 


GVN  Programs  ancl  Funds  ■ 
Pacification  Concepts 
Sources  of  CA  Support 
Health  and  Sanitation 

Education 
Agriculture 
Resources  Control 
Public  Works 
Refugees 

Planning  the  CA  Pro gran 
Implementing  the  CA  Program 

Introduction  to  Psy  Ops 
US  Psy  Ops  Policies  and  Programs 
GVN  Psy  Ops  Organization 
Propaganda'  Support 
VIS 

Montagnards 
Chieu  Hoi 

Psy  Ops  Planning  arid  Reporting 
Psy  Ops  in  Combat  Operations 
Field  Expedients 
Discussion  of  Techniques 
CA/Psy  Ops  in  the  Sub-Sector  Role- 
CA/Psy  Ops  Discussion 


Maj  King 
LtCol  Henderson 
Lt  Snetzer 

Dr.  Phiegengill  (USAID) 

Dr.  Hall  (USAID) 

Dr.  Bell  (USAID) 

Mr.  Brauten  (USAID) 
USAID 

Mr.  Hughes  (USAID) 

Capt  Patton 
Capt  Patton 

Maj  David 
LtCol  Hendricks 
Maj  Leach 
Capt  Staples 
Mr.  Fourt 
Mr.  Smith 
Mr,  Burns 

Lt  Dimmitt 
Maj  David 
Lt  Dimmitt 
Maj  David 
Lt  Kalunki  • 
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■  HijJAD-JJAjiTERS 

5TH  Sl-.ECLfL  FORGES  "GROUP  (AIRBORNE),  1ST  SPECIAL  FORCES 
. . .  1.  ...  US  Forces  $62^0 

AVSE  25  April  19 66 

SUBJECT'S  ,CIjDG  Information.  Program 


TO :  SEE  DI STRI  BUTTON' 


1 ,  During  the  past  few  months  it  has  "be come  evident  that  there  is 
a  need  for  a  rell  planned  and  consistent  information  program  to  he  di¬ 
rected  .toward  the  CII)G,  Every  opportunity  siust  he  made  to  improve  the 
morale ' and  .fighting  potential  of  the  CIDG  troops,  give  them  a  better 
understanding  of  VC/iWA  objectives  and  'techniques,  and  the  role  of  the 
elite'  in  this  v;ar. 

2.  A  well  planned  program  in  which  the  Camp  Commander  talks  direct¬ 

ly  to  his  troops,  will  convey  the  Commander's  interest  in' the  welfare  of 
the  CIDG  troops,  improve  their  loyalty,  and  inorease  their  dependability- 
in  combat.  •  - . 

.  '3.  General  Quang,  Commanding  General  LLDB  High  Command,  .has  issued 
the  attached  memorandum  to  all  LLDB  .detachment  commanders.  This  memo¬ 
randum,  requires  Camp  Cqmmahders  to  give  two  .information  ’talks  to,  their 
'troops  each  week.  In  support  of  this  program,  the  LLDB  High  Command  will 
.forward  detailed  lesson  plans  to  each  Camp  Commander. 

4.  The  importance  of  this  program  in  improving  the  morale,  aware¬ 
ness,  loyally  and  combat  effectiveness  of  the  CIDG  troops  cannot  be  over¬ 
emphasized.  It  is  my  desire  that  detachment  commanders,  at  all  echelons 
give  maximum  encouragement  and  support  to  their  counterparts  in  imple¬ 
menting.  this  program.  , 


o/Wi Ilium  A.  iicKecn 
1  Ircl  t^ILLIAIii  A.  MoHsM 

IflP  for  Cl  LG  Colonel,  Infantry 

Commanding 

DISTRIBUTION 

"A" 
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Department  of  Defease 
General  Staff 

Republic  of  Vietnam  Military  Forces 

•K-SBr 


Vietnamese  Special  Forces 
Political  Warfare  Group 
Rchabilition  Section 


iiEMORAl'tDDMi  Political  Motivation  and  Indoctrination  Plan  for  CIDG 


'I,  OBJECTIVE.  1  -■ 

*'  The  Political  Motivation  and  Indoctrination  Plan  is  aimed  at 
forging  a  high  patriotism,  heightening  a  good  conscience  in  responsibility 
and  honor,  motivating  tho  miti-communist  spirit,  consolidating  confidence 
in  the  final  victory,  nourishing  a  good  esprit  do  corps  and  developing  a 
self-disoiplinod  spirit,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  mission  of  destroying 
the  communist  and  developing  tho  countiy. 

••  2.  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  EDUCATION.  ^ 


a.  Every  week,,  each  oamp  will  organize  two  mootings  under  tho 
title  "The  Commander  Speaks  to  tho  CIDC".  Each  session  will  fast  from  one 
to  two  hours.  It  is  preferable  that  the  oamp  commander,  speak  to  the  CIDG, 
unless  operational  commitments  or  other  important1  reasons  prevent  it. 

b.  'The  lesson  plans  will  bo  written,  published  and  distributed 
by  tho  Political  Indoctrination  and  Training  Office  of  the  LLDB  High 
'•Command.-' 

3. "'LESSON  PLANS . 

a.  Losson  plans  will  be  composed  to  two ■ catergorioss 

(1)  Normal  Losson  Plans. 

(2)  Special  Lesson  ldans. 


APPENDIX  4  TO  INOLOSURE  13  TO  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Report  on  Lessons 
Learned j^jCSGPO-20  (Rl))  30  April  1966 


MEMO  v  ■:  Political  .Activation'  and  Indoctrination  Plan  for  CIDG'  (cont) 

(a)  The  nomaal  lesson  plans  will' be  .composed  of  articles 
concerning  the  normal  knowledge  of  politics  which  is  necessary  for  all  mili- 
tars>-  men.  This  type  of  lesson  plan  will  bo  distributed  to  camps  monthly. 

(b)  The  special  lesson  plans  will  be  composed  of  the 
subjects  other  than  normal  knowledge  of  politics,  such  as  special  events 

•and.  important  policies and  the  dixeotives ' of  the  Army  and  government  lead- 
•  ors*  This  typo  of  lesson  plan  will  be  published  and  distributed  to  all 
units  as  required  by  the  situation# 

ti  ' 

b.  All  the  Lesson  Plans  will  be  printed  and  distributed  down  to 
the  CIDG  Company  level. 

.  •  4. '  METHOD  OF'-CTSTRUSO-TON.'  ■  '  ■■  ■ 

•  a.  '  The  comp  commander  studios  the 'lesson  plan  in  advance,  and 
prepares  some  humorous  or  meaningful  short  stories  to  stimulate  and  gain 
the  attention  of  the  listeners  prior  to  presenting  the  main  subjeot. 

b.  After  finishing  the  explanation  of  the  subjeot,  the  camp 
commander  trill  reserve  10  to  15  minutes  for  the  CIDG  to  freely  express 
their  ' ideas  and  to  ask  questions  'concerning  the  lesson,  It  is  advisable 
A  *  to .  encourage  -the  CIDG  to  atahd-up  'and  -give  the  mowers  to  the  questions 
asked  by  their  friends  in  order  to  create  an  atmosphere  of  competition 
and  aoquire  the  attention  of  all  in  solving  problems. 

;  .  i  c.  .‘  After  that  the  camp  commander  will  rephrase  and  complete  the 

‘'/  ■  answers  given*  •■••and-  then  give  the-  correct  '  answers# 

d#  In  case  there  are  no  questions,  the  speaker  will  ask  ques¬ 
tions  aimed  at; 

(1) .  Obtaining  the  attention  and  stimulating  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  listeners. 

(2)  Reminding  the  listeners  of  the  main  objective  of  the 

lesson. 


o.  Prior  to  ending  the  session,  distribute  the  lesson  plans  to 
the  CIDG  company  oommandors  so  they  can  review  the  lessons  within  their 
v.  ■.Companies*  aM.  can  :  road-  them  to  the ’CIDG  so  they  can  take  notes  on  the  Dain 
topics  of  the  lesson  (usually  sumdrized'  in  the  review  questions). 
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ME'IQi  Political  Motivation  and  Indoctrination  Plan  for  CIDG  (cont) 

5,  EM1TM  AM)  COiPJROL . 

a.  All  .  "C",  and  "Di:  Detachments  Lave  the  mission  of  controlling 

'  and  organizing  an  examination  for  the  political  motivation  and  indoctrina¬ 
tion  program  at  the  CIDG  ccnps, 

b.  During  visits  to  camps,  commanders  should  unexpectedly  ask 

1  a  certain  .number  of  CIDG  about  the  lessons  already  presented  as  a  moans  of 
testing  the  efficiency  of  the  political  indoctrination  training  of  that 
camp. 

6.  REPORT. 

a.  To  allow  the  camp  commander?  bo  select  the  lessons  most  appro¬ 
priate  to  the  actual  situations  in  their  areas,’  they  may  start  with  any 
ono  of  the  lessons  received,  (examples  the  camp  may:  use,  lesson  5  before 
lesson.  1). 

b.  Monthly,  it  is  necessary  to  report  only  the  lessons  used. 

c.  Commanders  vdll  report  the  lessons  and  the  number  of  lessons 
actually  taught  during  the  month,  even  if  the  number  is  lower  than  the 
number  required,  and  give  the  reason  why  it  v/as  .not  possible  to  fulfill 
the  instructional  requirement.  . 

d.  Political  indoctrination  is  a  very  important  mission,  no 
loss  tRan  the  mission  of  killing  tho  VC  bandits  in  operations.  All  com¬ 
manders  have  the  responsibility  to  urge  their  subordinate  units  to  push 
on  oagerly  in  the  indoctrination  so  as  to  attain  the  expected  result# 


.  *  -  »*  « 
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Political  Xn«-'.octi‘ir'.:.vlL. xi/VB &/l&/o$ 


^  DECEPTIVE  TRICES  OP  VC  'fHOPAGMip|fiL, 

INTRODNOTION ; .  ‘ 

.  OUft  of ‘  the.  techniques  of  the  VC  is  the  technique  of  preparing  the 
•^  population  for-  the  ■  struggle*  In' order  to  bring  the  political  struggle 
.•to  success  to  facilitate  the'  seizure' of  .power  in  a  certain  country,  tho 
.,Q©ouuni3ts  creates '•  a  favorable  situation-  by  applying  tho  following  pyihci- 
‘.plusJ  :*.t  ;  1  •  ,  . 

'  •i  ’.  •..  ;  '  ■ 


Put  tho  government  in  a  state  of  total  lack  of  power  $  unable  to 
..•administer.  ‘tire  -countzy.  •  •'  •'  * 

•  *  ,  .  i  i  ‘  •  s  .  j  ..  ^  !  t  ,  . ? .  *.  •  •  *•  • 

’•*  b-  i  Plaoe  the  population  in  a  state  of  blindness'," 'unable ; to  undqjfr 
stand  the  situation  by  distributing  all  kinds  of  false  rumors  to  misrep¬ 
resent  all  plans  and  policies  of  that  nation* 


•  .  !  .'•'Put  ‘tho  -‘peopl'd  in  a  state  of  ^confusion  with  all  kinds  of  events 

•and' rumors,  .  just,  creating  a  wavefing  opinion.  '  v  .  ,  ... 


...„■  In  order  to  attain  the  abovestatod  bhjbbtive, ' the  international 
Communist  Party  in  general,  and  tho  Viet  Cong  in  Vietnam  in  particular, 
-systematically  ^employ  all  ’kinds  of  deceptive  tricks  in'  t.heir  propaganda^ 

iv,.  i  !•  •  f:  .  .  ■■•  '  ■>■.  !  *•  - '  •  ••  ■'  '•  •  1  1  " 


In,  rCQNTENTS  OP.  UKE  VC  PROPAGANDA; 


i.'uiPhd  VC.  propaganda  themes  nay  -be  divided  into  'two  categories  t  ■ 


(a)  The  propaganda  having  tho  character  of  establishing  a  com¬ 
munist- ideology,'.  that  is  to  use  the' propaganda  means' to  sow  communism,  into 

,i  the  hehict  Q'f  the  peopio.  :Thoy- ■  haight'oh  tho  rblo'  of  the  communist  'pafHtiy, 
praise:' the  "communist  leader  of  the  North  to  guide  the  people '  into"  believing 
-that  there 'arb  only,  the  Viet  Cong- '  -and Ho  -  Chi-  llinh  who  may  r pally  bring 
food  cuid  clothing  to  the  people*  That  in  the  reason  why,  as  wo'  all'  'sob, 
that  tho  press  in  tho  North  is  no  more  than  the  offioiol  bulletins  of  the 
Party.,-  aiming  to  publicize  the  cohoopt,  wayb'  arid  lines,  of  the  Party* 

(b)  Tho  propaganda  having  the-  character  of  attacking  out  regime* 
The  VC  propaganda,  on  the  one  part  heightens  their  regime  in  the  North, 
and  earth©' other  tiye  to'  disclose  -our  shortcomings,"  by  digging-  on.  all  .. 
fields;1  of  activity  ' of -  our  government  so  as  to  uncover  *  some  unjust' points 
that  tho  administration  has  not  had  the  time  to  solve.  They  will'  publi¬ 
cize  then  to  the  public,  by  using  the  method  of  transforming  the  fact so 
tys  t.o .  guide,  fhe  population  into  an  inoorrect  judgement  of  the  gpverhmeht 

"poiidy.'1'  "  "  1  ••  ■'  *  "v'-; 
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11  •  VC  ERICKS  IN  PROPAG."-IIDA  : 

•  (a)  Deceiving  the  public  opinions  while  they  were  stepping-up 
their  aggression  on  the  territory  of  the  South,  they  did  not  cease  to 
claim  peace.  Vliiie  they  are  stubbornly  refusing  all , proposals  for  nego¬ 
tiation,  they  attempt  to  visualize  the  United  States  as  the  most  terrible 
war-monger.  ..hilo  they  ar^  '  j.uoeuiOi>*ii  uly  iTua_'XI2Xi.l^'y  c^-lu  killing  savagely 
the  innocent  pooplo  by  assassination,  by  explosives,  they  falsely  accuse 
the  Americans  cf  employing  CBR.  warfare. .  While  the  communist  Party  of  the 
horth;is'-''ju3t  a  lackey  of  the  Ruaso -Clones e  International .  Communist  .Party, 
.they  .claimed-  themselves  extravagantly  as  the  real  compatriots  and  at  the 
same  timo  t+eatod  all  the  nationalist  parties  as  the  traitors  during  the 
resistance  against  the- French,  and  as-  the  lackeys  of  the  Americans  after 
the  calendar  year  of  1954* 


(b)  •Transforming  the  faot:  Viot  Cong  may  unshamofully  misrep¬ 
resent  all  facts  in  order  to  create  confusion  and  misunderstanding  with¬ 
in  our  internal  organizations,  to  make.  the  population  misunderstand  the 
government.  : 

Example:  Each  time  they  know  that  our  troops  open  an  oper¬ 
ation  in  a.cortain  area  or  hamlet,  the  VC  prior  to  their  withdrawal,  \7ill 
burn  all  the -houses  in  the  area  and  sproiid  the  rumors.  V/i  thin  the  popula¬ 
tion  that  the  government  troops  destroyed  and  burned  the  village  of  the 
people,  thus  creating  suspicion  among,  the  population  towards  the  Army* 

Recently,  we  have  a  campaign  of  defoliation,  using  airplanes 
'td  spread  a  certain  chemical  aimed  at  defoliating  the  trees  and  bushes 
along  the  communication  roads  so  as  to  clear  the  VC  hideouts.  But  Viet 
Cong  propagandize  that  the  American  is  using' poisonous  chemicals  to  kill 
the  population,  attempting  to  creato  the  hatred  among  the  .  .mass  towards 
our  allied  nation. 


.  •  (o);  Exploiting  and  blowing-up;:  VC  avail  themselves  of  certain 

unjust  facto  and  some  obscure  situations  of  an  underdeveloped  nation  just 
recuperating  its .  independence,  as '  our  country,  that  tho  government  can. " 
not  completely  solve  yet,  'They  exploit  and  blow-up  those  facts  so,  as  to 
create,  discontent, ‘and  natrod  among  the  people.'  {  "  ■ 


!t‘"  ■  Example:.  The  VC  attempt  to.  create  an  impression  among  the; 

population;  the  image'  of  our  government  policy  through  certain  corruptions 
and  errors  of, some  of  our  oadreo. 

.  i -i  *•  •  ••  •  /  ■  ■  .  •  •  .  -  •  •  *  •  ...  • 


(d)  '  Spreading' of  false  information  using  face  to  face,  propa¬ 
ganda  tq  divide’ our  unity,  to  creato  confusion  among  the  population,  j  - 
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■Examples  Exploit? ng  the  unstable  political  situation  after 
'revolution  ;of- the  First  of  ho  venter,  VC  spread  the  rumors  about  the  ... 
oorning  coups  d'etat  so  as  to  create  an  atmosphere  of  insecurity  among 
the  government  authorities  as  well  as  among  the  population  to  deviate 
the  anti-communist  spirit  from 'the  people. 

Recently,  seeing  iuao  uhe  political  situation  of  the  South 
is  -relatively-  stable,'  the  VC  have  turned  their  aim  towards  our  economical 
field.  They  incessantly  spread  news  about  rising  of  cost  of  living, 
about  the  shortage  of  supply  of  rice,  about  the  scarcity . of .  milk  so  that 
the  pdople  v/ill  al\ /ay 3  bo  in  fear  of  lacking  provisions,  thus  oreating 
•a  suspicion  about  the  goodwill  of  tlie  government  towards  the  population. 

A  better  typical  example:  During  the  years  of  1956  and  1957? 
when  the  c;  paign  for  the  breeding  of  tilipia  fish  was  on  the  highest 
degree- of  success,  people  in  all  parts  of  the  country'  were  eager  to  build, 
the  fish  ponds.  Seeing  this,  th6:VC  started  a  propaganda  campaign  saying 
that  ,  eating,  tilipia  fish  will  cause  leprosy.  The.  VC  propaganda  was /so. 

•  effective  that  very  few  people  dared  to  breed  tilipia  fish,  because  tlie 
fish; -could  not  be  sold  to  anybody. 

.  III..  •"  VC  PROCEDURES  BT  PROPAGANDA s 

’  v  •  *  •  •  *  , 

(a)  Utilizing  all  means' available?  For  the  Viet  Cong  ’as  well 

as  for  all  the  communist  countries,  they  are  ready  to  spend  enormous 
amounts  of  - moiiey  to  realize  their  propaganda' goals.  They  utilize,  all 
means  and  ways  to  influence  the  people  every'  where  by  their  own  argument 
in  propaganda.  v  '  /  '  \ 

(b)  VC  utilize  the  propaganda  in  all'  fields  of  activity,  from' 

the  highest  political  doctrine  to  the  specialized  problems  such  as  liter- 
ature,  poetr^j  -philosophy,  •  and  even  in’ mathematics;  from  the  grandiose 
matters  down  to  the'  smallest  affairs  in  daily; life.  In  all  they  attempt 
to  put  in  some  political  ideas  of  communism.  They  bring  their  propa¬ 
ganda  into  all  classes  of  the  society,  especially  the  adolescents,  they 
attempt1  to.  -indoctrinate  them,  -and  transf  orm  them  into  completely  blind,  .  ,  . 
perbbns  ready  to,  die  for  the  Party  and  for  the  leader.  .  j 

(o')  Using  the'  technique’  of  incessant  repetition  in  propagandas  ' 
The  VC  propaganda  is  not  only  very  wide  spread',  but  they  also  apply  the/ 
technique  of  incessant  repetition.  Their  principle  in  propaganda  is  that" 
although  the  story  is  completely  false,  if  we.  repeat  it  many  times,  talk 
and  re-talk  a  hundred  times,  then  the  population  may  acoept  it  as  true. 

On  thin  point*  they  are  right  because  .  they  did  strike  exactly  at  the  pay-1.' 
etiology  of  the  masses,  Wei  may  utilise  an  old  story  as  an  example,,  that  •' 
'is  the  stpsypof  ."Tang^am  a  murderer", 
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I.  ,  "  In  the  Spring  and  Autumn  epich,  in  China,  there  was  a  man  named 

Tang  Sam, "a  celebrated  sage  aud  pious  son.  One  day,  while -Tang  Sam's  mother  . 
was  "busy  weaving,  there,  was  one  individual  who  stepped  in  and  told  her; 

Tang  Sam  ‘murder!  The  mother  did  not  believe,  •  A  moment  later,  an.Qth.er  man 
came  in  and  told  her;  Tang  Sam  murder!  The  mother  still  didn't  believe  but 
started,  doubting.  Later  on  a  third  individual  came  in  and  told:  Tang  Sam 
murder!  This  time  Tang  Sam ''a 'Mother,  immediately  .quit  the  weaving  frame, 
jumped  out  of  the,  window  and  fled  away. 

; .  vw>  “That  is  the  .Qomon  -psychology  of  the  people*  Tang  Sam's 
mother'  had“  a  perfect  confidence  in  her  son.  -Thus  by  repetition  of  the  same 
saying  she  was  convinced  by  the  invented  story. 

f  i  Following  the-  statements  of  the  V.p  prisoners  of  war- recently 

captured  by.  our  Ar  y,  we  may  disclose  certain  effects  of  the  VC  incessant 
repetition  procedures  in  propaganda.  Almost  all  of  the  VC  prisoners  of. 
war  declared  that,  prior  to  their  departure  from  the  North  they  really 
believed  that  their  mission  in  the  South,  was  to  liberate  their  native • terri¬ 
tory  from  the  agression  of  the  US.  The  propaganda  themes  of  the  Hanoi 
press  a<nd  broadcasting  stations  are  incessantly  repeated  days  and  nights 
without  tiring  that:  The  South  Vietnam  is  suffering  from,  the  aggression  of 
the  US.  This  theme  makes  the  people  believe  ‘as  a  fact#" ‘  And  what  is  the 
real  fact,  I  believe  that  all  of,  us  are  well  aware  of  that* 

x  !.  •  •  ■  *  ‘ 

The  American  came  to  assist  ug  only  after  the  agression  of 
the  VC  started  .attempting  tp  conquer  South  Vietnam.  The  presence  of  the 
American  on  our  soil  is  just  to  assist  us  in  our  efforts  against  the  .  . 
invasion  of  the  Viet  Cong,  the  advance  soldiers  of  the  Eusso-China  campaign 
aimed  at  conquering  the  whole  world.  ,  ; 

\  "  ]  t  .  t  - 1  -  <•  ‘  .  .  <  ! 

/  (d)  Moreover,  the,  VC  utilize  the  technique  of  turning  round  and 
round  in  their  propaganda,  aiming  to  keep  the  people  from  discovering  the 
propaganda' agent  as  a  communist  oadro. 

*  •  '  '  ibtample*  They  utilize  the  revolutionaries,  although,  not 

belonging  to  the  communist  party, . but  out  of  their,  innocence  exploited  by 
the  communists.  They  use  the  reputation  of  these  revolutionaries  to  cover 
the  .authentic  identity  of  the  communists.  .They  let  those  revolutionaries 
carry  out  the  propaganda,  by  unconsciousness  or  by  persuasion,,  so- as  to 
facilitate'  the  appeal- of  th'e  people.  .  .  ,  ;-  ....  ;...-  , 

.j .  •  '  .  •  '  •  ■  ....  •  -4  ...  •  . 

*  '  .  (e)  ■  Finally,  VC  utilizing'  the.  propaganda  to  strike  directly  to 

the* most  cherished  aspiration  and  ambition  of  the  population.  Example; 

All  people  love  peace.  Through'  the  VC  with  their  aggression ' into  South  . 
Vietnam,-,  the  Chinese  communists  with  their  aggres's-ion  into  Nopal  aid. India, 
the  Russians  with  their  savage  crushing  of  the  Hungarian  revolution  in 
1956  are  the  people  most  loudly  proclained  as  the  best  peace  lovers! 

In  the  Struggle  of  the  South, Vietnam,  who  are  the  peopl'-e  trying  by  all 
means  to  avoid  peace  conference?  Perhaps  -  no  .one  within  us  isn*  t  aware-,  of 
the  illnature  of  the  VC  (always  proclaim  peace  while  watching  every  op¬ 
portunity  to  ambush  their  opponents)  did  unhesitently  believe  the 
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treacherous  propaganda  of  the  Viet  Cong.  A  certain  number  of  the  peace 
movements,  directed  by  the  communists,  have  been  organized  with  the  ob¬ 
jective  of  no  more  that  duping  the  people. 

IV.  BIOFAGANDA  A  D  TT3i°0R; 

According  to  the  Viet  Cong,  propaganda  and  terror  nust  always 
advance  in  parallel.  The  terrorism  is  ai  cd  at  creating  an  atmosphere  of 
confusion  and  wavering  among  the  people,  and  then  utilizing  the  propaganda 
to  appease  or  Conquer.  Their  way  of  propaganda  is  to  always  have  a  char¬ 
acter  cf  autocracy  and  strongly  oppressive,  'hen  they  want  to  crush  down 
the  will  of  the  people,  internally  or  externally,  they  will  initiate  the 
whole  campaign  of  press,  conferences,  discussions,  and  face  to  face  propa¬ 
ganda  aimed  at  attacking  the  opponents.  Externally  it  scans  like  comfort 
but  in  reality,  they  secretly  terrorize  their  opponents. 

V.  CONCLUSION 

V/e  have  just  reviewed  in  summary  certain  VC  treacherous  tri-cks 
and  procedures  often  employed  in  their  propaganda#  The  objective  of  the 
VC  propaganda  is  to  prepare  the  roadj  create  a  favorable  circumstance  for 
the  political  and  military  struggles  so  as  to  facilitate  the  seizure  of 
power  in  South  Vietnam.  Aware  of  tie  VC  tricks  in  propaganda,  we  may  dis¬ 
cover  the  false  opinions  and  information  spread  by  the  VC  aimed  at  duping 
the  people,  ./e  nay  discover  also  the  deformed  and  bio  un-up  information 
so  as  not  to  be  booby-trapped  by  the  VC. 

If  we  know  perfectly  all  the  VC  tricks  and  always  keep  ourself 
in  a  state  of  precaution  and  on  guard,  so  the  enemy  is  absolutely  defeated, 
because  all  of  the  enemy  heterodox  doctrines  which  have  succeeded  to  win 
over  a  cert  in  number  of  people  arc  due  only  to  their  tricks  of  propaganda, 

VI.  REVIEW  QUESTIONS : 

What  is  the  objective  of  the  VC  propaganda  ? 

The  VC  propaganda  themes  may  bo  divided  into  how  many  categories  ? 

4 

State  some  of^the  VC  tricks  in  propaganda  ? 

State  some  propaganda  procedures  utilized  by  the  VC  ? 

Is  the  word  and  deed  of  the  VC  ever  the  same  ? 

I3  it  true  that  eveiy  communist  cadre  is  a  propaganda  cadre  ? 
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HEADQUARTERS 

5TH  SPECIAL  FORCES  GROUP  (AIRBORNE),  1ST  SPECIAL  FORCES 
■  APO  US.  Forces  96240 


AVSF  30  April  1966 

SUBJECT:  PO  Success  Stories 


Attached  as  Appendix  1  through  4  are  Psychological  Operations  Success 
Stories  which  cover  the  importing  period. 


4  Appendicies 
a/s 
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A-235 

OT  SPECIAL  FORCES  GROUP  (AIRBORNE),  1ST  SPECIAL  FORCES 

AIK)  US  Forces  96297 


AVSFB  8  February  1966 

SUBJECT;?'  Success  Story,  Cano  Buoii  Ea  Yrvng 


TO?  Cormianding  Officer 

Detachment  C-2 
5th  SF  Gp  (Abn),  1st  SF 
APO  US  Forces  96295 


1.  GENERAL^  The  establishment  of  Camp  Buoh  Ea  Yang  was  commenced 
on  13  March  1965  by  Det  A-233  which  was  then  located  at  Buon  Mi  Ga.  The 
area  of  the  new  camp  was  chosen  because  of  its  proximity  to  Ban  Me  Thuot 
and  to  Highway  21.  The  physical  location  was  a  hill  overlooking  a  small 
valley  at  the  southern  edge  of  the  Darlac  Plateau.  The  hill  was  densely 
vegetated  and  was  occupied  as  an  FOB  for  Camp  Buon  Ea  Yang* 

2.  SEQUENCE  OF  EVERTS:  The  proposed  camp  wa3  to  be  set  up  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  new  Phuoo  An  District  Headquarters*  The  District  Head¬ 
quarters  moved  on  28  March.  The  Detachment  moved  by  convoy  from  Buon  Hi  . 
Ga  on  25**26  April  and  occupied  Camp  Buon  Ea  Yang.  During  the  move  the 
convoy  was  ambushed  several  times  resulting  in  1  USASF  WIA,  5  CIDG  KEA, 

16  CXDG  HA.  The  convoy  was  ambushed  on  the  last  time  when  they  were 
3  kilometers  from  the  camp.  VC  losses  were  32  KIA  during,  the  move.  1 

The  clearing  of  tn©  vegetation  around  the  camp  was  accomplished 
with  the  help  of  refugees  who  moved  with  the  detachment  and  was  completed' 
in  June.  The  refugees  were  settled  in  three  villages,?  Buon  Ea  Yang  II, 

Buon  Knier  I,  and  Buon  Knier  II. 

(The  Detachment  assumed  a  mission  of  sub-sector  advisor  on  I  May  65. 

The  months  of  May,  June,  July,  August  and  September  wore  concerned  pri¬ 
marily  in  Phase  I  and  II  operations.  The  oamp  was  officialy  opened  on 
15  November.  The  operational  area  was  extended  in  December. 

3.  ACCOMPLISHMENTS!  Since  April  the  kill  rate  is  358  VC  KIAj-  l^O  CIA. 
A  total  of  52  operations  were  conducted  during  the  period  from  April  to 
December.  In  the  summer  months  contact  could  be  made  by  moving  2  kilo¬ 
meters  from  camp.  In  August  the  camp  was  mortared  from  a  hill  1  kilor 
meter  from  camp.  By  December  the  camp  had  pushed  the  VC  (to  the  edge 

of  the  operational  area,  broken  the  VC)  units  from 
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AVSFB  8  Februai y  1966 

SUBJECT.?  Success  Story,  Camp  Buon  Ea  Tang- 

bat  talion-sised  units  down  tc  si::  nan  groups.  An  intelligence  net  v»c 
in  existence  that  informed  -ciie  decacnmenc  of  practically  all  VC  movement 
in  the  area  and  some  outside  of  the  operational  area.  With  the  assis-  . 
tance  of  -  USAID,  IVS,  Province  Officials  and  the  District  Chief,  the 
people  from  Buon  Mi  Ga  area  were  taken  off  of  refugee  statue,  started 
rebuilding  bettor  villages  and  have  becouo  sel-f-suff icient,  A  total  !  Of 
354  families  from  Vietnamese  LDC*o  who  .-wore  VC  supporters  and  many  who 
had  members  of  their  families  ’in  VC  units  were  relocated  in  Phouc  An 
and  started  a  new  village  under  t--©  supervision  of.USASF  and-  District 
Officials.  Three  schools  have  boon  built  and  over  500  children  .will  be 
in  attendance  when  teachers  for  the  last  School  become  available.  In 
an  area  plagued  by  FULRO  problems,  Euan  Ea  Vang  with  946  Rhade  CIDG 
has  had  no  problems.  The  District  Chief  has  moved  PF  units  into  four 
local  villages  and  the  old  villages  are  being  reoccupied  as  VC  pressure 
diminishes  in  the  area.  The  best  accomplishment  is  the  friendship  and 
willingness  to  help  fight  the  VC  on  the  part  of  the  people  in  the 
operational  area. 

•  .  .  . 

4.  CONCLUSION :  The  success  of  Camp  Buon  Ea  Yang  resides  on  four 
facts?  aggressive  patrolling,  concurrent  operations?  an  outstanding  LLDB 
Camp  Commander,  And  the  successful  enlisting  of  villager  support. 

5.  KBCOIMENDATIOHS  i  The  Detachment  In  a  sub-sector  role  shbuld 
at  all  times  keep  in  mind  that  the  RF/PF  must  be  developed  at  the  same 
time  as  CIDG  forces  to  insure  that  when  the  transfer  of  the  camp  takes 
place,  the ’ District,  will  be  prepared. 

6.  FOLLOW  UP:  Future  operations  will  feature  concurrent  opera¬ 
tions  in  different  parts  of  the  operational  area,  joint  operations  with 
RF,  and  saturation  patrolling  to  include  small  unit  ambushes.  There 
will  be  an  increased  effort  in  the  sub-sector  role  to  bring  District", 
into  preparation  for  Phase  ,IV.. 


s/Ola  L.  Mize 

'  t/ou  l.  m2e,  .  , .  ;  . 

Capt  Inf 

.  •  ’  •  •  Commanding.  i, . 
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DETACHMENT  B-24 

5TH  SPECIAL  FORCES  GROUT  (AIKBOElIE),  1ST  SPECIAL  FORCES 

APO  US  Forced  96499 


AVSFB  9  March  1966 

SUBJECT:  Success  Story  at  Plateau  Gi 


TO:  Commanding  Officer 

Detachment  C-2 
5th  SF  Gp  (Abn),  1st  SF 
APO  US  Fo,rcG3  §6295 


1.  From  time  to  time  a  group  of  refugees  arrives  at  the  Special’ 
Forces  Camp  at  Plateau  Gi*  The  size  of  the  group  varies  from  a  few 
families  to  a  large  village  with  several  hundred  people.  Sometimes  they 
are  simply  passing  through  to  Kiontum,  and  other  times  they  oome  to  this 
area  for  security  whioh  vd.ll  allow  them  to  lead  normal  peaceful  lives. 

2.  This  is  the  story  of  a  medium  sized  group  of  eighty- three  peo¬ 
ple  who  came  from  the  I  Corps  border  to  settle  at  Plateau  Gi.  They 
arrived  late  in  January  and  were  temporarily  housed  in  the  district 
dispensary.'  The  refugees  stayed  in  that  one  building  until  the  CA/ 

.PSYOP  NCO  at  Plateau  Gi,  SFG  Maiberger,  could  persuade  the  District 
CA/PSYOP  representative  to  relocate  these  people, 

.  ,:5.  Finally,  Captain  Dickson  went  to  the  Distriot  Chief  and  demand¬ 
ed  action*  The  USASF  ,,A"  Detachment  Commander  remembered  vividly  that 
a  similar  situation  had  arisen  only  a  month,  earlier  with  the  inaction 
of  the  district < officials  resulting  in  the  previous  group  moving  on  to 
another  area.  Thia  time  however,  the  Distriot  Chief  showed  initiative 
and  gave  his'  8-5  representative  the  go  ahead.  The  signal  to  act'  Was 
all  2/Lt  Out  needed  and  he  .immediately  began  working  on  plans  for  a  hew 
village  with  SFO  Maiberger.  These  two ,  the  refugees  themselves  and  the 
Plateau  Gi  GA/PSYOP  Team  set  to  work  the  next  day. 

,4*  The  village  site  was  selected  so  as  to  be  near  Distriot  Head¬ 
quarters,  water  and  tillable  land.  The  villagers  and. the  GA/PSYOP  Team 
began  to  clear >the  area  and.  lay  out  the  basio  design  of  the  village.  "■ 
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AVSFB  .  9  March  1966 

SUBJECT;  Success  Stoxy  at  Plateau  Gi 

5.  Within  a  week*  construction  of  the  houses,  breastworks  and  the 
clearing  of  fields  of  fire  naa  progressed  to  the  point  where  the  pro¬ 
gress  slowed  for  lack  of  enough  people.  At  this  tine,  Captain  Dickson, 
sent  in  a  platoon  of  CIDG  to  assist*  In  another  week  the  basic  village 
was  almost  complete  to  include  thirteen  largo  houses  and  five  small  ones, 
a  double,  fence  of  saplings  with  barbed  wire  tying  the  trees  together*'  ■ 
foxholes  at  each  corner  of  the  hamlet  and  another  at  the  gate,  and  the 
woods  cleared  out  to  seventy-five  motors. 

6.  Tlie  people  had  been  living  in  the  ue.;  hamlet  for  tyo  days  when 
SFC  Maiberger  began  his  sanitation  and  education  program.  First  he  had 
the  people  dig  two  slit  trenches  for  latrines  and  showed  them  how  they 
were  to  be  used.  He  made  sure  there  was  a  thorough  understanding  of  the 
need  for  sanitation  and  then  checked  each  day  to  make  sure  they  were  using 
it.  If  they  did  not  use  the  latrine,  he  and  Lt  Qui.  would  lecture  the 
whole  village  for  an  hour  to  reemphasize  their  objectives..  The  education 
program  had  to  do  with  animal  husbandry.  Pigs,  chickens  and  goats  were 
added  to  the  refugee's  herd  of  cattle  and  water  buffalo.  Grazing  areas 
were  established  so  as  not  to  coincide  with  the  hamlet  water  supply.  The 
pigs  were  put  into  pens  and  the  preferred  feed  was  explained  to' the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  chickens  were  established  in  coops  made  by  the  CA/PSYOP  Team 
and  the  people  were  taught  how  to  collect  the  eggs  from  the  nonfertilized 
hens  and  how  to  start  a  breeding  industry  with  the  others.  The  goats 
were  provided-  to  keep  the  area  between  the  two  fences  closely  cropped  and. 
to  try  and  teach  the  Mbntagiiards  to  use  the  milk  to  improve  their  nutrition 

7.  The  final  aspect  of  building  the  hamlet  was  to  improve  its  defense 
and  to  train  some  of  the  men  as  Popular  Force.  To  accomplish  this  facet, 
Captain  Dickson  had  SFC  -Anderson  make  a  complete  survey  of  the  defense 
system  of  the  village.  They  then  got  the  villagers  to  .clear  aventies  of 
approach  and  establish  defensive  and  communication  trenches. 

8.  Of  course,  the  life  of  this  hamlet  is  not  static.  SFC  Mai- 

berger  and  Captain  Dickson  continue  to  monitor  the  project  and  make  sure 
the  people  continue  to  -learn  new  things  and- do  not  forget  what  they  havo 
already  taught.  ■  /  ‘  "  y  .  •  ,■ 

9.  The  people  are  very  grateful  to  2/Lt  Q,ui  and  Detachment  A-243* 

The  entire  village  turns  out  to  weloome  anyone  mentioned  above  and 
several  celebrations  have  been  Held  in  their  honor.  Thus,  this  is  a.  good  . 
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SUBJECT  s  Success  Story  at  Plateau ' Gi 

example  of  how  the  people  can  Lc  taught  to  holn  themselves  and  accept  the 
ideas,  which  will  improve  their  iiie. 

'  FOR  THE  COMMANDER  i 


3/ John  H.  Jackson 
t/JOHN  H.  JACKSON 
Captain,  Infantry 
Adjutant 
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bbtagibieht  A-424 

5TH  SPECIAL  FORCES  GROUP  (AIRBORNE) ,  1ST  SPECIAL  ’FORCES 
APO  US  Forces  96215 

AVSHD  ••  .  •  15  March  1966 

SUBJECTS'  SUCcess'-Story, :  Camp  "An  Phu  •  • 


TQs  ,  • '  CoiMaiad-lag  Officer 

■ .  Detachment  C-4 
5th  SF  Gp  (Ahn),  1st  SF 
APO  U3  Forces  96215 


1.  The  following  success  story  demonstrates  the  effective  co¬ 
ordination  which  is  characteristic  of  Phase  IV  Detachments.-  The 

demonstrated  ability  of  local  officials  to  react  on  short  notice  to  . 

meet  the  immediate  needs*  of  the  population  clearly  indioate's  the :  pro¬ 
gress  which  has  been  attained  in  this  area*  -  <  :  ! 

2*  At  approximately  1230  hours  on  4  February ^1966,  a  fire.  was-  •  1 
noticed  in  one  of  the  shops  in  Phuoc  Hung  Market.  Since  the  majority 
of  houses  in  the  area  ate  thatch,  the  fire -spread  rapidly-  and  a  state-.; 
of  panic  gripped  the  people.-:  -  -  '  '  '  .  ■ 

•3.  Detachment  members  quickly  organized  bucket  brigades*  l rushed  .. 
water  pumps  into  aotion 1 and- began  tearing'  thatch-  from  houbes  .to  form 
fire  breaks.  Shortly  after  the  outbreak  of;,  fire  the  Vietnamese'.  Informa-  . 
tion  Service  (VIS)  Hung  Xuon  teams  began  broadcasting  instructions  to 
control  the- people  and  dispell  panic.  Tiaroughout  the-,  fire*  the  Dis¬ 
trict 'Chief  •  was  in -command  of  the  situation,  directing,  fire  fighting  . 
and  evacuation  efforts*'  .  "j-  •  ..>» 

4.  By  1345  hours  the  fire  was  under  control  and  relief,  supplies  i/. 
were  prepared  for  distribution  at  District  Headquarters.  Special  For-r  v:, , 
ces  supplied  some  supplies  while  others  were  provided  from  district 
stocks.  Additional  relief  supplies  were  requested  from  Province  through 
both  Vietnamese  and  US  channels. 

5*  At  1600  hours  the  District1  Chief  proclaimed  the  organization 
of  the  An  Phu  District  Aid  and  Help  Committee  to  assist  victims  of  the 
fire.  The  first  meeting'  was  held  immediately. 
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AVSH)  15  March  1966 

SUBJECTS  Success  .Story,:..  C$iap  An  Phu  • 

6.  By  1700  hours  the  188  fsniiieo  •  .0  were  victims  of  the  fire  had 
■been  assembled,  at ,  District  neauquaruera.  me  district  Chief  spoke  to  the  : 
people  at  this  time ,  assuring  them  that  he  and  his  staff  would  do  every¬ 
thing  possible  to  assist  them  and  restore  ad  many  of  the  necessities  of  '•  « 
life -as  possible.  His  remarks  uere  well  received  as  evidenced  by  the 
spirit  of  cooperation  aid  demonstration  of  good  ’./ill,  among  the  people, 

The  District  Chiefs  remarks  were  followed  by  those  of  the  Deputy  Pro¬ 
vince  Chief.  Initial  relief  supplies  consisting,  of  blankets,.  pobtChos1, 
mosquito  nets,  bulgar  wheat,  cc-nici..-.g  oil  and'  dry  milk  were  .distributed 
to  the  families.  ••  _•>  ,  .  ' 

•  ■  ■’  I 

1 

7.  The  following  morning  additional  relief  supxilie3  arrived  from 
Province.  The  "B"  Detachment  S-5  and  USAID  Province  Representative 
accompanied  the  supplies.  Further  distribution  was  completed  that 
morning. 

8.  Of  great  significance  van  the  Aid  aid 'Help  Committees  ability  to 

organize  assistance  from  surrounding  villages.  Each  of  tho  11  villages  in 
the  dis.t3fiot  voluntaariiy  provided  .their  proportionate  share  of  supplies 
and  labor.  The  labor  consisted  of  the  village  youth  organizations,  popular 
force  troops  and  CIDG  troops.  Temporary  housing  for  all  victims  was 
completed  within  one,  week. ......  .  •  ...  ;•  *. 

9.  Detachment  medics  assisted  the  District, .Health  Workers  in  treat-  \  • 
ing  injuries.  There  was  no  major  health  or  ' sanitation  problem  due  to  , 
preventive  measures  taken  by  the  health  workers.  The  entire  area  was 
sprayed  with  DDT,  trash  reeepticals  were  provided  and  the  clean-up.  cam¬ 
paign  was  conducted  in  short  order.  Water  barrels,  hose,,  and  pumps  , 

were, provided  in  the  temporal  housing1  are, a. by  the  ..district  govejmment. ‘  5 J-. 

I,:-;:;  •  ;  •:•••.  :yuf.. 

10.  .In:  conclusion,  the  local  .Vietnamese  .Qoye^oaent  was:  capable  of:  ' 

meeting  this  relatively  large  scale  disaster  with  only  minor  assistance 
from  US  Agencies.  The  ability  of  the  government  to  meat the  needs  of 
the  population,  and  the  corresponding  support  of  the  government  by  the 
people  are  dear,  signs  of  an.  effective  full  scope  oountarinourgency 
program*-  ;  y  ‘  ,  1  .  .  ,  ■ .  ,  '  ,  y  , 


1 .  , ...  s/Daniel  Marvin 
:  t/DAiiIEL  MARVIN 
4  i; , ,  ;  yCapt .  QMC 
Commanding 
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DETAaiFIEbT  A-234 

;  5TH  SPECIAL  IQBCBS  GROUP  (AIRBOHUE) ,  1ST  SPECIAL  FORCET 

APO  US  Forces  96297 

AVSRB.  ...  ■  11  April  1966 

SUBJECT  r  ,.  Success .  Story  . 


TEEtUs  <■,  Commanding  Officer 
, :  Detachment  B-2J 
.  ■  5tlfSI'  Gp.  (Abu),  let  SF 

•  .  -  'APO  US  Forces  96297  . . 


TO;  , ;  Commanding  Officer 
Detachment  C-2 
5th  SF  Gp  (Aim),  1st  SF 
APO  US  Forces  96295 


1*  Upon  movement  into  our  present  location,  we  fecund  the  local  in¬ 
habitants  completely  hostile  toward  the  American  and  Vietnamese  soldiers. 
■Tlie  .people  were'  openly  •  supporting  the  .  Viet'  Cong’.  Whenever  an- American 
entered  a  village,  the  people  would  run  to  their  homes  and  close'' the 
doors.  The  children  were  even  afraid  of  the  Americans, 

;-2.  ..Realizing  the  problem  and  knowing'  we  could  not  operate  Effective¬ 
ly  .until  we  gained  the  confidence  of  the- people,  we.  called  a  meeting* v- •  At  • 
the  meeting' we  decided  to.  cope,  with  this.  situation  by'  dividing- it  ihto 
four-  steps,  t".  .  •;  • 

a.  Step  One:  We  called  upon  all  the  village  chiefs  and  invited 
them  to  our  oamp  for  a, supper  and"get-aoquainted"party,  At  this  gather¬ 
ing  .we  told  the  village,  chiefs  we  wore  here  to  help  in  any  way  vie  oould. 

We .  promised 4  them  protection  from  the,  Viet  Cong,  and  also  explained  we 
wanted  to  help  thorn  to -have  a  better "life.  We  planned  on  sending  medical 
patrols “to  the  villages.  We  also  planned  distribution  of  clothes,  toys, 
soap,  salt  and  food,  to  needy  families.  When  the  party  ended,  we  had  con¬ 
vinced  the.  village  . chief  s  rthat  we-.  were  -sincere  in  wanting  to  help.  > 
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AVSEB  11  April  1966 

StJBJEGl’j  Success  Story 

"  "b,  S.tep  Two:  ';'e  contacted  USAID  and  IVS  ill  Dal  at  and  Ban  lie 

Thuot  and  asked  them  xor  support  01  our  program.  They  uere  very  coopera¬ 
tive  and  soon  no  star  tod  receiving  supplies,'  The  American  team  also 
sent  for  CAKE  packages.  Once  the  supplies  were  collected,  we  began  to 
act. 


.  c,  Stop  Three:  We, began  sending  medical  patrols  to  the  villages. 
The  comp  commander  went  along  and  talked  with  the  .people  explaining  that 
we  wanted  to  help.  At  first  the  people  refused  to  cone  out  of  the  houses, 
so  we  decided  to  leave  the  clothes,  candy,  and  toys  with  the  village  chief. 
The  next  time  we  visited  the  villages  wo  found  a  few  people  who  would  come 
out  to  see  us  but  they  were  very  suspicious.  \7o  continued  to  be  friendly 
with  them.  Soon  the  children  were  accepting  candy  and  clothes  from  us* 

Once  the  ice  was  broken  it  wasn't  long  before  all  the  villagers  were  look¬ 
ing  to  our  next  visit. 

d.  Step  Four:  We  were  now  ready  to.  give  the  villagers  protec¬ 
tion  and  show  them  the  latest  techniques  in  agriculture  so  they  could 
grow  more  food.  We  placed  a  squad  of  soldiers  with  an  American  Advisor 
in  each  village.  Their  mission,  was  to  help  the  people  during  the  day 
and  concurrently  provide  protection  at  all  times.  We  helped  build  houses, 
dig  wells,  and. plant  gardens* 

■  3,  Spoil  villagers  ’./ore  inviting  us  to  their  hones  for  meals  and  local 
celebrations. 

4.  “As  time  passed  we ' continued  to  help  the  villagers,  and  we  were 
able  to  gain  intelligence  on  the  Viet  Cong  movements.  Acting  on  this  in¬ 
formation  we  had  several  successful  combat  operations.  We  began  pushing 
the  Viet  Corig  back  into  the  mountains  and  v/ere  able  to  pacify  our  local 
area.  This  convinced  the  people  that  :e  meant  what  we  said  about  help¬ 
ing.  The  people  therefore  gave  us  more  and  more  information. 

5,  Accomplishments  s  ■  Today  whenever  we  visit  the.  villages  we  are 
greeted  with  smiles 'and  laughter.  The  people  are  always  vailing  to  help  ; 
us  and  we  in  turn  help  them  in  any  "way  we.  can.  We. are  also  able  to  gather 
more  intelligence  from  the  people  about  the  Viet  Oong. 

■  ■  6,  Conclusion:  We  found  that  in  order  to  become  friends  with  the 
people,  it  is  important  to  first  show  them  you  are:  sincere  in  wanting  . 
their  friendship.  We  must  be  willing  to  accept  and  honor  their  customs 
q.nri,  habits.  We  must  always  be  considerate  and  not  openly  take  advantage 
of  their  kindness  in  offering  us  food  and  gifts. 

7,  The  best  way  to  make  friends  is  to  learn  their  language  and  ou;s- 
toms  and  always  be  friendly,  considerate,  and  helpful  in  any  way  possible. 

APPENDIX  4  TO  INOLOSTjRE  14  TO  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Report  on  lessons 
Learned. -{ROD  0SGP0-28  (El))  30  April  1966 


AVSFB 

SUBJECT:  Success  Story 


U  April  1966 


8.  Recommendations  1  I  recommend  that  new  arrivals  in  Vietnam  attend 
a  mandatory  class  on  the  local  customs  and  habits  of  the  people  in  the  area 
of  their  assignment.  This  will  prevent  misunderstanding  and  possible 
serious  results. 


s/Frank  J»  Leach 
t/FRAi-.n  J .  LEACH 
Captain,  Arty  . 
Commanding 
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AFTER  ACTION  REPORT _ THE  BATTLE  FOR  A  GHAU 


GENERAL  SITUATION: 


The  A  Shau  CILG  Camp  had  the  primary  mission  of  border  surveillance  aoi  inter¬ 
diction  of  infiltration  routes  into  it'  assigned  a-ea  of  operation.  The  Camp  was 
located  south  west  of  HUE  and  approximately  five  kilometers  east  of  the  Laotion  border 
at  coordinates  YC  494834.  Because  of  its  location  near  three  major  infiltration 
routes  leading  from  Laos  east  into  the  A  Shau-Aloui  Valley  the  camp  was  continuously 
harassed  by  small  Viet  Cong  elements  with  small  arms  fire  prior  to  the  large  scale 
attack  which  began  on  9  March  1966.  The  only  local  population  that  existed  prior  to 
the  attack  were  an  unknown  number  of  sec-i/eli-ve  and  hostile  EATU  Tribesmen  who  were 
either  Viet  Cong  or  Viet  Cong  sympathisers.  The  occupants  of  Camp  A  Shau  never  made 
friendly  contact  with  the  KATU.  The  weather  on  9,  10,  11,  and  12  March  included  a 
heavy  cloud  cover  and  ground  fog  during  the  early  morning  hours,  with  ceilings  les3 
than  2,000  feet.  The  attack  cook  full  advantage  of  bad  weather  conditions  to  hinder 
tactical  air  support,  reinforcement,  and  resupply  attempts.  Elephant  grass  reaching 
8  to  12  feet  high  covers  most  of  the  valley  floor  around  the  camp,  therefore,  obser¬ 
vation  from  the  ground  and  air  is  very  difficult  and  detecting  movement  of  even  large 
units  is  practically  impossible  unless  they  are  detected  while  moving  on  trails  in 
the  valley.  On  the  east  side  of  the  airstrip  and  the  south  side  of  camp  were  old 
mine  fields  that  were  overgrown  with  dense,  high  grass,  which  could  nob  be  cut 
because  of  the  danger  to  friendly  forces. 


The  friendly  situation  prior  to  the  attack  was  as  follows:  Patrols  on  18-19 
Feb  and  24-25  Feb  captured  enemy  documents  that  indicated  Gamp  A  Shau  was  under  enemy 
reconnaissance  pending  cm  enemy  attack.  On  5  March  a  reconnaissance  patrol  consist¬ 
ing  of  30  CIDG  and  2  USASP  was  dispatched  2  kilometers  south  of  Camp  A  Shau,  and  no 
oontaot  was  made.  On  6  March  a  company  size  patrol  was  dispatched.  The  mission  of 
this  patrol  was  to  move  southwest  of  camp  A  Shau  and  be  prepared  to  attack  and  destroy 
a  suspected  enemy  position  in  this  area.  These  positions  ware  detected  by  an  over¬ 
flight  aircraft  on  5  March  1966.  This  patrol  v/od  planned  for  a  2  day  operation.  In 
the  meantime,  however,  2  NVA  defectors  had  turned  themselves  in  at  Camp  A  Shau  and 
indicated  that  four  battalions  of  HVA  planned  to  attack  Camp  A  Shau  on  11  or  12  March 
and  that  heavy  infiltration  into  the  valley  was  continuing,  Rased  on  this  information 
the  patrol  was  recalled  to  Camp  A  Shau  to  improve  the  defensive  posture  of  ‘the  camp. 

The  patrol  returned  with  negative  enemy  contact.  On  6  March  a  reconnaissance  patrol 
was  dispatched  approximately  2  kilometers  northwest  of  Camp  A  Shau  with  the  mission  to 
recoi  loiter  a  suspected  enemy  mortar  position.  This  patrol  was  unable  to  locate  the 
position  and  returned  to  Camp  A  Shau  with  negative  contact.  Since  Headquarters  I 
Corps  had  disapproved  repeated  requests  to  reinforce  the  camp,  Detachment  0-1  requested 
and  received  a  reinforcement  from  'the  5th  SPG  Mike  Force  in  Nna  Prang.  On  7  March 
at  1640  hours  one  Mike  Porce  Company  consisting  of  141  Mike  Poroe,  7  USASP  and  7 
Interpreters  arrived  to  improve  the  reconnaissance  and  defense  capability  of  the  camp. 
Patrols  were  initiated  approximately  1  to  2  kilometers  north,  south,  and  northwest 
of  the  camp  with  the  mission  of  confirming  the  locations  of  reported  NVA  troop  posit¬ 
ions.  These  patrol3  returned  with  negative  contacts  and  negative  information  of  any 
enemy  activity.  In  conjunction  with  these  patrols  night  ambush  patrols  were  dispatched 
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in  all  directions  around  the  camp  area  and  resulted  in  no  enemy  contact.  Puri ng  the 
period  4  thru  8  March  daily  overflight  aircraft  were  requested  and  received.  These 
overflights  detected  numerous  weapon  positions ,  freshly  dug  personnel  positions,  and 
anti-aircraft  emplacements.  This  confirmed  information  received  from  the  2  NVA  def¬ 
ectors  that  a  definite  buildup  of  a  large  unit  was  in  progress.  Tactical  airstrikes 
were  requested  and  received  on  these  positions;  however,  assessments  of  these  strikes 
were  virtually  impossible  because  of  dense  foliage  end  heavy  ground  fog.  On  7  March 
a  1  ear  let  droop  was  conducted  in  conjunction  with  a  loudspeaker  broadcast  encouraging 
more  enemy  personnel  to  defect  with  the  theme  that  all  defectors  would  be  well  treated 
and  moved  to  a  secure  location.  On  the  evening  of  8  March  the  Camp’s  strength  was 
as  follows:  220  OI.OG,  141  Mlij.,  Pore e ,  9  Interpreters,  41  Civilians,  6  hliDB ,  17  USA3F, 

The  sequence  of  events  during  the  attack,  evacuation,  and  escape  and  evasion  were 
as  follows : 

On  Q  March,  the  night  before  tire  attack,  the  camp  commander  placed  the  camp  on 
general  alert,  since  he  considered  an  attack  imminent.  All  personnel  remained  in 
their  defensive  positions.  At  approximately  1930  hours  a  squad  of  enemy  was  observed 
on  the  north  end  of  the  camp,  and  was  fired  on  with  mortars.  At  about  2300  hours  the 
ce™o  was  alerted  by  digging  noises  heard  rv.uth  of  the  camp.  At  about  0130  hours  a 
claymore  mine  was  fired  in  the  direction  toward  whioh  wire  cutting  sounds  were  heard. 
Then,  at  approximately  0350  hours  on  9  March  the  camp  began  receiving  heavy  P^rnm 
mortar  fii  which  continued  until  0630  hours.  A  probe  of  about  2  NVA  companies  was 
initiated  jn  the  south  wall  at  approximately  043 0  hours.  They  were  met  with,  heavy 
fire  and  fell  back  at  no  loss  in  additional  friendly  casualties.  The  initial  barrage 
of  mortar  fire  was  extremly  accurate  and  caused  heary  damage  to  the  USAS3?  team  house, 
supply  room,  water  storage,  and  contributed  to  the  temporary  loss  of  communications 
with  all  outside  installations.  Communications  were  reestablished  through  LLDB 
channels  at  approximately  0800  hours  and  through  US  channels  at  approximately  0920 
hours.  Casualties  resulting  frcti  the  3  hour  mortar  barrage  were  as  follows:  2  USAS]? 
KIA,  5  T’BASP  WIA,  25  CIDG  WIA,  7  fdke  Pores  KIA,  14  MIKE  Force  WIA,  1  Civilian  KIA, 

3  Civilians  aXA,  After  the  mortar  barrage  stopped,  sporadic  sniper  fire  continued 
resulting  in.  1  Civilian  KIA,  1  Civilian  WIA,  and  3  CIDG  WIA,  Sniper  and  mortar 
fire  continued  throughout  the  day. 

At  1100  hours  on  9  March  an  airstrike  was  received  north  and  south  of  the  camp. 
Because  of  heavy  ground  fog  the  FAC  could  not  observe  the  target,  so.  bombs  were  in¬ 
itially  dropped  from  above  the  clouds  and  were  adjusted  from  within  the  camp  by  sound. 
All  airs  unices  were  discontinued  at  approximately  1500  hours  due  to  low  ceilings.  At 
approximately  1015  hours  the  camp  requested  emergency  resupply  of  ammunition  and 
medical  evacuation  of  o,ll  wounded.  At  1100  hours  two  L-19  aircraft  landed  to  evacuate 
seriously  wounded  personnel.  However,  these  aircraft  began  receiving  intense  ground 
fire  and  ware  able  to  evacuate  only  1  USASP  (MSGI  ROBERT  I.  GIBSON).  At  approximately 
1300  hours  an  AO— 47  aircraft  arrived  over  t’”e  camp  area.  This  aircraft  was  flying 
northwest  to  southeast  and  received  Intense  anti-aircraft  fire  while  flying  down  the 
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valley.  The  aircraft  attempted  to  circle  east  of  the  camp  and  again  received  heavy 
anti-aircraft  fire  from  the  high  ground  to  the  east.  At  this  time  the  ground  fire 
was  very  accurate  and  the  aircraft  crashed  approximately  five  kilometers  north  of  the 
camp.  Three  of  the  crewmen  'were  rescued  by  helicopter  and  three  were  KIA.  At  1415 
hours  a  load  of  ammunition  and  medical  supplies  ware  air  dropped  by  CV-2  just  outside 
the  camp  area.  It  v/as  retrieved  by  a  party  from  the  camp.  At  1650  hours  another  load 
of  ammunition  was  air  dropped  by  C-123,  a  part  failing  outside  the  camp  area.  Approx¬ 
imately  5 Op  of  this  resupply  was  not  recovered  because  of  heavy  ground  fire  on  the 
recovery  team.  At  1700  another  resupply  drop'  from  a  CV-2  aircraft  lamed  both  in  and 
out  of  camp.  Also  about  this  time  an  H-34  helicopter  landed  inside  the  compound  to 
evacuate  casualties.  It  was  heavily  damaged  by  sniper  fire  on  the  approach  into  the 
camp  and  was  unable  to  lift  off.  One  more  medical  helicopter,  an  Air  force  CII-3  which 
had  been  called  in,  evacuated  26  casualties  prior  to  darkness.  As  darkness  fell 
personnel' were  deployed  in  defensive  positions  in  anticipation  of  ground  assault  during 
the  night,  and  work  continued  to  repair  damaged  defensive  positions  caused  by  mortar 
attacks.  Those  portions  of  the  airdrops  that  had  fallen  outside  of  conp  wore  retrieved. 
At  approximately  2000  hours  a  flare  ship  arrived  over  mho  camp  and  provided  continuous 
but  limited  illumination  throughout  the  night* 

At  0400  hours  10  March  the  camp  again  began  receiving  intense  and  extremely 
accurate  mortar  and  57mm  recoilless  rifle  fire  which  battered  almost  all  remaining 
buildings  to  rubble.  This  heavy  fire  continued  throughout  the  entire  day  in  varying 
intensity  until  the  camp  was  eventually  evacuated  at  1730  hours.  The  57m  fire  rap¬ 
idly  destroyed  approximately  fifty  percent  of  all  crew  served  weapons.  At  0500  hours 
a  massive  ground  assault  was  initiated  on  the  east  wall  from  across  the  runway,  and  on 
the  south  wall,  the  most  vulnerable  side  due  to  the  tall  grass.  At  approximately  the 
same  time  defense  of  the  southeast  corner  of  the  camp  oollasped  as  CIXC  company  141 
ceased  all  effective  resistance.  The  remainder  of  the  east  wall  occupied  by  Mike 
Force  and  two  Americans  initiated  fire  against’  the  on^ny  \.ithii:  tin.  c-;ip  who.  ltd  taken 
part  of  the  east  and  south  walls  and  temporarily  halted  their  advance.  Bitter  hand-to- 
hand  fighting  continued  for  almost  3  hours  until  those  friendly  forces  on  the  east 
wall  were  Isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  camp,  drawing  hoavy  maching  gun  and  small 
arms  fire  from  front  and  rear.  When  the  south  wall  was  taken  at  about  0800  hours  the 
retreating  personnel  withdrew  to  the  vicinity  of  the  communications  bunker  and  the 
north  wall.  They  were  joined  about  0830  hours  by  survivors  from  the  east  wall.  The 
examples  of  outstanding  courage,  self-sacrifice,  rcaourcefullncss  and  leadership  of 
the  defenders  were  so  widespread  as  be  commonplace. 

At  0600  hours  the  camp  had  requested  airstrikes  and  targets  were  hit  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  north  and  south  of  the  camp.  Those  strikes  were  effective  but  an 
assessment  could  not  be  made  due  to  the  heavy  ground  fire  within  the  camp.  At  0830 
hours  only  the  north  wall  and  the  oonmxunications  bunker  were  still  held.  About  this 
time  the  enemy  initiated  an  assault  to  secure  the  communications  bunker  but  v/as  un¬ 
successful  beoause  of  the  heavy  volume  of  fire  delivered  by  the  defenders.  The  one 
remaining  81mm  mortar  and  6 Gem  mortar  continued  to  fire  but  were  destroyed  prior 
to  1200  hours. 
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At  0900  hours  airstrikes  continued  and  inflicted  heavy  casualties  on  the  NVA 
entrenched  in  the  south  wall,  However,  no  exact  figures  of  enemy  casualties  could  be 
made.  The  remaining  USAS!'  and  Hike  Force  personnel,  led  by  Captain  David  BLAIR,  made 
several  assaults  to  reoccupy  the  south  wall  but  these  attempts  were  unsuccessful. 

At  1000  hours  the  h-Al!  detachment  commander  requested  the  entire  camp,  except  for 
the  communications  bunker  and  north  wall,  be  bombed  and  strafed.  Between  1000  and  1200 
hours  the  airstrikes  continued,  inflicting  heavy  casualties,  and  discouraged  any 
further  assaults  on  the  communications  bunker  and  the  north  wall  by  the  North  Viet¬ 
namese  forces. 

At '1215  hours  a  CV-2  aircraft  dropped  another  resupply  of  wator  anti  ammunition. 
However,  all  of  this  fell  into  the  enemy  controlled  portion  of  the  earap.  At  the 
same  time  an  Aie  aircraft  crash  landed  on  the  airstrip,  shot  down  by  heavy  anti-aircraft 
fire  from  the  many  AA  positions  in  the  valley.  The  pilot  was  immediately  picked  up  by 
another  AIE  which  landed  on  the  strip. 

Between  1215  and  1400  a  heavy  exchange  of  small  arms  fire  continued,  and  the 
communications  bunker  sustained  several  near  hits  from  a  heavy  caliber  weapon.  It 
should  bo  noted  that  enemy  81mm  mortar  fire  had  continued  uninterrupted  throughout  the 
attack. 

At  1415  hours  the  enemy  was  observed  to  be  massing  on  the  oast  side  of  the  air¬ 
strip,  presumably  for  another  assault  on  the  east  wall.  (This  is  the  wall' where  the 
front  gate  is  located).  Airstrikes  were  immediately  called  on  this  target,  and  heavy 
casualties  were  sustained  by  the  enemy,  causing  them  to  disperse.  The  assault  failed 
to  materialize.  However,  the  VC  continued  to  pour  intense  fire  into  the  camp. 

From  1430  to  1630  hours  the  situation  of  the  defenders  deteriorated  gravely.  ' 
Almost  all  firendly  crew  served  weapons  were  destroyed.  Very  little  ammunition  remained. 
No  food  and  water  had  been  available  for  36  hours ,  Fo  further  offensive  capability 
existed  due  to  the  strength  of  enemy  forces  entrenched  in  the  Camp. 

At  1500  hours  a  decision  was  made  by  HI  MAF  Headquarters  to  commit  Marine 
helicopters  to  support  the  evacuation  of  the  garrison.  Tho  camp  was  therefore  immed¬ 
iately  instructed  to  destroy  their  weapons  and  SOI’q  and  prepare  to  evacuate  by 
helicopter  at  1700  hours. 


At  1700  hours  all  communications  equipment  and  601  »s  had  been  destroyed  and  per¬ 
sonnel  occupying  the  bunker  withdrew  under  fire  to  tho  north  wall  and  took  defensive 
positions  with  the  remaining  force,  Friendly  forces  on  the  north  wall  covered  this 
withdrawal  by  fire. 

At  1720  hours  personnel  were  ordered  to  evacuate  the  camp  by  moving  north  to  a 
helicopter  landing  zone  approximately  300  meters  outside  the  wire.  All  able-bodied 
Americans  and  the  remainder  of  the  Mike  Force  stayed  beliind  to  fight  a  rear  guard 
action  but  the  enemy  laid  heavy  fire  down  in  the  helicopter  pickup  area  and  inflicted 
many  casualties.  The  rescue  element  consisted  of  IS  H-34  helicopters  in  flights  of 
4  supported  by  4  HU-1B  gun  ships  and  tactical  air,  which  had  remained  over  tho  camp 
area.  Some  of  those  helicopters  were  unable  to  come  in,  however,  duo  to  low  ceiling. 
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At  the  helicopter  pickup  point  the  Vietnamese  personnel  panicked  and  mobbed  the  air¬ 
craft.  Abandoning  their  wounded  and  throwing  down  their  v/eapons  the  Vietnamese 
personnel  fled  from  the  camp,  tramp  1  ing ,  USABF,  who  was  providing  fire 
support.  At  the  aircraft  they  fought  to  got  aboard  and  at  one  point  threw  a  wounded 
J3ASF  soldier ,  off  the  aircraft.  One  helicoptor  piloted  by  Lt  Col  HOUSE } 
the  163rd  HMM  Squadron  Commander,  was  so  overloaded  that  it  could  not  initially  take¬ 
off.  All  efforts  to  throw  the  panic -stricken  nd  hysterical  Vietnamese  personnel  off 
the  tinder  carriages  were  fruitless.  By  this  time  the  tail  rotor  was  damaged  and  the 
helicopter  had  to  be  abandoned.  Due  to  the  uncontrolled  actions  of  the  indigenous 
people  and  the  mounting  intensity  of  heavy  ground  fire,  trie  rescue  helicopters  were 
only  able  to  lift  out  69  personnel  that  first  day,  including  four  wounded  Americans. 
Two  H-34  helicopters  were  destroyed  during  this  operation.  -By  1745  hours  all  friendly 
personnel  had  left  the  camp  who  could  do  so  mid  CO,  Detachment  C-l,  declared  the  oarap 
closed. 

At  approximately  1800  hours  all  personnel  not  evacuated  began  evasion  and  escape 
action.  This  included  seven  U3A8F  personnel,  one  of  whom  was  seriously  wounded;  forty 
Mike  force  personnel,  fifty  OIDG-  and  the  crew  of  two  downed  Marine  helicopters.  The 
wounded  US died  in  the  vicinity  of  the  helicopter  landing  zone,  from 
this  time  on  the  evasion  element  moved  northwest  and  took  up  positions  on  the  high 
ground  approximately  two  kilometers  away  from  the  comp.  At  0200  hours  they  moved 
again  in  a  northerly  direction.  During  this  movement  several  men  were  lost  because  of 
estreme  exhaustion  and  the '  difficulty  of  moving  in  the  dark.  On  11  March  one  USASF, 
the  marine  helicopter  crew,  and  an  unknown  number  of  Mike  Force  and  CIDG  were  rescued 
by  helicopter  at  different  times  during  the  day.  The  remaining  elements  continued 
north  in  the  hope  of  being  seen  by  friendly  aircraft.  Their  objective  in  the  event 
rescue  aircraft  failed  to  materialize  was  the  city  of  HUE.  The  remaining  Americans 
and  some  scattered  groups  were  seen  by  rescue  aircraft  and  returned  to  HUE  on  12 
March.  Further  air  reconnaissance  on  13,  14,  and  15  March  failed  to  locate  any  more 
friendly  personnel  and  was  discontinued  on  16  March.  The  total  personnel  still  MIA 
are  depicted  in  the  personnel  recapitulation. 
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ddk)  F/Daaj  nAL 


do/Jr/Dc/'J"/-)  C 

pkisomel  recapitulation 


MIKE 

0IJ3G  EORCE  CIV  USAS]?  LLDB  INTRRP  TOTAL 


Originally  in  Camp 


Returned 


».  JLSlii . . 


Returned  "founded 
MIA 

MIA  Believed  KIA 


WEAPONS  LOS  I  (ESTIMATED! 


100  Carbines 


10  LMGs 
5  BARS 

.4  Mortars  -  6Qmm 
2  Mortars  -  81mm 
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LQnG  ■  £IG>D .  ATTACK 


Prompt  exploitation  of  _ intelligence  is  a  major  factor  in  achieving 
success  in  covhtar-guerrilla  ‘warfare,  The  application  of  this  maxim  played  . 
an  important  role  in • achieving  success -in  the  combat  operation  described 
below: 

The  harlot  of’ Thanh  Due,  hong  Xuaix  District,  Phu  fen  Province  (SQ9187.- 
53)  is  located  approximately  ’sin  J&P.cr.otcr?  north  of  the  OIDG-  camp  of  Dong  Tro. 
In  early  summer  of  1965,  the  Popular  Force  platoon  feat  was  securing  the  hamlet 
was  withdrawn,  leaving:  the  inho.biVr.ts  easy  prey  for  VO  domination.  As  the 
hamlet  is  located  on  the  fringe, of  a  noninally  pacified  area  and,  is  frequently 
used  as  a  patrol  base  by  friendly  i'oi-ccs,  the  Viet  Cong  did  not  chpose 
to  occupy  it.  Instead,  they  created.  covert  infrastructure ,  controlling  the' 
people-  through  coercion  and  applied  terror*  This  rdriimized  their  chances  of 
being  compromised  and  destroyed  by  friendly  forces,  ■' 


In  early,. February,  1.966,  Intelligence  agents  from  Camp  Dong  Tre  reported 
an  increase  in  VC  activity  at  Thanh  Due.  This  activity,  included;  ,.,.(1)  ■  Organ,-, 
ization  of  the  farmers  into  a  collective  5  (2)  Formation  of  committees  for  the 
youth,  women  and  aged,  supervised  by  Communist  Party  members;  (3)  Political 
and  propaganda  lectures  being  conducted;  (4)  Defensive  fortifications  being 
built;  (5)  Introduction  of  an  armed  VC  militia  squad  into  Thanh  Due  to  provide 
security  for  tho  VC  cadre  and  to  guard  the  farmers  as  they  worked  their  fields. 
Interrogation  of  captives  taken  during  recent  combat  operations  tended  to 
confirm  these  reports.  A  request  for  more  detailed  information  was  dispatched 
to  agents  in  the  field. 

On  the  afternoon  of  9  February,  an  agent  passed  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  S-2  Section  of  Camp  Dong  Tre:  (l)  The  previous  reports  were 
essentially  correct;  (2)  A  seven  man  VC  squad  was  staying  in  tire  hamlet,  occupy¬ 
ing  three  huts  at  night;  (3)  One  guard  was  usually  posted  near  the  huts.  On  the 
basis  of  this  report  and  earlier  intelligence,  a  combat  operation  was  planned 
for  immediate  execution. 

The  liLDB  Camp  Commander,  advised  by  the  USASF  Detachment  A-222  Commander., 
considered  a  night  raid  of  company  strength  to  be  the  mo3t  effective  tactic.  . 

On  10  February,  a  CIDG ' Company ,  accompanied  by  LLDB  and  USASF  advisors,  moved 
to  a  point  three  kilometers  from  the  hamlet.  To  prevent  security  leaks,  only 
the  OIDG  company  oomraander,  the  LLDB  and  the  USASF  3aiew  the  true  mission  of 
the  operation.  The  troops  were  under  the  impression  that  they  were  reinforomente 
for  another  OIDG  company  on  a  road  .security  operation  in  that  area. 


At  110100  February,  the  OIDG  company  commander  leaned  the  operation 
order  to  his  platoon  leaders.  Two  platoons  departed  Immediately  to  occupy 
blocking  positions  on  the  high  ground  to  the  west  of  Thanh  Due,  with  the  main 
force  crossing  tho  line  of  departure  an  hour  later.  Taking  maximum  advantage 
of  all  concealment  afforded  by  the  terrain,  the  assault  element  was  able  to 
reach  the. hamlet  undetected.  Under  the  cover  of  darkness,  and  aided  by  detailed 
intelligence,'  a  ’barbed ■  wife/ puhji  stake-  barrier ■  was  silently  breached  and  the 
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VO  guard  dispatched.  The  OIDG-  troops  swiftly  deployed  for  their  assault. 

The  remaining.  six  members  of  the  VC  squad  were  surprised  and  anihil&ted 
before  'they ''could . react •  Sweeping  through  the.,  -hamlet,  the  friendly  force  hilled 
five  of ' the  Viet  Gong  cadre,  as  they  attempted  to  escape,  and  captured; Seven  " 
others.  '  five'  weapons  were  seised  as  v/Oll  as  documents,  military  equipment  and 
two  .tons  of  rice.  The  Communist  Political  inf ils  true  tur  e  as  well  as  -the-  overt 
Viet  Cong  military  force  had  been  .successfully  removed  from  Thanh  Due.  '  The 
‘Cm  •  withdrew  •  to  Gamp'- Dong  Tre  -  mission  accomplished. 

V  Conclusions':  '  . 

1.  "CISC?  camps  can  produce  timely,  accurate  intelligence  on  a  local 
lev©!  that  IS  of  Immediate  tactical  value. 


..  '2*  .QJ&&  forces,-  properly,  .’trained,  led  and- advised*  have  the •  capability 
of  taepibiting  intelligence  with' a  high  degree  of  military  efficiency* 

3.  A  night  raid,  long  a  .favorite  Viet  Cong  taotiq,  can  be  used  equally 
as  well  by  friendly  forces  to  achieve  excellent  success, 


INCLOSURE  16  TO  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Reports  on  Lessons  Learned  (HCS 
CSGPO-28  (Hi))  30  April  1966 


BOOH  EA.YANG  AFTER.  ACTION  REPORT 


"  '  '  ictus'  in^brtahc'B  of;  exploiting  intelligence  "of.  Immediate  tactical;.  value 

obtained  from  captured  enemy  documents  is .  illustrated  by  the  series  of  combat 
aoti.ons  described  below. ,  ?laj or  success  v;c,s  achieved  by  utilizing  information 
initially  gained  ftam  the  capture  of  one  document  and  following  up  subsequent 
intelligence  gathered,  dttrihg'  en^agemb^ts'  with  the  Viet  Cong. 


.On.  18  March  1966,  a  CIDG  ambush, patrol  from  Camp  Buon  Ea  Yang,  killed 
a  Viet  Cong  Company  Commander  and  captured  a  number  of  documents  he  was 
carrying,  including  one  that  directed  four  VC  companies  to  establish  a 
training  ,base  at  a  given  location.  The  following  day,  a  two  company  size 
force  of.  CIBG  r.with.  US  ASF  and..  LLDB  advisors  moved  by  foot  toward  the  suspected 
enemy  concentration*  •  An  assault .  on  the;  objective ,  preceded  by  an  intensive 
artillery  mad  -aerial  bombardment,  was ' launched  at  211000  March  and  immediately 


encountered  heavy  opposition,.  The  VC,  occupying  fortified  positions  on  high 
ground, 'employ ed;a  high  volume ,6f  automatic  Weapons  and  smali  arms  fire 
causing  the '  CIDG  forces  to  "withdraw' to  more  favorable  positions  and  await 


reinforcements,  ;•.!  Contact  with  the  'enemy  ■  was  continued  with  the  CIBG  counter¬ 
attacking  between  the  numerous  air  strikes  that  were  called  in.  -.At  211400 
March,  the  friendly  units  .were  reinforced  by  an  additional  CIDG  company  and 
the  VC  defense'  began  tb  crumble.  :  By  nightfall,  the  enemy  had  been  driven 
from  .their  rpoaitions  and  fetched  to  flee  the  area.  Total  VC  casualties  weres 
109  KB  A,  21  KIA  by  ground  action,  with  an  undetermined  number  of  VC  wounded. 
No  weapons  or  captives  were  taken,  indicating  that  this  VC.  unit  possessed 
a  high  degree  of  military  discipline  and  training.  Friendly  casualties  were 
9  CIBG  and  1  interpreter., KIA:  with-.. 1-1  CIBG  and  2  USASF  WIA, ..  ■ 


A  search  of  the  battlefield  uncovered  documents  that  revealed  the  presence 
of  a  VC  battalion  command  post  to  the  south  in  a  land  development  center. 

To  exploit  this  information,  one  company  of  CIBG  each  from  Camp  An  Lao, 

Camp  Lac  Thien  and  the  Pleiku  Alike  Force  were  alerted  for  a  raid  in  strength. 

On  211315  March ,  following  intensive -  airstrikes ,  this  mixed  unit  was  airlanded 
by  helicopter  on  the  objective.  Heavy  contact  with  an  estimated  oompany  of 
VC  was  immediately  established.  As  the  VC  resisted  stubbornly  for  more  than 
two  hours  before  they  retreated,  it  is  apporrent  that  these  troops  possessed 
the  same  high  degree  of  disoipline  as  those  engaged  in  the  previous  day’s 
action.  A  total  of  33  VC  were  KIA  and  9  were  captured.  Friendly  losses  were 
1  USASF  and  2  CIBG  ICLA  with  3  CIBG  Y/IA. 


Evaluation  of  all  intelligence  aoquired  during  these  ’two  operations  and 
interrogation  of  the  captives  revealed  the  most  likely  infiltration  routes 
used  by  the  .VC  in  their  movement  through  this  area.  On  the  night  of  30  March, 
a  CIBG  oompany  from  Camp  Buon  Ea  Yang  established  an  ambush  on  one  of  these 
routes.  At  2130  hours,  an  estimated  VC  battalion  entered  the  killing  zone 
from  the  south  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  looal  VC  platoon  moved  in  from  the 
north.  Both  VC  units  were  immediately  taken  under  intense  fire  by  automatic 
weapons,  small  arms  and  three  claymore  mines.  Enemy  casualties  from  the  initial 
burst  of  fire  were  apparently  heavy  but,  recovering  quickly,  the  VC  returned 
fire  and  counterattacked  the  friendly  positions,  both  frontally  and  on  one  ,  . 

flank.  Theae  attacks  were  thrown  back  by  the  CIDG  farces. 
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VC'  ,-;W 

Contact'  with  the  VC  continued  until  310100  March,  with  both  aides  using  automatic 
weapons,  small  aims  and  mortars.  155mm  artillery  support  and  flare  ships  aided 
the  out^yabered:  friendly;;.fQr,ci9  :in  bolding  hack  the  VC,  Again,  the  discipline  of 
the:  VQ  TIBS;  demonstrated  by  their  evacuation  of  most  of  their  dead,  wounded 
and  eht4pment  finm.;  the,  battlefield. .  By  310115  March,  all  fixing  ceased  as 
the  VC ■ broke  contact .  and  withdrew.  First  light  revealed  but  4  VC  bodies  and 

1  wounded  VC  remaining  on  the  scene.  Numerous  blood  trails  and  other  evidence 
of  high  VC  losses  were  found.  A  number  of  rucksacks,  1  LEfl&  mount,  1  mortar 
base  plate  and  miscellaneous  ammunition  were  captured.  Friendly  losses  were 

2  CIDG  KEA -and  4 ■  .... 

*.  '  '  ■,  -  ‘  '  .  .  ,  i” 

Conclusions*  ■  . 

,1*  The  three  oombat  actions  described  were  the  direct  result  of 
rapid  eipioitdtion  of  a  cap  •hired  document  containing  information  of  immediate 
taoti, chi  value, . 

2,; , Aggressive  combat  action  on  the  part  of  the  CIDG  units  involved 
resulted  in^  an  impressive  victory  and  the  deoimation  of  three  major  VC  units* 

3*  The  VC  units  engaged  possessed  a  high  degree  of  military  training 
discipline  i and.  morale  as  evidenced  by*  V;  • 

a.  BAfusal.  td  wilhdraw  vintil  their  positions  became  untenable* 

b.  .  Removal  !of  ' all ‘wounded,  many  of  their  dead,  and  their  weapons 
from,;ijhe  battlefield. 

c.  Immediate  action  .token  v/hen  ambushed. 

d.  Utilising  suitable  terrain  for  their  base  areas, 
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j.0  kLlp/tetars.  wea^-Pf  Nha Trang,  with  , 
J&®.  ^.Uieri''  jtppi  'aresi' npri^'  of  the  river.  included  '. 
in  this; 'area-  oi?6  Ijhfe  facets  of  Did  Dian.  fay,  Dai  Dieri.  Nam,  Dai  Dien  W 
and  Dai- Dian  Trung’.  "li'aigu  i^u^udec  .rich  iioej-lands-  extending  north', 
of  these  villages  all  the  way  to  the  Hba  Gia  Lu  mountains.  this  rioh  area 

Diem  regime.  Most  of  the  homes  were  constructed 
111  *  1961  .and  1962.  Each  house  lias  a  wei.,1  and  the,  homes  are  of  cement 

ponstructlon.'  Since  1963  the  rich  rice  harvest  in  this  area  had  always 
gottb  to' the  VO.  •  "■■  ’  •  '  ■ 


For  several  years  the  people  in  the  Diem  Khanh  District,  had  been  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  Viet  Cong  who  had  been  terrorizing  them  and  collecting  most  of 
their  rice  harvest  each  year.  At  the  request  of  the  District  Chief  an  op¬ 
eration  was  planned  utilizing  USASF  advised  CIDG  troops  from  Detachments 
A-502  and  A-501}  their  mission  being  to  clear  the  rice  lands  in  the  Dai  men 
four  area  so  that  the  people  in  the  hamlets  would  be  able  to  harvest  their 
rice  for  themselves  without  VC  terrorism. 


This  operation,  ''Morning  Star commenced  on  28  January  1966,  with  two 
CIDG  companies  from  Detachment  A-502,  one  Mike  Company  from  Detachment  A-501 
and  a  blocking  security  force  made  up  of  one  company  from  A-501  and  one 
from  A-502.  A  CP  was  secured  by  the  blocking  force  after  a  few  encounters 
with  the  VC  and  patrols  were  sent  out  sweeping  the  surrounding  area  and 
providing  seourity  for  the  rice  fields  at  the  start  of  the  harvest.  The 
two  maneuver  elements  sweep  parallel  to  eaoh  other  northeast  through  the 
mountain  range  clearing  it  of  VC  as  they  moved  toward  the  CP.  During  the 
third  and  fourth  days  of  the  operation  the  local  villagers  covered  the  rice 
fields  like  ants  on  sugar.  From  an  initial  hundred  or  so  there  were  an  es¬ 
timated  1000  people  working  in  the  rice  fields  with  many  more  moving  haok 
and  forth  between  their  homes  and  the  fields  oarrying  the  freshly  cut  rioe. 

“--On  2  February  "Operation  Morning  Star"  was  completed.  One  CIDG  com¬ 
pany  stayed  in  Dai  Dien  Trung,  providing  additional  security  for  the  vill¬ 
ages  until  the  end  of  the  harvest.  This  operation  netted  a  total  of  6  VC 
KIA  an  estimated  15  VC  WIA,  2  VC  CIA  with  their  weapons,  another  seven 
Chieu  Hoi  turned  themselves  and  their  weapons  in  to  District  Headquarters. 

A  VC  Company  training  area,  containing  several  huts,  food  and  a  make  shift 
firing  range,  complete  with  targets  was  located  and  destroyed.  A  large 
cache  of  documents  and  medical  supplies  had  also  been  found. 

The  moat  significant  thing  about  the  whole  operation' is  not  the  number 
of  VC  KIA  or  WIA  but  more  important  that  an  estimated  700,000  kilos  of  rioe 
was  harvested  in  this  area  during  the  harvest  period.  This  was  the  first 
time  in  several  years  that  it  had  not  gove  to  the  VC.  This  was  not  merely 
a  military  defeat  for  the  VC,  but  more  important  a  psychological  defeat. 
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This  was  not.  only  in  their  shoiii  hy-ttie  nusiber  of  defectors, 

of  thRjto  .&*.  foti*  area*  qjw^  lwA  been  show  that 
^  q»r;o<«ilil  be  a^jfeati^  s#d  driven  from  their  con*; 

BMni-tgNr  •  roey  had  been  shorn  .that  the  C£iX}  fOiees  oouXd  provide  a  : 

seotfre  jftace  «6t  their '^'ies  to  live  ril'd  Ak  without  fej^of  " 

terrbfist  acts  a^lnsf' the*  by  the  Vd*  ‘  1  :  ■ 

:<&r.y.  dv'<rx  ..  a*:»-v7'v  ■■••'''  "  '  ■"■"='.:  t.  .'•  •  •:  ..  ■'<  •  ■■'■■. 'J  s--’ 

‘bilBrfc  across  thb  fiver, '  the  gratitude  of  the  'peonLe 
woS'  ittc^taa^ln^theif  -  faces ;  ad’they  lined  the  roads.  ‘  This  year  the  harvest '  . 
had  gerteto  them  and  with  the  help  of'  the  CIDG  this  oan  be  repeated  in  the 
years  to  oome. 
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■  DUC  CO  SUCCESS  STORY  ...  ...  .  r 

’ltifeJ^iotic!^.pf‘  rputes  of  infiltration  and  supply  is  one  of  the  main. . 
missions  assi^ed  to  tFSASF  Advised  CiDG  Camps.  The  following  combat  aotiohs 
illustrates  the  effectiveness  .of  aggressive  patrol  ing  by  CIDG  Forces  in' ac¬ 
complishing  this  task: 

’  4  4 

Numerous .  intelligence  reports  received  by  Camp  Due  Co,  Pleiku  Province, 
indicated  that  elements  of  the  North  Vietnamese  Army  (NVA)  were  using  the 
la  Prang  Valley  as  ah  infiltration  route  from  Cambodia  into  South  Viet  Hanu 
In  order  to  confirm  these  reports,  a  combat  reconnaissance  patrol  of  company 
strength,  accompanied  by  USASF  and  LLDB  advisors,  ms  sent  into  the  area* 

On  the  night  of  17  February,  this  CIDG  patrol  went  into  taotical  biv¬ 
ouac  without  making  contact  with  the  enemy.  At  2330  hours,  listening  posts 
reported  that  they  had  heard  voices  and  movement  to  the '  south  of  the  friendly 
positions. '  After  maintaining  noise  dicipline  all  night,  the  CIDG  troops  de¬ 
ployed  silently  at  first  light  and  launched  a  sudden,  violent  attack  an  the 
suspected  enemy  campsite.  The  assaulting  force  encountered  an  .estimated  re¬ 
inforced  NVA  Squad.  The  enemy,  totally  surprised,  fled  in  panic,  carrying 
with  them  an  unknown  number  of  wounded.  The  bodies  of  three  NVA  soldiers 
lay  where  they  had  fallen.  The  extent  of  the  surprise  of  the  assault  was 
evidenced  by  the  amount  of  equipment  found  on  the  soeue:  Che  ChiCom  light 
machine  gun}  three  ChiCom  AKA  assault  rifles,  five  Soviet  Tokarev  semi-auto¬ 
matic  rifles,  sixteen  hand  grenades,  two  bangalore  torpedoes,  thirty  pounds 
of  TNT,  four  oases  of  12.7mm  ammunition,  a  Chinese  made  radio  transmitter/ 
receiver  complete  with  operators  manual  and  SOI  of  Regimental  level,  and  a 
quantity  of  clothing  and  field  equipment.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties 
during  this  action. 

Further  reconnaissance  of  the  area  confirmed  that  the  NVA  did  use  the 
la  Drang  Valley  as  an  infiltration  route  for  units  of  squad  and  platoon 
size.  The  patrol  returned  to  camp  on  19  February,  without  further  oontact. 

Cki  the  basis  of  their  report,  another  combat  operation  in  the  same  area  was 
planned. 

On  21  February,  a  oompany  sized  CIDG  combat  recon  patrol  with  USASF/ 
LLDB  advisors  began  a  screening  mission  to  the  south  west  of  Camp  Due  Co 
near  the  Cambodian  border.  The  first  oontact  with  the  enemy  occured  at  25 
0700  February  when  the  forward  elements  of  the  friendly  force  sighted  a 
group  of  15  NVA  troops  moving  toward  them  from  the  direction  of  the  frontier. 
Undetected  by  the  enemy,  the  CIDG  troops  deployed  into  hasty  flank  ambush 
positions.  As  the  NVA  unit  entered  the  killing  zone  of  the  ambush,  their 
ranks  were  enfiladed  with  small  arms  fire.  Although  they  fought  back  des¬ 
perately,  the  entire  enemy  patrol  was  killed.  The  attacking  force  lost  1 
CIDG  killed  and  2  others  wounded.  Seven  ChiCom  AKA  assault  rifles,  10  hand 
grenades  and  miscellaneous  field  equipment  was  captured. 
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Later  that  afternoon,  another  NVA  unit  of  aimiliar  size  was  observed 

but  at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  effectively  engaged,  in  airstrike  was 
called  in  and  is  believed  to  have  decimated  the  enemy's  ranks.  As  the  enemy 
fled,  they  abandoned  16  rucksacks  and  miscellaneous  field  equipment  which  ; 
was  recovered  by  the  CIDG.  . 

On  27  February,  the  same  operation  intercepted  a  squad  sized  NVA 
carrying  party.  A  sharp  fire  +.  •*<*.  resr'lt^  "ir>  t^ree  nf  the  enemy  killed, 
an  unknown,  number  wounded  and  14  hand  grenades  captured.  One  CIDG  was  : 
killed  and  one  received  minor  wounds. 

These  combat  actions  show-  that? 

4 

(1)  •Interdiction  missions  assigned  to  CIDG  Camps  can  be  successfully 
accomplished -by  long  range  patrolling  in.  reaction  to  sound  intelligence, 

(2)  The  CIDG  soldier,  properly  advised  and  trained,  is  more  than  a 
match  for  North  Vietnamese  Regulars* 
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1.  Back  Ground:  Burins  the  month  of  October  19^5»  units  of  the  1st 

Cavalry  (Airmobile)  conducted  a  clearing  operation  in  Vinh  Thanh  valley. 
Immediately  following  the  operation  Camp  Vinh  Thanh  was  constructed  and 
occupied  by  a  --obi.*  uj  <»uaG  xoui  ^1 be  companies. 

The  objective  being  to  secure  the  valley  and  its  route  of  transportation 
so  that  government  administrators  could  function  and  the  populace  could 
develop  the  full  potential  of  the  valley  in  relative  safety.  In  February 
1966  a  team  of  government  administrators  and  two  popular  force  platoons  . 
returned  to  the  valley  and  in  conjunction  with  the  commander  of  Camp 
Vinh  Thanh  began  the  steps  necessary  to.  organize  the  populace  and  estab¬ 
lish  firm  government  control.  Simultaneously,  CIDG  forces  began  satura¬ 
tion  patrolling  efforts  to  uncover  and  restrict  Viet  Cong  movement  and 

to  control  and  protect  the  population  in  the  valley. 

2.  Conduct  of  Operations:  At  present,  March  1966,  conditions  have 
improved  to  such  an  extent  that  final  planning  for  bringing  in  remaining 
Vinh  Thanh  valley  refugees  from  the  Binh  Khe  area  and  locating  a  District 
Headquarters  in  Vinh  Thanh  is  in  progress.  In  the  near  future  inhabitants 
of  the  whole  valley  will  become  more  and  more  familiar  with  the  legal 
government  and  the  benefits  it  offers.  A  dispensary  is  nearing  completion 
in  the  upper  valley  near  Camp  Vinh  Thanh  and  another  is  soon  to  be  started 
across  the  river  from  the  camp.  The  dispensaries  are  AID  projects  and 
will  be  staffed  with  the  necessary  health  workers  and  medicines.  CIDG 
patrols  are  beginning  to  range  deeper  in  efforts  at  literally  saturating 
the  valley  with  government  authority  and  the  security  it  offers.  Much 
emphasis  is  being  placed  on  securing  the  road  to  highway  19  so  that  safe 
travel  by  commercial  bus  and  future  movements  of  produce  can  be  insured. 
Civil  affairs  activities  are-still  concentrated  on  short  term,  rapid 
result  projects  that  will,  in  the  near  future,  also  include  long  term 
projects.  The  key  to  true  pacification  and  security  of  this  valley 

lies  in  correctly  organizing  and  supervising  long  term'  economic  develop¬ 
ment.  These  efforts  must  of  necessity  be  agricultural*  The  agricultural 
capacity  of  the  valley  is  aimert  vv'J.-’witod,  A  combination  of  fertile 
land  and  readily  available  water  oould  make  this  valley  one  of  the  most 
productive  farm  areas  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Government  officials 
in  this  area  are  planning  to  organize  farmers  into  a  cooperative  so  that 
transportation  can  be  used  most  effectively  and  top  market  prices  obtain¬ 
ed  by  selling  in  quantity.  The  newest  economic  opportunity  seems  to  be 
in  the  field  of  vegetable  growing.  There  is  sufficient  land  and  water 
in  the  valley  to  grow  almost  any  type  of  vegetable.  It  is  anticipated 
the  market  for  vegetables  will  increase  tremendously  in  the  near  future* 

It  is  planned  that  seed  be  obtained  and  the  projected  influx  of  new 
families  be  urged  to  concentrate  on  vegetable  production  as  well  as  the 
usual  rice  crops. 

3.  Conclusions?  If  the  proposed  agricultural  programs,  civil  affairs 
efforts,  and  government  controls  are  allowed  to  proceed  to  fruition,  Vinh 
Thanh  valley  will  eventually  be  the  perfect  school  book  example  of  what 
oan  be  done  through  cooperation  of  government  and  people. 
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The  mission  of  Operation  Exodus  II  was,  to  secure  an  airhead  and  to  provide 
a  secure  base  for  the  construction  of  a  Special  Forces  CIDG  camp,  at  Xom  Cat, 
at  the  junction  of  the  Scrg  1  7'  -g  v  -ora,  Xom  Cat  is  located  on  the 
southern  edge  of  War  Zone  "D"  and  would  provide  Free  World  Forces  with  their 
first  foothold  on  the  VC-  secure  area.  In  addition,  a  main  Viet  Cong  infiltration 
route  from  Y/ar  Zone  "D"  to  Pliuoc  Tuy  Province  ran  through  the  Xom  Cat  area. 

When  fully  operational  this  camp  would  provide  a  sec. re  base  from  which  to 
conduct  operations  into  War  Zone  ,iL:i ,  while  at  the. same  time  extending  govern¬ 
ment  influence  into  the  Y/ar  Zone.,  On  D-Day,  12  February,  the  helilift  of 
4  companies  from  Lien  Hoa  and  4  additional  CIDG-  companies  from  Phuoo  Vinh,  to 
the  3  separate  landing  zones  (see  attached  overlay)  went  exactly  as  scheduled. 

The  6  initial  objectives  were  secured  by  1245  hours.  By  D-Day  night,  3  Mike 
Force  Companies  and  2  companies  from  A-312  had  established  a  tight  perimeter 
around  the  cam  site,  1  Cbmpaay  from  A-312  was  in  an  outpost  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Song  Be,  and  1  company  each  from  A-312  and  A-301  were  in  position  south 
of  the  Dong  Nai  Rivers.  One  battalion  from  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  conducted 
a  river  crossing  concurrently  with  the  helibor^e "assault,  and  operated  on  the 
western  flank.  On  the  morning,  of  13  February  /4ea  D-4  dozers  and  2  dump  trucks 
were  helilifted  by  C.  -34  helicopters  'to  begin  construction  of  the  camp  and  runway. 
A  runway  which  can  accomodate  C-123  aircraft  lias  nowhbeen  completed  and  camp 
construction  is  nearing  completion.  With  ^the  monsoon  season  rapidly  approaching, 
camp  construction  has  had  to  take  top.,prior£ty<-  This  has  limited  the  oamp*  e 
operational  capabilities.  N ever- the^Les  s  numerous  VC  way  stations  and  a  VC 
politioal  headquarters  have  been  JLpdated  and  destroyed  in  the  area.  The  oamp  is 
yet  to  reach  its  full  potential', '"but  the  greatest  hurdle  has  been  conquered. 

A  government  outpost  exists  on  what -was  .once  Viet  Cong  territory,  and  it  is  in  a 
position  to  hinder-  VC' 'activities  in  War  Zone  "D".  Another  step  forward  has 
been  taken 'in  the  campaign  to  eliminate  the  VC  War  Zones. 
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AFTER  ACTION  REPORT  **  OIERniTCa!  GOODYEAR 


GENERAL  SITUATION 

"Goodyear"  was  conceived  19  December  1965  as  a  result  of  .the  increasing  Viet 
Cong  .operations  in  the  area  oi  one  CJau  Ahoi  Rubber  Plantation  in  fay  Ninh. 
Province.  The  hub  of  the  VC  activity  was  concluded  to  be  within  the  plantation 
cantonment  area  (XT341457).  A  platoon  size  Rural  Force  outpost  adjacent  to 
the  plantation  was  overrun  and  destroyed  by  the  Viet  Cong  in  July  1965* 
Subsequently,  the  French  proprietors  were  evicted  and  the  VC  seised  control  of 
the  plantation  and  the  eight  adjoining  hamlets.  Viet  Cong  influence  increased 
rapidly  and  at  the  tine  of  "Goodyear"  the  VC  were  virtually  in  control  of  the 
entire  plantation.  Control  of  this  area  provided  a  way  station  and  marshalling 
area  along  a  vital  route  of  communication  for  transit  VC  forces  moving  to  and 
from  Cambodia  and  War  Zone  "C".  Roads  leading  into  the  area  were  blocked  and 
the  outlying  hamlets  were  organised  and  made  responsible  for  early  warning  and 
local  security.  Frequently  intelligence  sources  reported  that  large  VC  units 
passed  through  the  area.  Interdiction  by  air  or  indirect  fire  weapons  was 
prohibited  by  regulations  governing  the  use  of  weapons  in  the  plantation  areas 
actively  producing  rubber.  Ground  action  by  the  responsible  subsectors  vras 
ineffective  due  to  the  limited  number  of  troops  available  and  the  size  of  the 
plantation  which  comprises  192  square  kilometers.  During  the  first  2  weeks  of 
December,  it  was  noted  by  aerial  reconnaissance  flights  that  an  increasing 
number  of  fighting  trenches  were  being  constructed  throughout  the  area.  Also 
noted  were  large  signs  errected  over  the  entrances  to  several  of  the  hamlets 
and  the  plantation  cantonment  area,  bearing  the  National  Liberation  Front 
insignia  and  proclaiming  the  area  "Liberated".  Detachment  B-34  at  Tay  Ninh 
formulated  a  plan  combining  Tay  Ninh  Sector  and'CTDG  forces  in  an  operation 
which  would  encircle  Cau  IChoi  Rubber  Plantation, destroying  or  capturing  all 
enemy  personnel,  materials,  and  installations.  The  plan  was  approved  by  the 
Sector  Commander,  Major  Trung.  with  a  proposed  aotion  date  of  27  December. 

The  25th  Division  Coronander,  Colonel  Chien,  approved  the  operational  concept, 
but  placed  a  hold  on  the  implementation  date.  On  23  January  the  G-3»  25th 
Division  sent  a  message  giving  the  divisional  commanders  approval  to  conduct 
Operation  Goodyear.  A  total  of  8  GIRO  companies,  7  Regional  Force  Companies, 
and  8  reconnaissance  platoons  took  part  in  the  operation  which  was  executed 
on  27  January.  Frequent  contacts  were  made  with  small  VC  elements  as  the 
friendly  elements  closed  into  their  encircling  positions.  It  appeared  that 
the  VC  elements  were  withdrawing  toward  the  plantation  cantonment  area. 

As  friendly  forces  closed  on  the  main  objective  from  all  sides  it  appeared 
that  an  estimated  VC  company  was  trapped  in  the  middle.  By  1000  hours  all 
but  2  of  the  elements  were  in  their  final  blocking  positions.  These  elements 
has  been  slowed  down  and  were  unable  to  close  into  their  assigned  positions 
until  1400  hours.  Bon  Soi  CIDG  elements  made  a  sweep  through  the  objective 
area  with  no  resistance.  The  VC  contained  within  the  closing  encirclement  had 
evidently  discovered  the  gap  between  the  2  elements  th.at  were  late  closing, 
and  escaped  to  the  north.  In  the  objective  area  were  found  6 00  local  villagers 
most  of  which  were  women  and  children.  There  was  a  conspicious  absence  of  male 
personnel.  Final  statistics  substantiate  the  success  of  the  operation,  which 
netted  27  confirmed  VC  ICEA  and  11  hi  A,-  99  structures  with  fortifications 
destroyed,  4  Chi  Com  rifles  captured,  2  known  VC  captured,  18  suspects  detained, 
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and  numerous  documents  and  propaganda  material  captured,  there  men  2  minor  . 
friendly  casualties.  Tactical  air  support  was  outstanding  during  the  operation. 
Seven  striles  were  flown  by  anaed  helicopters  and  6  strikes  were  flown  by 
tactical  aircraft,  which  included  A-l*",  31cy  raiders,  and  5*5  jots,  The  600 
personnel  found*  in  the  cantonment  area  were  processed  by  the  Hi  an  Thien 
National  Police,  and  an  estimated  25C  families  were  resettled  in  government 
controlled  areas.  The  presence  of  rumoro.'s  si^is  bearing  VC  slogans  posted, 
throughout  the  area  were  further  proof  of  the  VC  control  of  the  area.' 

Perhapa  even  more,  significant  than.  the  statistics  vas  the  psychological  effect 
upon  the  local  population.  It  vas  coition  knowledge  auong  the  local  population 
that  the  Cau.  Khoi  ‘Plantation  vras  VC  territory.  Operation  ’'Goodyear11  proved 
to  the  people  that  the  government  could  and  would  destroy  the  Viet  Cong  on  his 
own  territory,  "Goodyear"  serves  as  an  example  of  how  a  coordinated  government 
effort  can  bring  a,  so  called,  VC  secure  area  tinder  government  control. 
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Bra  soi  ca  rrcoass  stoht 

During  the  past  three  months  Detachment  A- 321  Ben-Sol  (Cao  Xa)  hae 
made  great  strides  in  their  civio  action  program,  stressing  self-help 
projects  with  close  coordi':.  ti or.  with  C7IJ'  officnilsT 


Great  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  heal th-snnitation,  education  and 
welfare  in  the  operation  area.  Health- sanitation;  Bed  stands  were  con¬ 
structed  for  the  maternity  ward  at  Gao  Xa,  new  blankets  and  mosquito  nets 
distributed,  and  lime  provided  for  painting  of  the.  wards.  These  items  in 
conjuction  with  the  cooperation  of  the  District,  S-5  Officer  created  much 
improved  sanitary  conditions  in  the  hospital. 

A  fuitihce  pit  at  the  maternity  ward  at  Binh  Phong ‘.for  human  waste  was 
construbtedt  A  water  storage  container,  new  water  well,  equipment  and  brooms 

added  greatly  in  improving  the  sanitary  conditions* 

/  * 

Two  health  centers  were  constructed,  furnished,  stocked  and  opened 
during  this  reporting  period.  The  center  at  Phuoc  Ten  was  officially  opened 
29  January  and  the  center  at  Thai  Eoa  was  recently  dedicated*  The  nurses 
whioh  are  working  in  these  centers  were  trained  by  Detachment  A-321.  The 
health  centers  are  visited  periodically  by  the  Detachment  Medics,  LLDB 
medics  and  a  Distriot  S-5  representative  to  evaluate  the  medical  program, 
usage  of  medio al  supplies  and  to  oonduct  sick  oall* 

Education:  Detachment  A-321  has  the  primary  support  for  six  schools 
in  its  area;  Cao  Xa,  where  tables  and  chairs  were  built,  ohalk  boards  con¬ 
structed  and  installed,  and  two  additional  dUxci room,  erected;  Sol  Muoi  and 
Tam  Hap  schools  were  painted  and  repaired.  A  olass  room  was  added  to  the 
Xom  Hung  school  and  was  furnished  with  desks  and  chairs.  The  old  well  at 
this  location  was  cleaned  and  renovated  by  volunteers  of  the  community  under 
USSF  and  LLDB  guidance.  Class  rooms  were  also  constructed  and  equiped  at 
Binh  Long  and  Thanh  Dienj  All  of  these  schools  received  school  kits,  and 
other  education  supplies. 

Welfare:  During  the  month  of  February  the  vast  majority  of  all  C A  act¬ 
ivity  was  centered  upon  the  Thanh  Dien  area  where  a  refugee  problem  existed* 

This  was  a  direct  result  of  a  combined  airstrike  and  ground  operation  con¬ 
ducted'  In  the  area  whioh  destroyed  approximately  100  homes,  killed  15  civ¬ 
ilians,  and  rounded  an  additional  19*  This  operation  feft  approximately 
1300  people  temporarily  homeless.  Counterpart  agencies  were  immediately 
contacted  and  with  their  help  and  cooperation  this  emergency  situation  was 
kept  under  oontrol  and  mass  hysteria  thereby  averted.  A  VIS  loudspeaker 
unit  was  utilized  to  assemble  the  people  to  a  designated  temporary  refugee 
oenter,  USAID  supplied  money  for  immediate  relief,  and  the  .Province  and  District 
S-5  supplied  oooking  utensiles.  The  Minister  of  Social  Welfare  authorized 
and  provided^funds  for  payment  to  the  next  of  kin  of  the  WIA*s  and  the  Distriot 
Chief  and  his  representatives  were  present  to  start  immediate  processing  of 
olaims  from  these  people.  After  the  immediate  situation'  was  well  in  hand 

INCLOSURE  23  TO  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (RCS 
CSGPOl.28  (Rl))  30  April  1966 


ft  Mb  di '  «r  i  trrrr  7*-  ae*im|s--!  and  t-dc»  through  the  area  to  datanata 
all  viatplodad  b.  taring  nod  paeiflitian  teams  to  parooaas  claims,  Jay  im- 
aodlatc  death  cl'ia,  end  to  distribute  foods  tuffs  purchased  by  the  District 
Chief.  A  rural  Construction  ?mmi  was  also  sent  to  the  area  and  assisted  the 

people  to  re-pr.Vblish  their  rucJ/’enoc;.  and  for  general  pacification* 

During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  two-hundred  and  eighteen  (218) 
families,  a  total  of  one  thousand  and  fifty- five  (l055>)  people  moved  into 
GVN  hamlets  in  Detachment  A-321  area* 

t  ‘ 

Many  of  these  refugees  have  provided  valuable  enemy  information 
which  in  turn  greatly  adds  to  the  over-all  war  effox’t.  Civic  action  projects 
such  as  these  show  that  winning  the  peoples*  "Hearts  and  minds"  is  not  just 
a  useful  cliohe  but  a  meaningful  phrase,  forking  with  the  people,  helping 
them  to1  help  themselves  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  In  so  doing  the  people 
at  the  grass  roots  level  will  realize  that  the  Government  of  Vietnain  is  In¬ 
terested  in  them  and  their  welfare. 
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Starting  with  the  Lunar  Year  (Tat)  Celebration  in  January  1966,  camp 
Ben  Soi  loon  ted  in  Tay  Ninh  Province,  Republio  of  Vietnam  had  a  continuing 
psychological  operations  program  that  resulted  in  1,052  refugees  and  57 
Chieu  Hoi  rallies  ooming  into  the  camp  area  during  January,  February,  and 
March  1966* 

Tet  gave  the  District  Chief  an  opportunity  to  get  out  and  mix  with 
large  groups  of  people  in  all  the  surrounding  villages.  Captain  Bill  Holt, 
the  TJSSF  Detachment  1-521  Commander  at  Ben  Soi,  assisted  the  District  Chief 
with  his  talks  to  the  villagers  and  with  his  presentation  of  pro- government 
messages*  The  Tet  season  put  the  people  in  the  proper  frame  of  mind  to  receive 
theBO  messages*  The  sum  total  was  effective  face-to-faoe  communications  well 
reoelved  by  looal  villagers* 

The  Tet  season  also  presented  an  opportunity  for  United  States  and 
Vietnamese  Spodial  Foroes  personnel  from  Ben  Soi  camp  to  meet  with  the 
District  Chief,  Village  Chiefs,  and  elders.  Personal  gifts  were  exchanged, 
meals  partaken  together,  and  a  closer  comradeship  formed. 

4 

Captain  Folt  and  his  detachment,  working  olosely  with  Vietnamese 
officials,  used  face-to-face  communications  by  employing  rallies,  small 
status  groups,  social  functions,  and  person-to-person  contact  to  bind  a 
more  working  relationship  between  the  CIDG  camp,  and  the  looal  population. 

During  Tet,  year  books  pointing  out  the  progress  of  the  previous  year 
were  handed  out  along  with  large  numbers  of  leaflets  covering  the  advantages 
of  government  programs  and  the  drawbacks  of  the  Viet  Cong  program. 

With  US/GVN  people  relations  at  a  new  high,  Med  Cap  patrols  were 
increased.  Weekly  visits  by  a  US  Aid  doctor  helped  the  program  immensely, 
and  at  present,  twenty- two  dispensaries  and  maternity  wards  are  under  the 
supervision  of  Ben  Soi  camp  with  an  ever  increasing  workload  being  shifted 
to  the  Vietnamese  staffs.  Another  result’  of  this  medical  program  is  an 
increasingly  effective  intelligence  collection  system*  Of  late,  Bon  Soi 
oamp  has  been  able  to  give  accurate  results  of  airstrikes  and  artillery 
bombardments  in  their  operational  area. 

Loudspeaker  missions  are  flown  over  known  Viet  Cong  areas.  In  this 
respect,  Captain  Holt  has  made  excellent  use  of  ralliers  by  having  them 
make  tape  recordings  for  broadoast  over  the  Viot  Cong  areas  from  whore  they 
originated. 
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Being  located  in  an  area  with  predominately  two  religious  groups, 
Catholic  and  Cao  Dai,  great  effort  has  been  made  to  insure  that  both 
groups  receive  equal  attention.  The  result  has  been  Cao  Dai  and  Catholics 
working  closely  together. 

Still  another  major  pro -.ram  of  Detachment  A-321  is  the  immediate  aid 
given  all  people  who  suffer  loss  due  to  combat  operations#  Sympathetic 
medical  attention  and  fair  reimbursement  is  made  on  the  spot  wherever 
possible.  This  program  lias  cut  deep  into  Viet  Cong  propaganda,  since  the 
Vietnamese  Government  has  better  means  of  taking  care  of  the  victims  than 
does  the  Viet  Cong. 

Camp  Ben  Soi  is  located  in  an  area  long  under  Viet  Cong  control. 

An  ever  increasing  number  of  people  are  voluntarily  coming  under  the 
security  of  the  camp  due  in  large  part  to  Intelligently  planned-  and 
executed  psychological  operations# 
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IV  CTZ  SUCCESS  STORY 


SUBJECT:  ATTACK  ON  TUYSN  NEON  FOB,  30  JANUARY  1966 

1.  general  Situation:  On  27  January  1966,  Tuyen  Nhan  (A-415)  planned 
an  operation  which  required  more  troops  than  were  present  for  duty  at  the 
Base  camp.  In  order  to  run  the  operation,  a  certain  number  of  troops  had 
to  be  withdrawn  from  the  FOB,  which  left  the  FOB  with  the  bare  minimum  for 
security.  The  operation  was  planned  for  28  and  29  January,  but  was  cancelled 
at  the  last  minute  because  of  intelligence  reports  which  indicated  a  possible 
VC  attack  on  the  base  camp  or  the  FOB.  The  intelligence  sergeant  figured 
they  would  hit  the  latter.  Late  in  the  afternoon  on  29  January,  CIDG  com¬ 
pany  403  with  103  CIDG  troops  plus  2  USASF  and  2  VNSF  advisors,  moved  into 
position  at  the  FOB  to  replace  company  404*  The'  troops  were  in  excellent 
shape,  well  armed,  and  in  a  state  of  high  morale*  The  morale  was  inoreased 
greatly  by  an  aerial  resupply  that  was  reoeived  about  1830  hours.  The  drop 
contained  100  blankets  for  the  troops,  and  ammunition.  The  company  CO  gave 
out  the  blankets,  then  put  the  troops  in  position  and  sent  out  four  ambush 
squads  of  six  men  each.  The  ambush  patrols  were  sent  in  four  different 
directions  fr6m  the  FOB.  These  squads  returned  to  the  FOB  about  0130  hours 
on  30  January 9  with  negative  oontact, 

2.  Concent  of  Operation »  At  0400  hours  the  VC  attacked  from  the  north 
with  an  estimated  battalion,  using  82mm  and  60mm  mortars,  57®“  rr:  illoos 
rir.lce,  .50  cal  machine  guns,  rocket  launchers  and  a. number  of  machine  guns 
and  small  arms.  The  VC  force  was  later  identified  as  the  269th  battalion. 

The  base  camp  (Tuyen  Nhon)  was  immediately  notified  of  the  situation  and 
wan  asked  to  request  a  flare  ship  and  taotical  air.  At  0414  hours  heavy 
fire  was  also  reoeived  from  the  northeast  as  the  VC  inoreased  the  tempo  of 
the  attack.  The  CIDG  troops  were  quick  to  react  and  placed  accurate  and 
intense  counter- fire  on  the  attacking  VC.  Essential  to  this  rapid  reaction 
was  the  important  fact  that  the  troops  all  slept  in  their  positions.  The 
two  USASF  commented  on  the  excellent  fire  discipline  of  the  CIDG  in  the  use 
of  their  BAPAs  and  MiG's.  About  0430  hours  a  FAC  aircraft  was  over  the  FOB. 
•At  this  time  the  FOB  was  receiving  57®“  recoilless  rifle  rounds  from  the 
northeast  and  southeast  and  at  least  one  60mm  from  across  the  river  to  the 
rear.  About  thirty  minutes  later,  at  0500,  the  FC-47  "Spooky"  flare/gun 
ship  arrived  and  plared  heavy  fire  on  the  VC.  The  FOB  marked  the  suspected 
VC  mortar  positions  with  flares  for  "Spooky"  to  take  under  fire.  The  in¬ 
tensity  of  the  enemy  fire  was  suppressed  by  the  extremely  effective  air 
support.  Approximately  0615  hours,  the  firing  was  only  sporadio  and  the  VC 
began  breaking  contact.  The  VC  failed  to  penetrate  the  FOB*  3  defenses,  and 
were  held  off  for  over  two  hours  by  the  defenders.  Just  as  daylight  came  ’• 
the  outer  wire  and  perimeter  were  oheoked.  The  CIDG  oounted  46  VC  bodies 
around  the  perimeter  and  picked  up  12  weapons,  a  large  number  of  mines, 
grenades  and  ammunition.  A  request  for  a  medevao  chopper  and  a  resupply 
was  put  in  about '0645  hours.  A  lift  of  six  helicopters,  two  gunships  and 
four  troop  ships,  bringing  in  reinforcements ,  medical  and  ammunition  re¬ 
supplies  arrived  at  the  FOB  approximately  0810  hours.  The  FAC  aircraft 
spotted  the  VC  withdrawal  route  and  directed  the  armed  ohoppers  into  the 
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area.  At  0930  hours  the  first  lift  of  reaction  forces  landed  to  the  north¬ 
east  of  the  FOB  in  order  to  out  off  the  VC.  The  combined  FOB  defense  and 
reaction  force  action  accounted  for  ?8  VC  KIA,  two  VC  captured,  18  weapons 
seised  and  five  sampans  destroyed.  The  CIDG  casualties  were  exceedingly 
light  with  one  KIA,  two  fiTA  and  two  dependents  (a  woman  and  ohild)  killed. 
This  established  a  76*1  iill  ratio  in  frvor  of  the  CUXJ,  whioh  is  the  high** 
est  ewer  recorded  in  tbe  i-V  CT4.  The  tremendous  success  in  the  defense  of 
the  FOB  oan  be  attributed  to  the  excellent  fighting  spirit  of  the  CIDG, 
outstanding  leadership  *  the  priority  air  drop  of  supplies  on  291830  Jan¬ 
uary  and  the  timely  arrival  of  the  PC-47*  A  list  of  weapons  oaptured  fol¬ 
lows! 


1  -  US  M-l  rifle 

2  -  US  carbines 

1  -  US  Thompson  SMG 

4  -  Russian  7*62  semi -automatic,  rifles 
1  -  Russian  7»62 

5  -  CHI COM  7.62  assault  rifles 
1  -  Mussin  Nagant  Carbine 

1  -  Russian  Grenade  launcher 
1  .  CEICCM  LMJ 
1  -  CHTCCM  SMG 

'  5  -  Rounds  81mm  mortar  ammunition 
'  130  -  Hand  grenades 

500Q  -  Rounds  assorted  small  anas  ammunition. 
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.  HHOW  APTER  ACTIOI.  REPORT 

1.  -General  Situation.?’  Intelligence  reports- received  during  the  month 
of  ..March  indicated  a  possible  Viet  Cong  build-up  in  the  Kien  Tuong  and  Long 
An  provincial  areas  of  iy  and  III. C2Z  respectively.  Agent  reports  indioated 
the  VC  were  moving  iron  Lung  An. and . Lau  L&uia  provinces  in  III  CTZ,  into 
Kien  Tuong  Province  in  IV  CTZ.  The  VC  force,  which  v/as  later  identified 

as  elements  of  the  Dong  Ihap  261  and  Dong  Thap  267  battalions,  and  a  support 
unit,  were,  reportedly  preparing  to  attack  either  Tuyen  lilion  district  head¬ 
quarters,  Camp  Tuyen  Nhon  itself,  or  the  FOB.  The  attack  was  believed  to 
have  been  a  retaliatory  action. to  revenge  the  VC  losses  suffered  during  the 
30  January  1966,  attack  on  the  "Tuvan  Khon  DOB  by  the  269th -VC  Battalion. 

2.  .  Concept  of  Operation:  On  the  night  of  9 -April  1 966,  the  DOB, 
occupied  by  CIDG  .Company  402,  2  USASD  and  1  VNSF  advisor,  came  under  attack 
by. a  Viet  Cong  force  : estimated  betv/een  one  and  two  battalions- -in. strength. 

At  092300  April,  CISC-  troops  manning  the  north  wall  of  the.  DOB  heard  voices 
outside  the  perimeter  defensive  wire  and  plaoed  small  arms  fire  in  the  area. 
Their  fire  was  immediately  returned  by  a  VC  element  attempting  to  infiltrate 
the  DOB.  Simultaneously,  heavy  VC  fire  was  plaoed  on  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  DOB,  and  gradually,  as'  the  volume  of  VG  fire  increased,  fire  was 
being  received  from  all  sides.  During  this  initial  assault,  the  Viet  Cong 
employed  75mm  and  57mm  recoiless  rifles,  82mm  and  60mm  mortars,  .50  cal 
anti-aircraft  machineguns  and  4Ctom  AT  grenade  launchers  against  the  DOB 
(see  Appendix  #l).  1 

.  .  •  •  .  •  !•'  i  (  , 

a.  At  2301  hours,  an  immediate  air strike  and  flare  ship  was  re¬ 
quested  by.  the  DOB  defenders.  Additional  medioal  supplies  were  also..  . 
requested  at  that  time.  By  2320.  hours,  VC  small  arms  fire  had  decreased 
but  was  compensated  by  a. heavy  mortar  barrage.  At  2331  hours,  an  AC-47 
"Puff  Ship"  and  Beaver  7.4  (FAC),  arrived  over  the  DOB  providing,  flare,  and 
fire  support.  An  immediate  response  was  received  for  tao  tie  all  air,  and  -.a 
flight  of  D-lOO’s  were  enroute  to  the  DOB  within minutes  after  requested. 

By  100011  April,  the  intensity  of  the  VC  assault  had  again  inoreased,  ..  .  -  . 
USASD  communications  with  the  base  camp  and  the  overhead  DAC  aircraft 
was  completely  lost  at  that  time,  but  was  re-established  with  the  base 
camp  at  0035  hours  through  VNSD  channels, 

b.  At  approximately  0030  hours,  a  15  man  VO  suicide  team  success¬ 
fully  penetrated  the  DOB  at  the  northwest  corner  (see  Appendix  #l).  The  , 

VC  team,  equipped  with  a  flamethrower.,  v/as.  successful  in  destroying  the 
USASD  communications  bunker  and  several  other  buildings,  also  killing  the 
VlffiF  advisor,  TO  radio  operator  and  the  assistant  CIDG  company  commander* 

The  suicide  team  was  ejected  from  the  DOB,  leaving  4  of  their  dead  behind 
but  taking  3  OIDG  prisoners  with  them. 


INCLOSURE  26  TO  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (RCS 
CSGPO-28  (Rl))  30  April  1966  ...  ' 


c.  At  100035  April,  a  flight  of  F-100's  arrived  over  the  FOB 
and  conducted  bombing  and-  straffing  rune  on  the  VC  positions*  A  second 
flight  of  F— 100 1  s  was  on  station  at  0150  hours,  and  a  second  strike  was 
conducted.  The  air  strike  a.  were  very  successful  and  caused  a  temporary 
lull  in  -the  VC  attack,  but  would  have  been  more  devastating  had  the  USASF 
communications  equipment  been  operative*  3y  0210  hours ,  the  FOB  was  once 
again  under  heavy  attack  from ■  three  sides. 

d.  The  defensive wire  at  the  north  wall  and  oowtheast  corner, 
were  completely  breached  by  bangalore s ,  but  the  VC  were  unsuccessful  in 
penetrating  the  FOB,  The  tempo  of  the  attack  began  to  decrease  at  0300 
hours,  and  by  0530  hours,  the  VC  had  comienced  on  orderly  withdrawal  from 
the  battle  area,  to  pre-pr spared  positions,  northwest  of  the  FOB, 

■  e*  At  100410  April,  ammunition,  communications  equipment  and  two 
additional  USASF  were  airlanded  at  the ‘FOB  by  helicopter,  A  Cobra  heavy  . 
fire  team  (UH1-3)  assumed  tho  tactical  air  support  mission,  and  the  AC-47 
and  FAC- departed  the  area.  Contact  with  the  withdrawing  VC  was  temporarily 
lost  at  0730  hours  when  the  armed  helicopters  returned  to- Moo  Hoa  for 
fuel  and  ammunition.  Contact  was  regained  upon  their  return  to  the  area 
north  of  the  FOB  (see  Appendix  #l).  The  reaction  force  from  Camp  Tuyen 
Nhon  arrived  at  the  FOB  at  0745  hours ,  but  failed  to  establish  contact 
with  the  routed  VC. 

f,  At  1125  hours,  a  100  man  CI3XJ  reaction  force  from  Moq  Hoa 
was  airlifted  into  I*Z  11  (objective  #ll),  accompanied  by  the  Viking  aimed 
helicopter  platoon  (UKQl-3's),  and  at  1145  hours,  an  additional  100  man 
reaotlon  force  from  Tan  Can  was  airlifted  into  12  21  (objective  #21)  also 
accompanied  by  a  platoon  of  armed  helicopters*  (see  Appendix  #2)#  The 
reaction  foroe  landing  at  1Z  21  was  Immediately  engaged  by  the  VC,  with  one 
platoon  being  pinned  down  by  the  superior  VC  fire.  The  three  armed  platoons 
of  HU1-B  helicopters  (Cobras,  Vikings  and  Bandits)  supporting  the  reaction 
force  immediately  engaged  the  VC,  placing  Intense  and  devastating  fire  on 
the  VC  positions,  allowing  the  pinned  down  CIDG  troops  to  withdraw  from  the 
area. 

g.  The  armed  helicopters  remained  in  contact  with  the  VC  until 
1615  hours.  In  addition  to  the  armed  choppers,  four  airstrikes  wore  con¬ 
ducted  on  tho  VC  positions.  Extraction  of  friendly  troops  commenced  at 
1605  hours,  and  was  completed  at  1645  hours,  Sporadid  fire  was  reoeived 
from  the  VC  positions  until  1800  hours,  at  which  time  the  armed  choppers 
lost  contact  and  returned  to  Moo  Hoa.  Throughout  the  days  action,  188  VC 
had  been'  reported  killed,' 

*  .  .  .  ' 

'  •  h.  On  11  April  a  seoond  reaction  foroe  was  mounted,  supported  by 

slick  ships,  one  platoon *of  armed  ohoppere  and  two  armed  Mohawks,  The  Foroe 
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was  airlifted  Into  the  same  area  a3  the  previous  day  (see  Appendix  #3) 
at  1200  ho\jre.  A  sweep  of  the  area  v/c.3  conducted  until  1635  hours,  but 
no  contact  was  made  with  VC ,  Friendly  dead  and  several  lost  weapons  from 
the  previous  day  were  recovered.  The  operation  was  officially  terminated 
at  1700  hours,  'the  sequence  of  events  and  final  battle  statistics  are 
attached  as  Appendix  54  and  Appendix  rennectively. 

3.  Conclusions: 

a.  Local  security  around  the  FOE  and  early  warning  systems 
appear  to  have  been  insufficient  on  the  night  of  the  attack,  allowing  the 
VC  to  prepare  foxholes  within  300  meters  of  the  POB. 

b.  The  attack  was  tri  ; pored  premia turoly  by  the  GIDG  troops  on 
the  north  wall,  and  the  VC  force  was  not  fully  deployed  during  the  initial 
assault. 

* 

c.  The  attacking  VC  force  executed  an  exceptionally  well  planned 
assault.  They  were  heavily  supported  with  automatic,  direct  and  indireot 
fire  weapons.  Their  failure  to  succeed  can  be  attributed  to  a  pre-mature 
attack;  the  valiant  and  professional  manner  in  which  the  POB  defenders 
fought;  and  the  exceptionally  outstanding  air  support* 

d.  Air  support  during  the  battle  was  outstanding*  LAC  air  missions 
were  close,  accurate  and  very  effective*  AC-47  support  at  the  POB  proved 
highly  effective  and  necessary  for  a  sustained  successful  defense.  Armed 
helicopter  support  was  exceptionally  outstanding.  The  Cobra  armed  platoon 
flew  a  total  of  15  hours  without  rest,  from  100340  to  101830  April,  ren¬ 
dering  devastating  firepower  on  the' VC,  During  the  action  air  support 
included: 

24  oi-.,:  USUOtj 

2  Chinooks  •••«••• 

6  Plights  of  P-100's  (TAC  air)  . 

2  AO-47  "Puff  Ships"  (Plaro/fire  support) 

2  Armed  Mohawks 
1  PAC  (Beaver  74) 


5  Appondicioo: 
a/s 
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100410  Apr  56  Ammunition,  communications  equipment  and  2  USASF  air 

landed  at  FOB  by  Co ’ora  (HU-13 )  platoon, 

100500  Apr  56  F0„0  reported  7  CIDG  KIA,  5  WXA,  7  MIA,  1  VITSF  KIA. 

0 

100503  Apr  66  Additional  flareohip  requested  by  FOB. 

100507  Apr  66  C-4  (Can  Tho )  reported  choppers  not  available  for 

reaction  force, 

100520  Apr  66  FOB  reported  an  additional  11  CIDO  v-oundad, 

100525  Apr  66  3-41  (Moc  Hoa)  directed  to  request  choppers  from 

7th  Division  for  reaction  foroe,' 

100645  Apr  66  •  FOB  reported  Captain  Shelton  (CO,  Det  A-415 )  stepped 

on  mine  while  checking  perimeter-  of  FOB,  Captain 
Shelton  was  picked  up  by  gun  ship  at  FOB  and  is  enroute 
to  3rd  Field  Hospital. 

% 

100735  Apr  66  Gun  ship  at  FOB  location  reported  2  VC  KIA.  Fired  on 

VC  located  1200  meters  west  of  FOB, 

100745  Apr  66  Reaction  force  15  Bravo  (Camp  Tuyen  Hhon)  arrived  at 

FOB. 

100810  Apr  66  Captain  Shelton  confirmed  as  KIA, 

100900  Apr  66  100  man  lift  authorized  by  7th  Division, 

101100  Apr  66  100  man  lift  arrived  at.  BaiAl  (Hoc  Hoa). 

101145  Apr  66  Additipnal  armed  helicopter  platoon  arrived  at  B»41 

(Moc  Hoa)^ 

101205  Apr  66  let  lift  airlanded  at  LSll,’ 

101242  Apr  66  2nd  lift  airlanded  at  LZ21. 

10130(7  Apr  66  Reaction  force  in  contact  with  estimated  VC  Battalion# 

101345  Apr  66  Reaotion  foroe  withdrawing. 

101445  Apr  66  Request  for  additional  troop  support  disapproved, 

101605  Apr  66  Reaction  foroe  air  lifted  out  of  operation  area, 
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092300  Apr  66 


092 301  Apr  66 
092320  Apr  66 


SB^UBMOB  GF  EVBHTS 

Tuyen  $bon  FOB  (15  Alpha)  under  attack  by  estimated 
VC  Battalion.  70  employin';  mortars  and  small  arms. 

Immediate  aircti.’iko  :iid  fl-ireship  requested. 

Snail  ^rmc  i’iro  decreased.  Mortar  barrage  OoiitA.'atos. 


092331  Apr  66 


AC-47  "Spooky''"  a;v".  Beaver  74  (FAC)  arrived  over  FOB. 


100011  Apr  66  Communications  lost  with  FOB.* 

100023  Apr  66  SoVarrl  fires  inside  FOB  reported  by  Beaver  74  (FAC). 

100035  Apr  66  Fighters  (F-lOO'e)  on  station  at  FOB. 

100038  Apr  66  Communications  reestablished  with  FOB  through  VHSF. 

100100  Apr  66  Bequest  for  additional  fighters  and  flareship.  FOB 

again  under  heavy  attack. 

100102  Apr  66  Additional  fighters  (P-100!s)  and  flaraship  enroute 

. •  '  '  •  to  FOB.'  . 


100105  Apr  66  Status  pf  US  ASF  at  FOB  unknown. 

100130  Apr  66  ,  ,  2nd  flight  of  fighters.  (P-100's  on  target. 

100155  Apr  66  Ammunition  and  c onmunic ations  equipment  prepared  fpr. 

airdrop^*'  . .  *■  “  ’i;"- 

100210  Apr  ‘66  “  USASF- personnel  at  FOB  okay.  FOB  now  being  attacked:' from 

throe  (3)  sides. 

100220  Apr  66  Beaver  74'  (FAC)  established  contact  with  reaction  force 

(15  Bravo),  .from  .Ceaup  Ijjyyen  Nhon  (A^415)«  . 

.,  100225  Apr  66.  CV-2,  enroute  from,,  C-4  (pan  Tho)  to  B-41  (Moo  Hpa).  with 

*  '  ammunition  said  cammuriicationS  equipment  for'  FOBi' 

100228  Apr  66  Beaver  74  (FAC)  reported  VO  withdravdng  north'  from  FOB. 

100237  Apr  66  Beaver  74  (FAC)  reported  VC  firing  increasing'  frbm  tae 

east  of  FOB,  ..  ■  .... 

100340  Apr  66  CV-2  and  Cobras  (HU1-B)  arrived  at  B-41  (Moo  Hoa). 
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111145  Apr  68- 
111215  Apr  66 

111300  Apr  66 
111430  Apr  65 

111540  Apr  66 
111635.  Apr  66 
111700  Apr  66 


•  100  man  lift-  arrived  ai;  B-41  (stop  Hba). 

Reaction  force  air  landed  vicinity  of  objectives 
#11  and  pi. 

i 

/ 

Negative  cor.taot  reported  by  reaction  force, 

■  *  ■  •  •  v,  t  -  '■  * 

ReactfoA  force  reported  many  VC  bodies  found  in 
objective  area  (approximately  55). 


Priendly.  K1A  iron  10  April  recovered. 

Reaction  force  air  lifted  out  of  objective  areal 
Operation  officially  terminated, 
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FlilAL  BATTLE  STATISTICS  Qg  VC  ATTACK  ■  AGAIHST  CAMP  TUYEft  HHOK  FOB 
VIET  COm  LOSSES  FRIBiTBLY  LOSSES 


a.  Porsot.-nel : 


a.  Personnel: 


93  KiA 
140  KIA 
28  KIA 
100  KLA 
100  WIA 


(USAS?  body  opunx ) 
(Cobra  count) 


!  Viking  and  Bandit  count 
estimated ) 
eatimr.ted) 


) 


1  USASF  KIA 

2  USAS?  WIA 

1  US  WIA  (door  rnxnner) 

3  VNSF  KU 
22  CIDG  KU 
15  cm  WU 

3CIDGMU 

9  CIDG  Dependents  KIA 


b.  Equipment: 


b.  Equipment: 


3 

3 

1 

1 

6 
6 
40 
•  2 

15 


AK—47  Assault  Rifles 

K-50  Soviet  Machineguns 

OIIICCM  Flamethrower 

CIUCOM  4Qram  AT  Grenade  Launcher 

Type  56 

10  Kilo  Mines 

15  Kilo  Pole  Charges 

Hand  Grenades 

Kilo  Documents 


1  *45  cal  pistol 
7  Carbines 

2  BABs 

2  HT— 1  Radios 
1  Medical  Kit 


Kilo  Modioal  Supplies  (These  supplies  Included  surgloal  instruments, 
stethoscope,  intravenous  kit,  penicillin,  morphine,  and  other 
pain  killing  drugs.  The  equipment  was  clean  and  apparently  belonged 
to  a  physioian). 
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VC  RElUIUiEES 


1.  General  Situation:  During  January  and  February  1966,  there  has  been 
an  increased  effort  at  Tihh  Bien  (A— 423 ) ,  Chau  Doc  Province,  to  contact  Viet 
Cong  and  local  guerrilla  units  vTithin  the  area  of  influence  and  area  of 
interest  of  USAS?  awl  UDB  intelligence  nets. 

h*  282200  February  <one  platoon  of  Viet  Cong  moved  to  vioinity 
(l)  (see  overlay).  The  VC  platoon  leader  had  received  instructions  he 
could  meet  TIBAS?  and  UDB  intelligence  personnel  at  (2-)  to  discuss  the 
return  of'JCtis  platoon  to  GT,:  control*  Duo  to  Other  VC  units  being  in.  the 
seme  area,  the  contact  procedures  were  altered  and  the  actual  contact  was 
made  by  two  agents  from  Tinli  Bi;en. 

","br  On  2S2220  February  the  two  a;ont3  returned  to  camp  Tjnh  Bien 
(3)  with  the  VC  platoomleader ,  where  a  meeting  was  hold*-  The  meeting 
began  with  the  status  of  both  bides  being  ascertained.  The  platoon  leader 
identified  himself  as  "NGUYEIT  HI01IG  CAHrl"  and  a  member  of  C-85  support 
company.  .  Ettajuhit  was  loeated  on  Nui  Gai  mountain  vioinity  (4).  His  platoon 
strength  was  17  people.  An  agreement  was  made  to  surrender  all  weapons, 
munitions  ah<i  documents  with  the  condition  that  USAS?  and  IIBB  provide 
Security  for  the  families  and  members  of  the  platoon  upon  arrival  in  Tinh 
Bien.  This  point  was  agreed  upon  and  A  plan  Was  made  for  the  VC  platoon  '' 
to  come  tmde*-GVN  control  at  012100  March.  The  meeting  broke  up  at  010100 
March,. 

. . .. ' 

*2.  Concept  of  the  Operation:  The  plan  was  that  the  platoon  leader 
would  return  to  his  platoon  and  brief  his  people  on  the  results  of  the 
meeting  with  the  TJSASF  arid  ILDB  and  discuBs  the  terms  that  were  arranged  at 
the  meeting, 

£  a..  On  011845  March  three  platoons  of  CIDG  from  Camp  Tinh.  Bien 

departed  by  vehicle  to  0P21  (5).  One  seourity  squad  was  left  there  t6 
(a)  ambush  any  unit  entering  from  Cambodia  into  Vietnam;  (b)  act  as  a 
reserve' if  needed,  .Two  platoons  dismounted  at  (6)  aM  three  squads  were 
placed  in  position  at  OF  23,  (7)  with  the  mission  of  ambushing  any  VC  unit 
enroute  from  Cambodia' to  Vietnam,  Under  the  cover  of  .darkness  .  two  platoons 
moved  from  their  discount  point  to  a  predesignated  area,  (8),  where  flank 
and  rear  security  were  established.  • 

b.  By  012030  the  VC  platoon  had  moved  from  (9)  to  (lo).  Contact 
men  for  the  VO  platoon  initiated  the  prearranged  signal  of  three  flashes " 
from  a  matoh  or  cigarette  lighter.  This  signal  was  answered  in  turn  with 
two  flashes  of  a  lighter.  Tills  exchange  of  signals  was  executed  six  times 
between  '2030  hours  and  2100  hours.  During  this  time  the  remainder  of  the 
platoon  moved  from  (lo)  to  (ll),  where  physical  contact  was  made  with  the 
UDB.  The  VO  immediately  surrendered  all  weapons,  equipment  and  documents 
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to  the  LLDB  intelligence  sergeant.  The  17  returnees  were  placed  ona| 
ton  truck  and  transported  -to  a  prearranged  pick-up  point  where  the  'two 
platoons  of  CIDG  were  locat|d.  The  time  then  was  012230. 

o.  Small  arms  and  4.2  inch  nor  tar  fire  was  arranged  to  cover 
the  withdrawal  of  the  CIDG  aud  7G  platoon.  >ir«  was  called  ,  in  on  the 
southwest  portion  of  ITui  Ta  Sec  from  (.12)  to  (13,).  Tlie  fire  support  was 
a  cover  to  make  it  loolc  as  if  the 'VC  platoon  had  been  in  a  firefight  and 
had  not  surrendered.  It  was  felt,  by  personnel  who  plahne.d  and  executed 
the  mission,  the  firing  would  reduce  'the  probability  of  reprisals  against 
the  faiiilies  of  the  returnees  who  were  still  in  VC  areas. 


.  .d.  By  012400.  March  the  CIDG  forces  and  returnees  had  dosed 
into  Camp  Tinh  Blen.  The  returnees  were  given  food,  blankets,  ‘sleeping 
mats,,  mbsqulto  nets  and  a  place  to  sleep. 

o.  ffiie  .next  morning,  2  March ,  Sector  and  District  representatives 
arrived  to  inspteot  the  weapons  and  equipment  and  interview  the  pleftoon 
leader  and  other  members,  of  the  platoon.  A  review  of  the  documents 
provided  the  USASF  and  HUB  with  substantial  information  on  VC  locations. 

An  airs  trike  was  called  in  on  Uui  Ta  Bee,,  resulting  in  4  VC  KTA,  8  WIA, 

14  structures. destroyed  and  one  known  secondary  explosion.  ■ 


f.  On  3  March  intelligence  agents  contacted  another  member  6? 
this  platoon. in  the  vicinity  of  (14)  and  he  was  returned  to  the  camp, 

"  ■  "  .  •  t 

3.  Result  of  Operations  As  a  result  of  this  operation,  the  per¬ 
sonnel  and  equipment  returned  to  GVN  control  were : 


18  Returnees  (15  men,  3  women) 

1  US  model  M1A1  SMG 
1  French  MAS  1916  rifle 
5  Russian  carbines,  I960 
7  German  model  98 

1  US  rifle,  Cal  ,30,  1907 

3  US  Remington  Rifles,  Cal  .30,  1917 

2  US  Winchester  Rifles,  Cal  .30,  1917 

4  Eddystone  rifles,  Oal  .30,  1917 
IQ ;AP  mines,  lb  oharge 

1  Bopby  trap ,  100  gram :  oharge 


i  r  •  ’ 

1  Appendix 
a/s 


1  M-26  hand,  grenade 

1  home  made  grenade  in  Cylinder-* 
leal  container,  ^  lb  oharge  , 

1500  rounds  pf  assorted  small 
arms  ammunition 

5  S!tG  magazines' . 

Assorted  load-bearing  equipment 

2  Viet  Oong  flags 

"1  Communist  Chinese  Flag 

Miscellaneous  documents  including: 
letters  addressed  to  Sector  Viet 
Oong  Commander 

’  Tax  collection  books 
Documents  of  intelligence  value 
to  higher  headquarters 
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MAP,  VIETNAM,  Is 50, 000 
SERIES:  1,701  ' 

SHEETS:  5942  I,  5942  II 
6042  III,  6042  IV 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 


.  11. 
12-13. 


14. 


Temporary  location  of  VC  platoon 
location  of  planned  initial  meeting 
Actual  meeting  plaoe 
Permanent  location  of  VC  platoon 
OP  #21 

Dismount  point 

OP  #23 

Plank  and  rear  security  positions 
Temporary  location  of  VC  platoon 
Temporary  location  of  VC  platoon  while 
e reroute  to  rendezvous  point 
Rendezvous  point  with  LLDB 
Area  mortared  during  withdrawal 
Second  meeting  with  additional  member  of 
VC  platoon 


•SUBJECT:  BUILD-UP  VICINITY  OF  CMP  CAI  CAI 

1.  developments  since  T 'March  to  the  present  in  the  vicinity  of  Cai  . 
Cai  Special  Forces  Camp?  Fieri  rhe-ng  Prr>--r>.oc.  have  indicated  a  multi -Bat¬ 
talion  build-up  in  the  immediate  and  contiguous  areas.  Because  of  the 
pafcEriaity  of  this  camp  to"  the-  Cambodian  border,  enemy  activities  to.  inolude  ■ 
Cambodian  Army  activities «  cannot  be  overlooked  or  mininf?. *bd-  At  present, 
reports  indicate  a  VC  force  of  at  least  four  battalions  are  located  within 
striking  distance  of  the  camp.  These  battalions  arc  the  502nd  and  504th 
which  are  confirmed  in  this  area*  on d  the  197th  and  397th  which  axe  held 

as  unconfirmed,  however  probable, 

2.  It  is  now  confirmed  that  the  VC  in  this  area  either  have  or  have 
at  their  disposal,  105mm  howitzers  and/or  British  25  pounders .  This  was 
confirmed  when  the  examination  of  fragments  from' shells  fired  into  the  oamp 
on  3  April  1966  revealed  they  were  of  the  87.6mm,  25  pounder  variety.  Dud 
105mm  rounds  have  been  found  within  100  meters  of  the  camp  proper.  The 
Cambodian  Army  has  eight  British  25  pounders  in  their  arsenal  and  the  pos¬ 
sibility  exists  that  they  are  firing  these  weapons  in  support  of  VC  oper¬ 
ations  or  allowing  the  VC  access  to  the  weapons.  Agent  reports  have  con¬ 
tinuously  indicated  the  presence  of ‘105 1  a  in  the  area.  There  have  also 
been  sightings  of  vehicular  traffic,  including  five  ton  truoks,  along  the 
border  in  both  Cambodia  and  South  Vietnam. 

3.  Enemy  activity  during  the  past  several  months  has  increased  sharply. 
Since  1  Maroh,  the  oamp  itself  has  been  fired  upon  by  mortar,  recoiless  wea¬ 
pons,  artillery,  and  small  arms,  on  11  coe-'.oibns  j,  two  of  tho  camp's  out¬ 
posts  have  sustained  probes j  and  patrols  from  tho  camp  have  made  contact 
with  the  VC  forces  19  times  within  a  five  kilometer  radius  of  the  oamp. 

These  developments  have  begun  to  follow  the  classic  pattern  of  events  prior 
to  a  VC  attaok  on  a  camp,  i.e.  enemy  troop  concentrations  reported,  probes 
on  outposts,  and  harassing  mortar  fire  on  the  oamp  itself, 

4*  It  Is  of  interest  uu  uouw  uaau  uuu  monsoon  season  will  out  into 
XV  Corps  during  the  latter  part  of  April,  These  rains  will  of  course  bring 
low  cloud  oover  and  limited  visibility,  impairing  air  operations  to'agyeat  , 
extent.  By  the  middle  of  June,  the  terrain  will,  for  the  most  part,  be 
inundated  and  will  hardly  support  a  ground  attack.  Therefore,  the  optimum 
time  for  an  attack  appears  to  be  either  the  latter  part  of  April  or  in  May, 
Other  intelligence  reports  support  the  probability  of  a  monsoon  offensive 
in  IV  Corps  and  have  indicated  the  possible  infiltration  of  NVA  personnel 
in  support  of  this. 

,  *  * 

5,  Based  upon  the  aforementioned  information,  the  VC  have  the  follow¬ 
ing  capabilities: 

a.  To  launch  an  assault  on  Cai  Cai  in  multi-battalion  strength 
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supported  ty  mortar  and  artillery  fire  at  a  tiine  of  their  choosing  within 
the  next  30  days. 


b.  To  continue  probes  aru  haras  smentB ,  and  using  artillery  to 
inflict  ns  many  casualties  as  possitlo  on  the  camp  without  ooamiting 
grovind  forces. 


i:  c.  .To  continue  reorganization  and  training  -their  forCes:  and  avoid* 
ing  decisive  contact.  ' 
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DETACHMENT  B-51  - 

5TII  SPECIAL  FORCES  GROUP  .(AIRBORNE),  1ST  SPECIAL  FORCES 
4P0  TtS  Forces  $6240 

AVSF-E . . . -  -  -  •  - .  50  April  19gg 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned 


TOs  Commanding  Officer 

5th  SFG  (Abn),  1st  SF 

ATTN:  AVSF-C 

APO  US  Forces,.  $6240 


In  compliance  with  DvF.  your  Headquarters  dated  14  and  16  April  1966 
subject  as  above  the  attached  report  is  hereby  submitted. 


4  Appendixes 

1.  PQI  Basic  Training 
Course 

2,  POX  CIT -  Leaders  Course 

3.  FOX  CEP  Course 

4,  Student  Attendance  / 


s/Etonest  K.  Gruene,  Jr, 
t/EENEST  K.  GRUENE,  JR. 
Major,  Infantry 
Commanding 
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PROGRAM  OP  INSTRUCTION 
BASIC  -  TRAPING,  COURSE 
.  06  Weeks  "*  '360  Hotels 


1,  PHYSICAL  TRAINING  (18  Hours) 


-  Obstacle  Course 

.  04 

-  Movement  tinder  fire 

Q4  , 

-  Bayonet 

04 

-  Hand  to  Hand  Combat 

Total 

18 

GENERAL  SUBJECT  (57  Hours) 

-  Political  Warfare 

08 

04 

-  Military  parade  and  ceremony 

•• 

M  ■ 

-  '  Mines  and  Booby  Traps  .  ; 

.  t 

Q 6 

• !  *  «v 

-  Map,  Compass  * ' 

-4 

—  Intelligence 

02 

02 

-  Cammunioation 

06 

02 

-  Medical 

00 

04 

-  Maintenance 

06 

•  * 

Total 

45 

"12“ 

WEAPON  (74  Hours)  • 

-  Ml  Rifle 

02 

-  Carbine 

o£ 

-  BAR  (L  PE) 

14  .. 

.  •  Off". 

«►  L.M.G. 

12  ' 

04 

-  Grenade 

04 

-  Ml  Reaotion  fire 

04 

-  Night  fixing 

04 

04 

-  Eire  technique 

10 

~ 

Total 

TcT 

TACTICS  (115  Hours) 

-  Individual  Combat 

04 

-  Hand  and  arm  signal,  Formations 

15 

04 

-  Group  Combat 

08 

04 

-  Helicopter  Operation 

04 

04 

-  Squad  in  Night  Combat 

00 

08 

-  Immediate  action  drill 

06 

06 

-  Ambush 

06 

06 
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PROGRAM  OF  INSTRUCTION 
013)6  LEADERS  COURSE 
05  Weeks 


SUBJECT 


TRAINING  HOUR 
BAY  NIGHT  '  TOTAL 


I 

GENERAL  SUBJECTS 

5°,’ 

.  03 

53 

II 

TACTICS 

96 

'48  ' 

144 

III 

WEAPONS 

-•  1  ■  e  %  • 

v  ' 

46. 

•09 

;  55 

IV 

*--♦**«.*  ♦ 

COMMUNICATION 

10 

00 

10 

V 

DEMOLITION 

*  «v  ■  •  •;  • 

;  id  , 

P3 

13 

VI 

MEDICAL  V 

’  ’ }  * .  ‘r  4  j/  .*  »  / 

.04. 

00" 

04 

VII 

INTELLIGENCE 

07 

00.;;; 

1,07 

VIII 

POLITICAL  WARFARE  ‘ 

18 

00 

18. 

IX 

GUERRILLA  WARFARE  ;  • 

06 

...  ,03  . 

•  09 

■  5  ,  •  ,  . 

X 

MISCELLANEOUS 

.  .  ■  ’  ■' 

-  Examination 

>  'i  ■••  iW  |-  • 

04 

oo  ; 

04 

-  Opening  aiid  Graduation  Ceremony 

-04— 

.....  QQ. ... 

_ 

TOTAL 

255 

66 

321 

APPENDIX  2  10  INOLOSURE  29  TO  SECTION  H  ■to  Operational  Report  on  lessons 
learned  (RCS  CS&P0-2S  (SO.))  30  April  1966 


TRAINING  SUBJECT 


HOUR 

m  mm 


Patrol 

09 

10 

Village  searching  tc^hni^uc 

04 

00 

Squad-attack----- . . . . — . 

04- 

....... -00.. 

Squad  attack  with , live  ammo 

10 

00 

Squad  defense  (live  ammo). 

02 

06 

Total 

70 

45 

5,  AMPHIBIOUS  OPERATION  (14  Hours) 


Introduction  to  Amphibious  Operation 

02 

00 

DZ  Selection  and  Reporting 

02 

00 

DZ  Marking 

02 

00 

Reception  from  a  drop 

02 

00 

LZ  -  D2  (day  and  night  PE) 

Total 

JSU 

6.  LLDB  TRAINING 


-  Introduction  to  Unconventional  Warfare 


and  Guerrilla  Warfare 

02 

00 

-  LLDB  duties.  Capabilities  and  Limitations 

01 

00 

-  VNSF  Organization 

02 

00 

-  Periods  of  Guerrilla  development 

02 

00 

-  Initial  Contact 

02 

00 

-  Infiltratior  Phase 

02 

00 

-  Organization  Phase 

00 

02 

-  Training  Build-up  phase 

00 

02 

-  Operation  guiding  period 

02 

00 

-  Survival 

03 

06 

-  Escape  and  Evasion 

Total  ,  . 

*■ 

00 

"5T 

MISCELLANEOUS-. 

-  Examination 

07 

00 

-  Commander  Time 

12 

00 

-  FTX 

.1 

12 

Total 

43 

12 

TOTAL 

2?0 

360  90 

9 

6 

SUBJECT  ' 

TRAMS; 

HOUR 

.  ’ 

X  ■  •ft'Bfffiifr.A'Ti .  •  — . - - - — - - - - — 

A  —  Use  of  U.S.  Compass 

02 

00 

02 

-  Movement  by  Compass 

04 

03 

07 

-  Movement  by  Map 

02 

00 

02 

-  Methods  of  Orientation' 

02 

00 

02 

-  Coordinate  Reading 

06 

00 

06 

-  Road,  March  Orientation 

04 

00 

04 

-  Location  and  Orientation 

12 

00 

12 

B  LEADERSHIP  r;i. 

-  — b"'  . 

01 

00 

01 

-  Conduct  of  Leadership  ",k 

01 

00 

01 

Techniques  of  the  Commander 

0* 

00 

02 

-  Training  Methods 

04 

00 

04 

C  HAND.  .3$.  HAUL  COMBAT 

.  .  . '  - 

-  Weakness  of  Defense 

01 

00 

01 

-  Eal3,  Positions  - ' 

01 

.  .  00  . 

01 

-  JudiriKoV® eBt  ~ 

05 

00 

05 

-  Hand  ’to  hand  Oombat  with'  knofe”  1 

02 

00 

02 

-  P0W!e  Searohing  and  Handling 

J2L» 

_ W-Qg... 

_ 

TOTAL 

50 

. .  93  . 

53 

II  TACTICS 

a  cc _ 

...  '  •'  •  '• 

-  Camo'ilauge  and  Concealment 

03 

02 

05 

-  Hand  and  Arm  Signals 

01 

00 

01 

-  Movement  Observation  and.  Reporting 

03  . 

02 

05.,.  ,• 

-  Soouting  Agents  and  Messengers  - 

03 

02 

05:  7 

-  Guard 

02 

02 

04  7’ 

B  CCMBSff'uittT 

—  Squad  Organization 

01 

00 

01 

-  Squad  Formation 

02 

00 

02 . 

-  Squad  Ambush 

•••04 

03 

.  rffj'.i';  •• 

0  ELATOOR  ;  ./"  V 

-  Platoon  Organi  zation _ y;_ 

-  01 

00 

.01 

-  Platoon  Formations  *■ 

02 

00 

02 

-  Platoon  Patrol 

08 

03 

.11  , . 

-  Platoon  in  Defense 

04 

03 

07 

—  Platoon  in  Attack 

04 

03 

07  - 

-  Platoon  Ambush- 

••  04,., 

.  03 

• . ,.  .  07,.. 

-  Platoon  Raid 

04 

03 

07  ; 

-  aimrt3re6's^ag  *“  -  ■ — 

04 

00 

04  - 

-  Lmnediate  Action  Drill 

03 

00 

03 

—  FTX 

-ji2_ 

_ 22 

_ S5- 

96  ,  48  144 


Total 


SKBJKlT . 


TRAINING  HOUR 


DAi 

NIGHT . 

TOTAL  ' 

02 

00 

02 

05 

03 

08 

05 

03 

;  03 

04 

00 

04 

06.. 

oo 

.06 

06 

00 

06-. 

15 

00 

15 

Q3— 

•  ••  ,03, 

,  ,  ,06  • 

46 

09 

”55 

01 

00 

01  ' 

01 

oo 

Ctt 

02 

oo 

#2 

02 

oo  . 

02 

(U 

i  00 

„  u  ■  OL- 

10. 

.  **  "f 

00 

"  lff' 

03 

00 

03 

02 

00 

02 

02 

03 

:■  05 

Q-3, , 

_ oo . : 

10 

.  03  ’ 

- 

02 

oo 

02 

01 

oo 

01 

01 

OQ 

.  .  ccv, 

04 

"  oo 

04 

02 

00 

02 

02 

00 

02 

02 

.  00 

0? 

01 

•  oo 

,03, 

07 

00 

07 

.18  . 

02 

00 

02 

04  . 

05 

07 

06  . 

.03  • 

.09 

III  WEAPQIJS 

-  Grenades 

-  Ml  Rifle 

-  Carbine 

-  SMG  -Thompson  and  M3  AT 

-  BAR'  ' 

_  IMG 

-  Mortars 

-  Transition  (Reaction)  Tiring 

'i  .  i*  ■ 

IV  CQMMUMCATIOHS 

-  Introduction  to  Commo 

-  Communication  Security 

-  Radios,  HT-1  and  TR  20 

-  Radio,  AH/EKC-IO 

-  Communications:  Systems 

m 

V  DMOLIIION  - . . . 7  ... • 

-  Mines  and  Booby  Traps 

-  VC  Mine 

-  Claymore  Mine 
.  —  Arming  and  Disarming  Mines 

VI  MEDICS 


Total 


Total .. ... 


Total 


•»  Introduction  to  First  Aid 

-  Emergency  Treatment  in  .  the  Field 

-  VD 

Total 

VII  INTELLIGENCE 

-  Introduction  to  Intelligence 

-  Observation  and  Reporting  Information 

-  Information  Collection  and  Development 

-  Handling  of  KJW’s  and  Information 

Total 

VIII  POLITICAL  WARFARE 

IX  GUERRIALLA  WARFARE 

-  Introduction  to  Guerrilla  Warfare 

-  Counter  Guerrilla  Warfare 


Total 


ceahtiitg  hours 


TRAINING  SUBJECTS 

MY 

NIGHT 

TOTAL 

I  GENERAL  SUBJECTS 


11  -'Map*  Compass 

40 

4 

44 

12  -  Communication 

21 

21 

13  -  Medical 

12 

12 

14  -  Intelligence 

18 

18 

15  ~  Politiocl  Warfare 

24 

24 

16  -  Landing  Zone  and  Drop  Zone  8 

8 

17  -  FAC 

1 

1 

18  -  Survival 

4 

4 

19  -  Briefing  and  Debriefing  2 

— 

Total  130 

134“ 

TACTICS 

-  Patrol 

35 

47 

-  River  Crossing 

8 

8 

-  FTX 

SSL 

Sotal  123 

-fr 

112 

167 

WEAPONS 

-  Mortar  Adjustment 

18 

6 

24 

-  Individual  Weapon 

Total  ”Te*' 

4  . 

TEr 

20 

MISCELLANEOUS 

-  Review 

04  hrs 

-  Examination 

04  brs 

-  Commanders  time 

06  brs 

-  Opening  and  Graduation  Ceremonies 

02  hrs 

Total 

16  hrs 

CLASSIFIED 

-  Confidential 

24  brs 

-  Secret 

46  brs 

-  Unclassified 

271  hrs 

APPENDIX  3  TO  INCLOSURE  29  TO  SECTION  U  to  Operational.  Report  on.  Lessons 
Learned  (RCS  CSGPO-23  (Rl))  30  April  1966 


X  MXSCBLLAKEOUS  -■ 

-  Examination 

•—-^Opening  'and  --Graduation:  Ceremony 

Total 


GEKQSlAIi  -TOTAL  255  66  -  321 


TRAINJ$G  SCHEDULE  IN  DETAIL 

ceMMv  iwm  qwwm 


TRAINING  SUBJECTS 

-■  -  -  !  '  ■  ■  ■ 

DAY 

TRAINING'  HOURS 
'NIGHT' 

TOTAL 

GENERAL  SUBJECTS 

II  -  Map  and  Compass 

III  -  Use  of  US  Compass 

112  -  Movement  with  Compass  by-  day 

°4. 
o4  ’ 

04 

and  Night 

....  04 

08 

113  -  "introduction  to  Map 

02 

02 

114  «  Coordinate  Reading 

08 

08 

115  -  Map  Orientation 

02 

02 

116  -  Marginal  Information 

117  -  Position  Location,  Road  Mar  oh 

04  . 

■  ■  •  .  V.  . 

04 

Orientation 

04  . 

;*  I"-.,  ' 

04 

118  -  Location  Orientation 

04 

■'*  -  *  •  **  ‘  ^ 

04 

.  .  f 

119  -  Location  by  Resection  and 

1  -  ,  .  .  •  f  ’• 

Intersection 

/$*•' 

,  04 

120  -  Position  Determination  hy 

.....  .  - 

Contour  Lines 

Total 

•J&. 

40 

.  . 

12  -  Communication 

-  AN/PRC010  Radio 

12 

.  .1?  v 

-  HP-1  Radio  a 

-■Field  antenna  for  AN/PRC-10 

04 

04“ 

said  HP-1 

03 

03 

-  Message  writing  and  Comraunio- 

ation  Security 

Total 

4 

•  mr 

02 

'  21  , 

13  -"Medical  vr‘  •"“* 

,\i  ■. 

-  Use  of  Individual  Dressing 

04 

04 

-  Treatment  for  Shook 

02 

02 

-  Stop  the  Bleeding 

02 

.02 

-  Fractures 

-  Emergency  Treatment  on  -' 

02 

.  .  •  ... 

i*  .'h  . 

Operation 

JSL 

; 

Total 

■  ......  ■  • 

■12  . 

.1  . 

.  .  v  00 

:  12  - 

APPENDIX  3  TO  3NCL0SURE  29  TO  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Report  an  Lessons 
Learned  (RCS.  CSGPO^e.  (Rj.)  )  ,30  -April  1966  : 


1A  I:  i  till  i- 

-  Introduction  to  Jnteiligenod  02  02 

-  OTsbauvc  lion  und  8^|<»rtlug-  02  02 

'tolbHiiatiO^  O'dlle^'tTon  £pom  ' . 

the  Battlefield  ‘  02  02 

-/jpKa,8oners  ^  ana  noouiuen'cs  on  02 

... «,  w^'iac(J..pe..and.'Piraeion.  ..  —  10-_  •  -«-—  , . .  10.  '  ■ 

Total  18  ”  ’  .18 


15 


Political  Warfare 

- vHiatoiy  of  Viet  Nam  • ,  02 

-  Tlistoiy  of  Viet  Ham  Today  02 

»..Bolo  of  People  in  War  time  02 

-  ^iHEU'  EOA  Policy  ■?  .01  „ 

-propaganda  with  People..;'  01 

-  ,'Our  Advantage  and  Disadvantage  ' 

.(Propaganda)  ,«•.  01 

-  Advantage  and  Disadvantage  of-, 

'Iftiemy  (Propaganda)  < 01 

-  Introduction  to  Guerrilla 

W&xfsxB  01 

-  Responsibility  of  the  QIDG  01 

-  Action  and  Taotios  of  the  Enemy  02  » 

-  Enemy  Propaganda  and  Cabin 

'*fetios'*~*  Vir  ■  .  02 


,  02  .. 

;  r  02  .  V  . 

'■■Jr.  02 


01 

01 


02 


-  Counterespionage  and  Preserva- 


tion 

02 

,  4  •  1 '  • .  * 

02  ’ 

-  Why  do  we  oounter  Communists 

-  Reason  to  Win  Communist  over 

02 

t  • 

02 

.t>vv 

to  the  Government 

M*. 

02 

Total 

24 

00 

•••  24 

16  Landing  Zone  and  Drop  Zone 


-  TiZ  Selection  and  Reporting 

—  DZ  Hel go  oxOii  .Mig 

Total 

•  06 

02 

10 

00 

06 

17 

PAG 

01  " 

,01  . 

18 

Survival 

-  Locating  Water 

-  Locating  -Rood  on  Ground  • 

-  Looating  Rood  Underwater 

Total 

olp  0  0 

-P-tf-1  ro  m 

"W 

'*"•  01 

02 

J2L. 

04 

.T  ' 


APPENDIX  5  TO  INCLOSURE  2?  TO  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Report  on  Lessons 
Learned  (RCS  CSGPO-28  (Rl))  30  April  1966 


19  Briefing  d^d  Debriil’ing 

'■  02  \  • 

J&- 

-0$- 

n  i?  3  ri  ?:  Total: 

’:y  *' 

13°  ,  . 

04 

134 

n  TACTICS  £  V.  c_  3 

21  -  Organization.'  and  ■Eriii;-'"ient  of 

t* 

Reccfe  Squad  '•  £•:' 

02  ’  .■ 

02 

22  -  Immediate  Action  Drill 

'08 

08 

23  **  Patrol  Techniques 

24;-  Patrol  Order  Combat  Patrol, 

04 

04 

Patrol  Base,  Patrol  Reporting 
25;-  River  Crossing  with  Expedient 

21  ■  •••• 

12 

33 

•  and  Poncho 

08  • 

08 

26  -  FTX 

80 

-as- 

Total 

•123 

44 

‘I  4 . 

Ill  WEAPONS 

'  1 

-  Mortar  A&jus-fiiieint 

18 

06 

24 

-  Carbine  firing 

J24- 

Total 

'18 

10 

28 

IV  MISCELLANEOUS 


-  Review 

04 

04 

-  Examination 

04 

04 

-  Commanders  ®ime 

06 

06 

-  Opening  and  Graduation 
Ceremony- 

Total 

02  .  . 
IfiT 

00 

JXL. 

16 

TOTAL 

283 

58 

341 

:.;.t 


APPENDIX  5  TO  INCLOStJBE  29  TO  '  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Report  an.  Lessons 
Leanied  (RCS  CSGP0-28  (Rl))  30  April  1966 


(Bl))30  2p^SfDEB  29  T0  SEOn®  n  OsevMava  Report  <m  Leeeone  Reamed  (BOS  CSGPq.28 


ITEM;  SUPPORT  OF  SPECIAL  FORCES  CAHPS  Ilf  REMOTE  AREAS 

DISCUSSION ;  During  th^  MBettle  of  A  SHAU"  sufficient  tactical  and 
logistical  support  was  prohibited  due  to  extremely  poor  weather  conditions 
(extended  periods  of  low  oldud  cover  and  limited  visibility)  which  are- 
prevelant  most  of  the '  time •  in  the  vicinity  of  and  the  surrounding'  areas  of 
Camp  A  SHAU  (YC50OO83)  located  within  the  A  SEAU-ALOUT  Valley,  adjacent  to 
the  Laotion  border. 

These  conditions  placed  severe  limitations  on  the  use  of  direct  air 
strikes,  bombing,  resupply  and  medical  evacuation  efforts  and  the  ability 
to  place  effective  fire  on  enemy  mortar  positions.  . 

The  enemy  employed  the  taotios  of,  placing  their  troops  and  ep.;ti*-a4-r 
craft  weapons  (50  Cal.  131);  along  likely  avenues  of  approach  of  friendly  , 
reinforcements.^  .  ...  ••  ■ 

The  enemy  had  ..the  advantage  of  short  and .  relatively  secure  supply  : 
lines  resulting  from  established.  infiltration  .routes  fro®  haos^  adjahsiht' 
to  Special  Forces  camps  Ipoated  near  tfye  Lswtion  border#  ;. 

~  OBSERVATION :  ,  Contingency  plans  are  being  established  with  EfiAE.  and 
ARVIf  units  to  support,  the.  Special  ibrcee  effort  to  inclufLet  .. .. 

'1.  The  use  of  "Sky  Spot  Bombing"  (an  electric  radar  and  hemming'  der- 
vice,  UHF/ADF  AN/PRC  41  and  COMPUTER  ESQ^)  to  allow  direct  bonding  oh 
targets  under  extended  cloud  cover# 


2.  Airlift  mobile  artillery  units  should  preplan  landing  senes  around 
the  periphery  of  the  enemy  axis  to  lender  support'  to  friendly  forefiae  .^'. 

3.  Establish  primary  and  alternate  voide  oommunicatlohs  system  to  aht  ^ 
as  relays  for  the  caiapa  when  communications  are  restricted^. 

4*  Deploy  reinforcements  to  camps  in  advance  of  imminent  attacks  based ;  ■ 
on  timely  intellignece  and  weather  .conditions.  ’  :-ii 


5.  Border  surveillance  efforts  must  be  increased  (air  and  land)  in 
order  to  detect  the  enemy  massing  for  a  large  scale  attack# 

•rO.ioford'eaeht  by  'both.  ARVN  and  US#  . 

Grohrid  routes  for  reinforcements  must  beplannedin  areas  where'  weather 
conditions  are  likely  to  preclude  Hying* 


J  'yx  :'A;“chmp'  should  not  be  established  in  an  area,  which  is  well-beyehd 
reinf breemen t  dis tahee ' and  odpability  of  friendly  unitsiT  This  is  paxtibiiL-  " 


arly  true  in  areas,  such  as  A  SHAU,  where  poor  weather  conditions  exist 
most  of  the  time*  •:  *••••■•  ‘'‘-.v  ■  - 


INCLOSURE  30  TO  SECTION  II  to  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (ECS 
CSGPQ-28  (El))  30  April  19& 


ITEM;  deduction  of  Pilferage,  of.  Sensitive  Items 

DISCUSSION :  It  lias,  baeii  discovered  that  some  pilferage  of  sensitive 
•items  has  "been  occurring  dipping  shipment  to  the .  operational  detachments., 

•  ■  'OBSERVA.TI PIT  s:  jo  ,  reduce pilferage  of  supplies  ..during  shipment  all  items 
are,  being  boxed*  banded  ahd  palletized  with  the  sensitive  items  enclosed  in 
the  center# ,  .Requisition  voucher  numbers  are  used  to  mark  .the  boxes  instead 
of  item  descriptions.  Lightweight  sensitive  items  are  being  sent  through, 
the  mail.  It  is  expected  that  the  loss  of  such  items  as  pistols,  binoculars* 
and  medical  supplies  will  be  appreciately  reduced. 

ITEM;  Due  Out  Review  System  ■  • 

DISCUSSION  s  ■  A:,  large  number  of  due-outs,  to  the  operational  detachments 
accumulated  and  there  was  no  systematic  method 'established  to  review  and 
reduce  the  due-outs  to  meet  an  acceptable  demand  accomodation  rate# 

OBSERVATION :  A  120  day  due  out  review  system  was  initiated.  All  re¬ 
quisitions  that  are  over  120  days  are  returned  to  the  requesting  unit*  If 
the  unit  determines  that  the'  item  is  still  a  valid  requirement  the  request 
is  resubmitted  and  alternate  methods  of  obtaining  the  item  are  examined* 

The  reviews  have  resulted  .in  a.  50$  reduction  in  the  number  of  due  outs  be¬ 
cause  the  detachment  has  obtained  the  item,  by  another  means  or  the  individ¬ 
uals  on  site  at  the  tine  of  review  have  decided  that  they  no  longer  want 
the  item* .  •••  .  •■  • 

ITEM:  Issue  of  Generators 

DISCUSSION  :  jO  0  generators  were  being  issued  to  the  operational 
detaohmerfts  and  were  being  damaged  as  a  result  of  the  personnel  on  site 
not. Knowing,. how  to  install  or. operate  them.  . 

OBSERVATION :  J^&il  "technical  equipment  issued  to  the  field  is  now  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  Fhillipino  technician  who  conducts  on.  the. spot,  instructions 
oh  operating  and  maintaining  the  equipment. 

ITEM:  Camp  Openings  ••"•■-•• 

DISCUSSION:  Unless  carefully  planned  and  programmed*  detachments  open¬ 
ing  mew  edmpa  can  be  hampered  by  receiving  more  supplies  and  equipment  than 
can  be ^efficiently  oleared  from  the' drop  zone  and  put,  to  use.- 

OBSERVATION :  Detaohments  given  the  mission  of  opening  new  oampa  must 
accurately  determine- their  requirements  for  barrier  ahd  construction  mat- 

INSLOSURE  50  TO  SECTION"  II  to  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (RCS 
CSGPO-28  (Rl))  30  April  1966 


erials.  Following  this, ”“4  delivery  schedule  must  h»  'determined'  to  program 
the  supplies  into  the  Ofjnps^xe  at  a  usahle  rate  so  that  supplies  and  equip- 
■  ment  are  recovered,  quickly  add  not  left  on  the  drop  zone  for  long  periods 
: of  time. 

IMs  Supply  requests  by  message 

! 

DISCUSSION s  Detachments  submitting  priority  requests  by  message  often 
do  not  furnish  enough  details  to  enable  S-4  personnel  to  determine  what  is 
needed.  ; 

QBSEKV ATION ?.  For  repair  parts,  furnish  detailed  description  of  the 
[part  and  model  of  end  item  to  be  repaired.  For  other  Items  send  enough 
[details  to  enable  supply  personnel  to  'determine  exactly  what  is  needed. 

ITEM:  During  the  battle  of  Camp  A  Shau  in  I  Corps,  it  was  determined  j 
that  the  Coaxial  Cable  lead  in  from  the  Antenna  to  the  radio  set  had  been 
out  by  an  unidentified  individual  within  the  camp.  The  cutting  of  the 
oahle  severed  communications  with  higher  headquarters  for  a  period  in  ex- 
1  oess  of  eight  hours.  Positive  steps  which  can  be  taken  to  eliminate  sinv» 
lliar  instances  are: 

1.  Erect  a  lead  pipe  to  a  height  six  to  seven  feet  above  ground  level 
!  and  run  the  Coaxial  Cable  through  it.  This  will  prevent  witting  and  afford 

some  protection  against  ground  and  mortar  fire. 

2.  An 'underground  or  indoor  type  antenna  should  be  installed  for  enw  j 
ergency  usef  and  periodically  checked  for  reliability. 

3*  The  installation  of  dummy  antennas  will  confuse  saboteurs  and  ea- 
'emy  gun  crews,  ; 

OBSERVATION :  All  camps  have  been  notified  to  take  necessary  precau-  ; 
tions  to  preclude  the  sabotage  of  all  communication  equipment  and  associated  ; 
accessories,  r .  ,/  -  - - •• . 


INCLOSUKE  130  TO  SECTION  IX  to  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (RCS 
CSGOP  -28  (RI)  30  April  1966 


